Articles and Questions
Each free article of What in the World? includes: 

1) a PDF file 
and 
2) a Word file 
These files contain only the article and questions. They do not contain Answer Keys. 
This Word file allows students to complete assignments using a computer either at school or at home. Teachers can assign all or parts of the file by email attachment or a school website. The Word file also allows teachers to:
• easily modify and format content including changing fonts and text sizes 
• create a PDF document and use Adobe Reader's 'Read Out Loud Mode'
• save paper and copying costs and help protect the environment 
• promote and encourage students’ computer skills

What Else Can You Do With The Word File?
#1) You can easily upload the file to Google Docs and share it with students or other teachers. See how here:
https://support.google.com/drive/answer/2424368?hl=en
#2) Translate the uploaded document into another language. (see Tools>Translate document). Google Docs will create a new copy of the original file but you will need to edit the document to suit your requirements. Google Docs can translate into over 100 languages including Spanish, Mandarin, German, etc. See how here:
https://support.google.com/docs/answer/187189?hl=en&co=GENIE.Platform=Desktop
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On a cold winter morning last February 15, a ferocious blizzard was raging off Newfoundland’s rugged west coast. Wind gusts topped 120 kilometres per hour and waves reached six metres in height. The captain of the MSC Baltic III felt the vessel shudder as water crashed against the hull. 
Some 207 metres long (about the size of two football fields), the ship had left Montreal with 470 containers filled with goods ranging from food to lumber. It also carried about 1.6 million litres of heavy fuel and marine gas oil.
The vessel had often navigated these dangerous waters, through the Bay of Islands to the city of Corner Brook. But this time was different. The weather had worsened faster than forecasts predicted, and now, in the darkness, the crew’s worst fears were materializing.
Emergency!
Suddenly and without warning, the freighter lost all power. It couldn’t be steered or remain pointed into the wind and waves. In heavy seas, that’s dangerous—especially near a rocky shoreline where the water is shallow. Without power, the Baltic III became a 33,767-tonne piece of driftwood at the mercy of the angry ocean. 
The storm pushed the powerless ship toward shore. The crew tried to use the ship’s anchor, but this failed. In the early morning, the MSC Baltic III ran aground on a rocky shelf at Wild Cove, on Newfoundland’s west coast. 
A harrowing rescue
When a vessel is stranded, the crew’s safety is the first priority. The ship was stuck on rocks in harsh winter weather. The risk of damage to the hull was high, raising the likelihood that it would take on water and endanger the sailors’ lives. So the Baltic III issued a distress call and alerted officials to the emergency. 
Various first responders, including the Canadian Coast Guard and the military, reacted quickly. A RCAF Cormorant rescue helicopter arrived from Gander and airlifted all 20 crew members off the ship. The good news: no injuries were reported, despite the severe weather conditions. 
A long process
Once the crew was safe, attention turned to the ship itself. Unlike a damaged car that can sometimes be pushed off the road, a cargo ship that has run aground can be very hard to move—and salvage efforts can take months. Attempts to quickly refloat the Baltic III, which is owned by the Switzerland-based Mediterranean Shipping Company, failed because its hull had been breached. Water had entered the vessel and parts of the ship’s structure had been seriously damaged. 
As a result, specialists trained in rescuing and removing stranded vessels were called in. The Coast Guard, working with private contractors, began organizing a long-term response to stabilize the ship. Their goals were to make sure it didn’t break apart and to remove as much fuel and dangerous materials as possible. They also wanted to prevent pollution from spreading into the ocean and onto the nearby shoreline.
Protecting the sea
What kind of pollution? One of the biggest hazards from a grounded ship is the onboard fuel. Heavy fuel can cause serious damage if released into the maritime environment. That’s why, in the months that followed, salvage crews focused first on removing fuel from the vessel. By summer, they had successfully pumped out most of the heavy fuel from the ship’s tanks. Thankfully, the estimated 1600 tonnes they removed reduced the risk of a serious spill.
Next up were the shipping containers. Some were empty, but most were filled with various goods. By late 2025, hundreds had been offloaded. However, some 46 containers remained trapped below deck and submerged under water, making them difficult to get to. These containers must be drained and lifted out one by one—a careful process that depends on calm and safe working conditions.
Battling the weather
Workers couldn’t count on the weather to cooperate, however. Even after the immediate danger of the grounding had passed, the Baltic III did not simply sit in one place. The region's powerful storms repeatedly battered the stranded vessel, causing the ship’s steel hull to buckle. The upshot? Parts of the structure shifted and salvage equipment onboard was damaged. 
What’s more, every time bad weather hit, salvage work had to stand down. High winds, rough seas, large waves, and blinding snow made operations unsafe. This means that much of the work—already difficult and technical—stretched out over weeks and months.
Community concerns
Meanwhile, locals have been watching the situation closely. Fishermen and residents worry that the damaged ship could release more debris or pollutants if it deteriorates further. At stake is the health of the ocean, shoreline, and local fisheries. Many families depend on these local resources for their livelihood.
"It’s pretty serious," said local fisherman Jeff Childs. “Most of the oil’s gone, but I’m told there’s still 20 tonnes of residual oil aboard."
Lark Harbour lobsterman Gerard Joyce  is worried about the potential damage to the surrounding rich fishing area. 
"All these chemicals aboard the boat leaking on the lobsters that's there. There's always something coming out of the boat," he stated. "It's got to be removed before something big happens. If the fishery shuts down this community is done." 
For their part, Coast Guard patrols and drone surveys have monitored nearby beaches for oil and debris. Workers have cleaned up small oil stains and tar balls—signs that some pollution had reached shore—but nothing catastrophic has escaped.
What comes next?
The situation is ongoing. For now, the Baltic III remains grounded. Salvage crews continue with plans to unload more cargo and fuel, and are preparing to remove the vessel. Crews may have to break it apart or find a way to haul it back out to sea when weather conditions allow.
These efforts highlight how challenging maritime accidents can be. The effects on the environment, the local economy, and the logistics of moving goods around the world can be serious. The Baltic III grounding reminds us that the sea is powerful, unpredictable, and sometimes unforgiving—and that careful planning, quick response, and persistent effort are essential when things go wrong.





