Big News

Clearly Explained
Suitable for Grades 5 and up

Help your students understand today’s top stories with What in the
World? – LesPlan’s highly-acclaimed monthly current events resource.

Special offer
for new
subscriptions
Subscribe
now for the
2022 ‑ 2023
school year,
and get the
November
and December
issues FREE!
(a $52.50 value)

When I have kids in grade 4/5 wanting
to know when the next issue is coming,
even in December and June, that’s when
I know I have an excellent resource.
A. Eisler, Burnaby, BC
It is a relief to have a resource that fits with
the curriculum and is teacher-friendly (ready
to hand out). The added bonus of having
the answers to the questions and discussion
notes makes my life just a little bit easier.
B. Thibodeau, Saskatoon, SK
I have been using your product for seven
years. There isn’t a month that goes by that
I don’t get into challenging discussions with
my students with the leads you provide
and go in directions I could never imagine.
Thank you for this terrific teaching aid!
D. Faerber, Pembroke, ON

Engaging, levelled articles, background information
and original illustrations make the news interesting
and easy to grasp. Accompanying questions and
assignments provide multiple ways to examine the
topics and enhance literacy and critical thinking.

Level 1 (Grades 5 and up)

The

Hockey Canada

Scandal

Qatar
2022

Protests
Rock
Iran
Fiona
Strikes

Atlantic Canada

2022/2023: Issue 3

A monthly current events resource for Canadian classrooms
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See next for page samples and ordering details!

 YES, sign me up for the 2022 – 2023 school year and send me the

November and December issues FREE*
Promo code: 2Free
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* Receive 8 issues for the price of 6. Save $52.50 off the regular price of $157.50.
Offer only applies to new subscriptions.
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This medieval cathedral is
known throughout the world. It
was immortalized in the Victor
Hugo novel The Hunchback of
Notre-Dame.

Grades 3 and up

$105

Grades 5 and up

Horrifying scene

Parisians and tourists watched
in shock as the famous landmark
burned. It took 12 hours to put
out the blaze.

An alarm rang at the cathedral
at 6:20 pm, but no fire was
found. It sounded again
at 6:43 pm. This time, fire
was discovered on the roof.
Worshippers attending the
evening mass were quickly
evacuated, and 400 firefighters
raced in to battle the blaze.

The damage was severe. Twothirds of the 100-metre-long
wooden roof was destroyed. But
the façade, the two 69-metre bell
towers, and the main structure
remained. The cathedral’s
precious stained-glass rose
windows, though damaged, were
not destroyed.

Despite their efforts, however,
the flames quickly burst through

$105

Grades 8 and up

the roof. They engulfed the
spire, which collapsed. Shortly
after, the roof fell in, too.

A close call

also remained intact after the
fire. The impressive instrument
dates to the 1730s and boasts an
estimated 8000 pipes.

Choir

19:53: Spire collapses
as fire races along
transept and nave
20:07: Entire
roof collapses

m

48

Bell towers: 68m high.
Largest bell – Emmanuel –
installed 1685.
Both towers intact

Did you know?

Emergency workers also
managed to rescue many
valuable works of art and
religious items from the fire.
Among them? The crown
of thorns, said to have been
worn by Jesus before his
Notre-Dame’s organ, one of the
world’s biggest and most famous, crucifixion, and a tunic worn by

Bronze
statues:
Twelve Apostles
and four evangelists
removed days before
fire for renovation
Stained glass: 13th century
rose windows. One survived,
fate of two others uncertain
Grand Organ: 8000-pipe
instrument, renovated 2013.
Reported saved

Definitions
engulf: to surround something in a way that destroys it
esplanade: a long stretch of open level ground (paved or
grassy) for walking along a waterfront
immortalize: to make famous forever
intact: not harmed in any way by something that has
happened

$105

rose window: large circular window, usually glazed with
stained glass, having stone tracery radiating from the center,
often with intricate petal-like patterns
spire: a tall tower at the top of a building (usually a church or
temple) and that tapers to a point at the top
tunic: a long, loose piece of clothing with a belt and no
sleeves, worn by people in ancient times
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Gargoyles: Mythical
stone creatures – much
loved part of cathedral

Spire: Restored
in 1860s after
12th century
original
dismantled
in French
Revolution.
Destroyed

The island that houses NotreDame is the true heart of Paris.
All distances in France are
measured from the esplanade in
front of the cathedral.

Relics: Crown of Thorns believed
worn by Jesus at crucifixion, and
Tunic of Saint Louis, 13th century
king of France. Both saved
Source: www.notredamedeparis.fr

Pictures: Associated Press

International
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Answer Key

– City’s Heart Wounded by Flames
QUIZ

A. Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question:

Grades 3 and up

N

Fra n c e

______ 1. How long did it take to build the Notre-Dame cathedral?
a) 25 years
b) 50 years
c) 100 years
d) 200 years

(Nov. – June 30 issues)

☐

18:50 local time:
Fire begins in
roof near spire

Spire

South
Transept

France’s Notre-DAme de Paris

☐

Hundreds of millions of euros have been pledged to help rebuild Notre-Dame
after fire ravaged the 850-year-old building, destroying the medieval roof
timbers, the spire, and parts of the stone vaulting below

North
Transept

On April 15, Notre-Dame de
Paris caught fire.

