Articles and Questions
Each free article of What in the World? includes: 

1) a PDF file 
and 
2) a Word file 
These files contain only the article and questions. They do not contain Answer Keys. 
This Word file allows students to complete assignments using a computer either at school or at home. Teachers can assign all or parts of the file by email attachment or a school website. The Word file also allows teachers to:
• easily modify and format content including changing fonts and text sizes 
• create a PDF document and use Adobe Reader's 'Read Out Loud Mode'
• save paper and copying costs and help protect the environment 
• promote and encourage students’ computer skills

What Else Can You Do With The Word File?
#1) You can easily upload the file to Google Docs and share it with students or other teachers. See how here:
https://support.google.com/drive/answer/2424368?hl=en
#2) Translate the uploaded document into another language. (see Tools>Translate document). Google Docs will create a new copy of the original file but you will need to edit the document to suit your requirements. Google Docs can translate into over 100 languages including Spanish, Mandarin, German, etc. See how here:
https://support.google.com/docs/answer/187189?hl=en&co=GENIE.Platform=Desktop
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Alberta Puts Canada To The Test
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On October 19, a referendum will ask Albertans to decide whether they should remain part of Canada or begin the process of leaving. That decision could dramatically reshape the nation.
Even if voters favour independence, this won’t make them citizens of a new country. But a win would start the process, and separation could occur in the future.
The October ballot marks a major turning point in a separatist drive that has grown rapidly over the past year. Powering the movement is a 
long-standing belief among some Albertans that Ottawa doesn’t respect the province, its conservative values, or the oil-and-gas industry that forms the basis of its economy.
A Successful Petition
The current push to separate began on January 3 with a citizen-led petition fronted by the group Stay Free Alberta and its leader, Mitch Sylvestre. Organizers asked residents to support this question: 'Do you agree that the Province of Alberta should cease to be a part of Canada to become an independent state?' 
When signature collection ended on May 2, canvassers had gathered 286,593 names—over nine percent of the province’s eligible voters. Elections Alberta later determined that 222,597 signatures met the legal test—well above the 177,732 needed for a petition to be valid under Alberta law.
A Challenge Is Bypassed
That outcome led to a major court battle. In May, Justice Shaina Leonard of the Alberta Court of King’s Bench cancelled Election Alberta’s approval of the petition. She ruled that the province had failed to consult First Nations, whose treaty rights may be severely affected by separation. 
That decision is under appeal. But rather than wait for a ruling, Premier Danielle Smith’s United Conservative Party (UCP) government added a similar question to a October 19 referendum vote. Its exact wording: 'Should Alberta remain a province of Canada, or should the Government of Alberta commence the legal process required under the Canadian Constitution to hold a binding provincial referendum on whether or not Alberta should separate from Canada?' (The referendum also poses nine other unrelated questions.)
‘Western Alienation’
This separation movement didn't just appear out of the blue. In fact, political and economic friction between parts of Western Canada and Ottawa has festered for decades. This independence drive, propelled mainly by economic and political concerns, has a central concept called “Western alienation.” The term captures the idea that the West feels overlooked or treated unfairly by a central government dominated by Ontario and Quebec.
So what are the roots of Western alienation? Many believe it started in 1980 when the Liberal government of the day introduced the National Energy Program (NEP). The policy placed price controls and taxes on Alberta’s oil industry to increase Canadian ownership of energy resources and to protect consumers from high global oil prices.
However, to many Albertans, it felt like Ottawa was reaching into their pockets and transferring wealth to other parts of Canada. The policy caused economic hardship in the province and left a lasting bitterness.
Why Separatism Surged
Energy and environmental policy poured fuel on the fire during former Liberal prime minister Justin Trudeau’s decade in office. Three proposed pipelines meant to carry Alberta oil to new markets were cancelled. And expansion of the Trans Mountain Pipeline was delayed for years before finally opening in 2024. 
Federal carbon pricing, environmental assessment rules, a tanker ban on B.C.’s north coast, and proposed oil-and-gas emissions caps were also seen as problematic. Political differences deepened the divide because most Albertans usually vote Conservative. 
The COVID pandemic added to tensions after truckers and their supporters—many from the 
West—drove to Ottawa in January 2022. For three weeks, this 'Freedom Convoy' noisily protested federal COVID rules. Ottawa invoked the Emergencies Act, giving police extra powers to restore order—a show of authority many Albertans disliked. 
Some analysts also cite the influence of U.S.-based populist movements, which distrust centralized governments. These ideas have spread through social media and political networks, shaping debates in Canada as well.
Then, in 2025, the UPC made citizen initiatives easier. Bill 54 reduced the number of signatures needed for a constitutional petition and lengthened the collection period from 90 to 120 days. That change opened the door for the successful separatist petition.
The Mood in Alberta
However, the anti-Ottawa mood has softened since Liberal Mark Carney became prime minister in April 2025. In May 2026, Ottawa and Alberta signed a deal meant to expand energy production and exports while lowering emissions. It includes a planned new pipeline to carry Alberta oil to the Pacific Ocean near Vancouver, stronger carbon pricing, and support for a carbon-capture project. Ottawa also won’t proceed with a previously proposed oil-and-gas emissions cap.
Ms. Smith said she wants Alberta to remain in Canada. But Mr. Carney warned that just putting separation on a ballot is a “dangerous bluff.” He compared it to Britain’s Brexit vote, which had a significant negative economic impact on the UK economy.
Meanwhile, an August Research Co. poll found that 74 percent of likely Alberta voters planned to choose the option to remain, while 22 percent favoured beginning the process of separation. Other polls also point to a clear majority against moving ahead. Support for separation is stronger among rural residents and UCP voters than among urban residents and supporters of other parties.
The Choice Ahead
On October 19, if Albertans favour a future referendum, the province would still have a constitutional duty to consult First Nations beforehand. And even if that later vote was for separation, Alberta could not simply declare independence.
Under the federal Clarity Act, the House of Commons would decide if the referendum question was clear and whether the majority was large enough to justify negotiations. The Supreme Court of Canada has ruled that a clear vote in favour would create a duty to negotiate, not an automatic right to leave. Those talks would involve Ottawa, Alberta, other provinces, and Indigenous Peoples. It would also require a constitutional amendment.
The practical challenges would be huge. Alberta is landlocked, so it would need Canada or the U.S. to agree to move its goods to tidewater. It would have to settle its share of federal assets and debt. Currency, pensions, citizenship, defence, and federal programs would need to be created. Pacts like the Canada-United States-Mexico Agreement (CUSMA) and defence treaties with the U.S. would have to be renegotiated.
Treaty rights may be the toughest issue of all. First Nations leaders argue that their agreements are with Canada, not with a future sovereign Alberta. Some have said their territories can’t leave Canada without their consent.
Whatever the outcome on October 19, the debate is forcing Canadians to confront an old question. How can a vast and diverse country ensure that everyone feels heard while preserving the ties that hold it together? For now, we’ll keep searching for the answer.