Why Ships Run Aground
The grounding of the MSC Baltic III wasn’t just bad luck. It was the result of several scientific and engineering factors coming together—weather, ocean physics, ship design, and coastal geography. 
Western Newfoundland sits in the path of powerful winter storms. These storms generate large waves and strong winds that push surface water toward shore. When a ship loses power near land, even briefly, waves can move thousands of tonnes of steel like a toy boat. The kind of waves matter, too. Wave energy increases with wave height and the period of time between waves. Long-period waves pack more punch and can shove a powerless vessel onto rocks before crews can respond.
Complicating matters, modern container ships rely almost entirely on their engines for steering. Without propulsion, the rudder becomes ineffective, anchors may not hold in rough seas, and the ship turns sideways to waves, increasing drag. This condition is known as “loss of steerage.” If this happens close to shore, grounding is often unavoidable. And once a ship runs aground, its hull can crack or deform. Seawater enters, adding weight and changing the ship’s balance. Even if the tide rises, the vessel may stay pinned to shore.
There’s more. In cold regions, steel becomes less flexible. Repeated wave impacts can cause metal fatigue, buckling plates and weakening the 
hull—making refloating dangerous or impossible. Ships carry heavy fuel oil, which is thick and slow-moving. In cold water, it becomes even more viscous and hard to clean up.
















anchor: a heavy object that is attached to a boat by a rope or chain and is thrown into the water to hold the boat in place
Coast Guard: the organization that enforces a country’s maritime laws and helps people or boats that are in distress
hull: the main body or outer shell of a boat, ship, or even a tank, keeping water out and people/cargo in
propulsion: to push forward or drive an object forward
RCAF: Royal Canadian Air Force
rudder: a movable blade at the rear end of a ship or airplane, used to control direction  
salvage: the act of saving property from destruction
viscous: a viscous liquid is thick and sticky and does not flow easily




 Comprehension Questions

1. List at least four important facts about the MSC Baltic III.



2. Describe the weather conditions that this cargo ship experienced last February 15.



3. Explain why the ship started drifting sideways.



4. Describe what happened next. 



5. Why could the ship not be refloated? 



6. Describe what happened in the weeks and months after the grounding. 



7. How did the focus of the clean up efforts change over the summer months? 



8. Explain why many local residents are concerned. 



 Questions For Further Thought

1. The article quotes one local fisherman near the grounded MSC Baltic III: “It’s pretty serious. Most of the oil’s gone, but I’m told there’s still 20 tonnes of residual oil aboard.”
As you see it, how would life for the local community in Lark Harbour, Newfoundland change if fuel leaked along its coastline? Give reasons to support your response.






2. After reading the details of this incident, and the challenges associated with operating container ships, would you ever consider a career in marine engineering, the Coast Guard, or as a ship crew member? Give reasons to support your response.