Online Weekly
Currents4Kids

Notre-Dame fire: Assessing the damage
Bell
towers
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☐

France’s Notre-DAme de Paris

8m
12

☐

– City’s Heart Wounded by Flames

France’s Notre-DAme de Paris

Nave

6 issues
☐

Infographic

– City’s Heart Wounded by Flames

Amount

(Nov. – May)

The
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Level 1
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International

North
Sea

______ 2. A stone statue of an ugly creature often found on old churches is called a:
a) serpent
b) gargoyle
c) spire
d) flying buttress

UNITED
KINGDOM
(purple)

Amsterdam

______ 3. How many tourists visited Notre-Dame in 2018?
a) 800,000
b) 2 million
c) 9 million
d) 13 million

$105

NETHERLANDS
(green)

London

GERMANY

B. Mark the statements T (True) or F (False). If a statement is True, write one important fact to
support it on the line below. If a statement is False, write the words that make it true on the line below.

(brown)

Brussels

BELGIUM

______ 4. True or False? Notre-Dame cathedral is located on an island.

(pink)

l

English

Channe

______ 5. True or False? The fire that engulfed Notre-Dame was started on purpose.

☐

News4Youth

☐

Grades 7 and up

Paris

$105

LUXEMBOURG
(orange)

Seine
River

Strasbourg

______ 6. True or False? The French government does not plan to rebuild Notre-Dame cathedral.
Loire
River

C. Fill in the blanks to complete each sentence.
7. Notre-Dame is one of the best examples of French ______________________ cathedral architecture.

(red)

Atlantic
Ocean

8. The Notre-Dame fire burned the roof and engulfed the ______________________ which collapsed.

SWITZERLAND

9. Notre-Dame cathedral is a UNESCO World ______________________ Site.

FRANCE
(yellow)

D. Respond to the following question in paragraph form. (Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.)

Subtotal

Lyon

Bay
of
Biscay

As you see it, what is the significance of the Notre-Dame fire? Give reasons to support your response.
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– Terrorists or Victims?

Total

n te n u c a

Human rights groups around
the world report that China has
imprisoned up to one million
Uighurs living in China’s
Xinjiang region. Satellite images
and other evidence show a
growing number of detention
centres in Xinjiang, including at
least 44 high-security buildings.

Deliver to (please print clearly)

Fake news
The Chinese government,
however, denies this accusation.
It is “completely untrue,” a senior
Chinese official told the UN
last August. The centres have
been set up to teach lessons on
Chinese history, language, and
culture. They offer ‘nutritious,
free diets’. The buildings are also
used as job retraining centres,
another official explained.

Name
School
Address

However, China does admit to
cracking down on ‘extremist

City

Province/Territory

Postal Code

* Email required for password notification

About Xinjiang’s Uighurs
China has the largest population in the world – 1.4 billion. Some 91.5
percent are Han Chinese; 8.5 percent are minorities.
Xinjiang is a territory in northwest China. It became part of China
in 1949. In theory the region is autonomous. In practice, the Chinese
government controls it.
The population of Xinjiang is 22 million. About 11 million are Uighur
Muslims who speak a language similar to Turkish.
Xinjiang’s traditional economy is based on agriculture and trade. But
the region is rich in oil and other resources, and the economy has been
developing. That’s prompted many Han Chinese from China’s eastern
areas to move to Xinjiang. Han Chinese now make up 40 percent of the
territory’s population. Many local Uighurs resent them because they
are perceived to get the best jobs.
Uighur communities also exist in neighbouring countries, such as
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Kazakhstan. These countries used to be
part of the Soviet Union. But they gained independence in the 1990s,
when the Soviet Union collapsed. That inspired some Xinjiang Uighurs
to start a separatist movement. However, China’s harsh response to
these activities forced separatists underground.

activity’ among Uighur Muslims
in Xinjiang. It claims that
Islamic militants and separatists

are plotting attacks and stirring
up tension between Uighurs and
Han Chinese.

Definitions
autonomous: freedom to govern or control its own affairs
detention centre: jails where prisoners are held
temporarily
extremist: far beyond the norm
Han chinese: China’s main ethnic group
2018/2019: Issue 8

Email*

perceive: to understand or think about something in a
particular way
separatist: a group that wants to form a new country
soviet union: a former country of Europe and Asia
underground: secretly working against an existing regime
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How to Order

Billing Options
☐ Bill school

50

The Uighurs of China
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☐ Purchase Order

Please charge to: ☐ MasterCard ☐ VISA

P.O. #

Card Number
Cardholder Name

Expiry Date (MM/YY)

Visit

Online: www.lesplan.com
Fax (toll-free): 1 888 240-2246
Phone (toll-free): 1 888 240-2212
Mail
LesPlan Educational Services Ltd.
#1 - 4144 Wilkinson Road
Victoria BC V8Z 5A7

www.lesplan.com to download
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