Alberta Snapshot
Alberta, Canada’s fourth-largest province, has a total area of 661,848 sq km. It’s known for its stunning Rocky Mountains, vast prairies, parks, tourism, and high quality of life. 
Alberta joined Confederation in 1905. Key economic hubs are the capital, Edmonton, and the largest city, Calgary. The current population is 
5,057,000, a 14 percent increase since 2021.
Huge oil reserves account for Alberta’s robust economy, earning it the moniker Canada’s ‘energy province.’ The two largest industries by revenue are oil drilling and gas extraction ($113 billion) and gasoline and petroleum wholesaling ($73 billion). Alberta’s total Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is $373 billion.























Brexit: The UK’s withdrawal from the European Union after a 2016 referendum. The term combines “Britain” and “exit.”
carbon pricing: a policy that puts a cost on greenhouse gas emissions to encourage people and businesses to pollute less
petition: a document signed by many people that asks somebody in authority to do or change something
populism: a type of politics that claims to represent the opinions and wishes of ordinary people
referendum: an occasion when all the people in a jurisdiction can vote on an important issue
separatism: the desire by people within a country or territory to separate and form their own government




 Comprehension Questions

1. When did Alberta join Canada?		


2. List at least four other important facts about Alberta.


3. Explain what “Western alienation” means.


4. What happened in the 1980s that increased hostile feelings against the federal government? Explain.


5. Describe what happened in recent years when Justin Trudeau was the prime minister? .


6. Who is the leader of the Stay Free Alberta organization?    				


7. What did this group want the Alberta government to do? 


8. What did Elections Alberta decide about this petition? What ruling did Justice Shaina Leonard make about this petition?


9. How did the government respond to the legal ruling? 



 Questions For Further Thought

1. If the majority of Albertans vote that Alberta should remain a province of Canada, how do you think this will affect the future relationship between those voters and Albertans who support separatism? How do you think this process will affect the future relationship between Alberta and other Canadian provinces and territories? Give reasons to support your response.