3. Container ships can carry up to 24,000 containers at a time. They deliver all kinds of goods all over the world including cars, furniture, food, clothing, appliances, fuel, etc. How might your life change if for some reason container ships were no longer permitted to operate? Explain.




 Questions For Online Exploration
Note: The links below are listed at www.lesplan.com/links for easy access. 

1. Watch this summary of the efforts to stabilize and clean up the MSC Baltic III:
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=MFEZnHpr_kI&t=8s [7:03] 
What did you learn?


2. Watch this update from November 2025 that talks about how the extreme Atlantic weather is impacting recovery efforts:
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=uHBkt6UwKYk [3:45] 
Describe the weather conditions that are making this recovery challenging.


3. Check out the full timeline of rescue operations by the Government of Canada and the Canadian Coast Guard:
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-coast-guard/corporate/live-operations.html 
What questions do you have?


4. Visit the official site of the Canadian Coast Guard:
https://www.ccg-gcc.gc.ca/index-eng.html
What did you learn?


5. Watch the dramatic rescue of the crew of the MSC Baltic III:
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=BaoC9DQ7j38 [5:31]
List five adjectives you would use to describe the rescue. 


6. Learn how container ships are loaded:
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=kj7ixi2lqF4 [5:32]
List three ideas that you found interesting.


7. Check out this infographic showing how the federal government protects Canadian waters from oil spills:
https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation/marine-safety/protecting-canadian-waters-oil-spills-infographic 
What did you find interesting?


8. Learn more about Canada’s Oceans Protection Plan:
https://tc.canada.ca/en/campaigns/oceans-protection-plan 
What connections can you make to this plan?



 Putting It All Together

A. Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question: 
______ 1. Which port did the Baltic III last call at and what was its destination? 
	a) Montreal / Corner Brook	b) Boston / Channel-Port aux Basques
	c) Toronto / Halifax	d) Quebec City / Gander
	e) New York / St. John's
______ 2. Who rescued the crew from the Baltic III?
	a) a Coast Guard helicopter	b) volunteers from the Bay of Islands Search and Rescue
	c) a U.S. Navy destroyer	d) a Coast Guard patrol vessel
	e) a RCAF helicopter
______ 3. After the Baltic III's crew was rescued, the next priority was to:
	a) remove all 470 containers	b) remove the fuel oil
	c) repair the holes in the ship's hull	d) salvage the containers with valuable cargo
	e) compensate residents who could not fish
B. Mark the statements T (True) or F (False). If a statement is True, write one important fact to support it on the line below. If a statement is False, write the words that make it true on the line below. 
______ 4. True or False? The Mediterranean Shipping Company owns and operates the Baltic III.

______ 5. True or False? Most of the containers on the Baltic III were empty.

______ 6. True or False? All Baltic III crew members were rescued without injury.

C. Fill in the blanks to complete each sentence.			
7. The Baltic III is about as long as _______________________ football fields.
8. The Baltic III ran aground on Newfoundland's _______________________ coast.
9. When a ship loses power, this is know as "loss of _______________________ ."

D. Respond to the following question in paragraph form. (Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.)
10. As you see it, who should be responsible for the rescue, clean up, and salvage of the Baltic III? Who should be compensated for any damage caused by the wreck? Give reasons to support your response.


Assessment Rubric         		 					     			        	

This rubric may be helpful in providing students with formative, strength-based feedback and/or assessing students’ responses holistically. This easy-to-modify activity is included in the doc file which you can download from: 
www.lesplan.com/subscribers   

	
	Emerging
	Developing
	Proficient
	Extending

	Supports thinking



	Answers or reflections are brief and include obvious facts/details/ evidence.

	Answers or reflections are general and supported with some relevant facts/details/evidence.

	Answers or reflections are clearly supported with specific, relevant facts/details/evidence.

	Answers or reflections are insightful and supported with specific, relevant facts/details/evidence.


	Shows understanding





	Responses show a basic understanding of the text, topic, issue or message.

	Responses are thoughtful and show a general understanding of the text, topic, issue or message.

	Responses are thoughtful and show a complete understanding of the text, topic, issue or message.

	Responses are insightful and show a deep understanding the text, topic, issue or message. May synthesize ideas or explain the ‘so what’.


	Thinks 
critically




	Makes straightforward connections or inferences. Focuses on retelling.

	Makes logical connections to self (T:S) and/or background knowledge (T:S). Inferences are logical

	Makes meaningful connections to self. Considers ideas between texts (T:T).
Inferences are plausible.
	Makes powerful connections that go between texts and/or beyond the text (T:W). 
Inferences are plausible and insightful.
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