2. The article states: “Ms. Smith said she wants Alberta to remain in Canada. But Mr. Carney warned that just putting separation on a ballot is a ‘dangerous bluff.’” As you see it, what does Mr. Carney mean by this statement? Give reasons to support your ideas.






3. Speaking from your personal perspective, and your location in Canada, how might you be affected if Alberta took the decision to separate from Canada? Give examples to support your ideas.




 Questions For Online Exploration
Note: The links below are listed at www.lesplan.com/links for easy access. 

1. Learn about the process necessary for Alberta to separate from Canada:
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/video/9.7136155 [13:44]


2. Learn about a new report that predicts the cost for Alberta to separate from Canada:
https://www.ctvnews.ca/edmonton/article/separation-could-cost-alberta-up-to-170b-independent-report/ [2:53]
What are your impressions of the data in this report?


3. Listen to Alberta Premier Danielle Smith explain why the referendum question related to separation has been reworded and her own position on Alberta separation:
https://albertareferendum2026.ca/separation-question/ [15:00]
What questions do you have?


4. Learn how the referendum question is impacting Albertans:
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=kudofSpVc34 [3:00] 
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=pjtJQqkgfTs [5:10]


5. Learn more about the questions and concerns of stakeholders that may be impacted by this issue:
Alberta separatists
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/alberta-referendum-separatist-leaders-9.7349718 [1:57]
Alberta federalists
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=SIWf9I6AIWI [1:52]
Alberta First Nations
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/treaty-6-150-and-alberta-separation-9.7341830 [2:04]
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/_PY2an-HinQ [1:58]
Prime Minister Carney
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=w6KVBt7hxPs [3:15]




 Putting It All Together

A. Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question: 
______ 1. When did Alberta join Canada?
	a) 1867	b) 1905
	c) 1914	d) 1920
	e) 1949
______ 2. GDP = Gross _________ Product
	a) Domestic	b) Demand
	c) Debt	d) Diversified
	e) Dividend
______ 3. Which PM imposed the NEP on Alberta in the 1980s?
	a) Steven Harper	b) Pierre Trudeau
	c) Jean Chretien	d) Brian Mulroney
	e) Justin Trudeau
B. Mark the statements T (True) or F (False). If a statement is True, write one important fact to support it on the line below. If a statement is False, write the words that make it true on the line below. 
______ 4. True or False? Alberta is Canada's fourth-largest province. 

______ 5. True or False? The population of Alberta is 7.4 million. 

______  6. True or False? The Alberta Court of Appeal ruled the Stay Free Alberta petition had enough signatures. 

C. Fill in the blanks to complete each sentence.		
7. '_______________________ _______________________' refers to some Albertans feeling overlooked and being treated unfairly by Ottawa. (2) 
8. The National ______________________ Program imposed price controls and taxes on Alberta's oil industry in the 1980s. 
9. Danielle _______________________ is the premier of Alberta. 

D. Respond to the following question in paragraph form. (Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.)
10. Do you agree that Alberta has some valid political and economic concerns? Why or why not? Give reasons to support your response.



 Assessment Rubric         		 					     			        	

This rubric may be helpful in providing students with formative, strength-based feedback and/or assessing students’ responses holistically. This easy-to-modify activity is included in the doc file which you can download from: 
www.lesplan.com/subscribers   

	
	Emerging
	Developing
	Proficient
	Extending

	Supports thinking



	Answers or reflections are brief and include obvious facts/details/ evidence.

	Answers or reflections are general and supported with some relevant facts/details/evidence.

	Answers or reflections are clearly supported with specific, relevant facts/details/evidence.

	Answers or reflections are insightful and supported with specific, relevant facts/details/evidence.


	Shows understanding





	Responses show a basic understanding of the text, topic, issue or message.

	Responses are thoughtful and show a general understanding of the text, topic, issue or message.

	Responses are thoughtful and show a complete understanding of the text, topic, issue or message.

	Responses are insightful and show a deep understanding the text, topic, issue or message. May synthesize ideas or explain the ‘so what’.


	Thinks 
critically




	Makes straightforward connections or inferences. Focuses on retelling.

	Makes logical connections to self (T:S) and/or background knowledge (T:S). Inferences are logical

	Makes meaningful connections to self. Considers ideas between texts (T:T).
Inferences are plausible.
	Makes powerful connections that go between texts and/or beyond the text (T:W). 
Inferences are plausible and insightful.
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