
A monthly current events resource for Canadian classrooms

� � Level 2 (grades 8 and up)

Article
Questions
News Photo
Map
Quiz

page 5 

page 7

page 10

page 12

page 14
Sample edition

2025/2026: Issue 5

Rocks
Includes
• A News Story  
• Assignments  
• A Quiz 
Subscribe to receive 3 additional  
articles, answer keys, and more!

Baltic III
on the

MSC 



to the Teacher

Get breaking news 
stories free online
Articles and supplementary materials for 
breaking news stories are posted at  
www.lesplan.com 
Download as many as you’d like!  

More
Free

I have had many parents comment to me 
about how great they think What in the 
World? is, and they look forward to each 

month’s issue coming home... This is a 
great resource for a small country school to 
explore the global issues that affect us all.  

K. Camelon, Grade 7/8 teacher  

Admaston, ON

What in the World? © is published eight 
times during the school year by:

LesPlan Educational Services Ltd.

#1 - 4144 Wilkinson Road 

Victoria BC V8Z 5A7 

www.lesplan.com 

info@lesplan.com

Phone: (toll free) 888 240-2212

Fax: (toll free) 888 240-2246

Subscribe to What in the World? ©  
at a cost of $28.75 per month per school. 

Copyright and Licence
These materials are protected by copyright. 
Subscribers may copy each issue for use by 
all students and teachers within one school. 
Subscribers must also ensure that the materials are 
not made available to anyone outside their school.

Complimentary sample
Please let us know if you or a colleague would 
like to receive a complimentary sample of any of 
our publications. 

Hay’sxw’qa!
LesPlan is grateful to the Lkwungen Peoples, the 
Songhees and Esquimalt Nations, on whose unceded 
land we now live, and do our work.

We welcome your comments and appreciate your 
suggestions. Please contact us at any time.

What in the World?
Level 2, 2025/2026: Issue 5

PUBLISHER
Eric Wieczorek

ILLUSTRATOR
Mike Deas

CONTRIBUTORS
Krista Clarke 
Rosa Harris  
Catriona Misfeldt 
Erin Thomas

Level 2 • No. 5	          What in the world? • Sample              	   Page 2

Mission Statement
LesPlan Educational Services Ltd. aims to help teachers develop students’ 
engagement in, understanding of, and ability to critically assess current 
issues and events by providing quality, up-to-date, affordable, ready-to-use 
resources appropriate for use across the curriculum.



What you’RE missing

With a subscription, you’ll receive eight full issues. 
Each issue includes four articles, a political cartoon, 
a news photo assignment, maps, questions, quizzes, 
and answer keys – everything you need to help 
your students understand current Canadian and 
international events and issues.   

* SUBSCRIBE TODAY & GET IT ALL *

Starting last August, the United States began a large military buildup in the 
Caribbean region. The stated goal was to combat drug trafficking. But America 
was also after a bigger target. In the pre-dawn darkness of January 3, a stealthy 
and extraordinary raid was . . . 

As Team Canada prepares for the XXV Winter Olympics, set to occur in 
northern Italy from February 6 to 22, excitement is building. Athletes will 
compete in events spread across Milan, Cortina d’Ampezzo, and several nearby 
regions. It is the first time the Winter . . . 

On December 28, a 300-metre-long hydro line broke between two islands in the 
Nelson River in northern Manitoba. It supplied power to the Pimicikamak Cree 
Nation, about 530 kilometres north of Winnipeg. That broken power line meant 
about 4000 people had to leave . . . 

international 

Let the winter games begin

Science, Technology, and the Environment 

the winter of ‘25-’26 is packing a wallop

international 

surprise raid ousts Venezuela’s leader

“Of the reams of educational resources out there, What in 
the World? is easily one of my favourites.”  
- G. Shuley, Nanaimo, BC

“I love this publication! It is an excellent complement to 
my Social Studies curriculum and the activities enable me 
to cover many provincial outcomes.”  
- S. Giffin, Dartmouth, NS 

Subscribe to read the full article. www.lesplan.com     

Subscribe to read the full article. info.lesplan.com     

Subscribe to read the full article. 1 (888) 240-2246

www.lesplan.com •  1-888-240-2212 •  info@lesplan.com           



BEFORE READING

1. Write the title of the article on the board: Battered by the Sea: —A Year Later, Freighter Still Aground On 
Newfoundland Coast

2. Write the 5 Ws and ‘How’ on the board in table format. See example below:

Who What Where When Why How

3. Have students work in small groups or with an elbow partner to come up with one question per column related to the 
title of the article. (For example: Who was on the ship?; What was on the ship?; Where in Newfoundland did the ship go 
aground?; When did this happen?; Why is it taking so long to get the ship repaired?; How did the ship go aground in the first 
place?; etc.)

4. Once students have recorded their questions, have them view this short video of the incident:  
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=Yt4UVLh7xlI [2:14]. Have students answer their questions from the table above if the 
answer is provided in the video.

5. Finally, invite students to set a purpose for reading the article, perhaps to answer a question that was not explained in 
the video, referring to the resource page Setting A Purpose Before Reading as needed.

http://shipfax.blogspot.com/2025/02/mdc-baltic-iii-aground.html

MSC Baltic III in Halifax December 13, 2024.
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On a cold winter morning last 
February 15, a ferocious blizzard was 
raging off Newfoundland’s rugged 
west coast. Wind gusts topped 120 
kilometres per hour and waves reached 
six metres in height. The captain of the 
MSC Baltic III felt the vessel shudder 
as water crashed against the hull. 

Some 207 metres long (about the size 
of two football fields), the ship had 
left Montreal with 470 containers 
filled with goods ranging from food to 
lumber. It also carried about 1.6 million 
litres of heavy fuel and marine gas oil.

The vessel had often navigated these 
dangerous waters, through the Bay of 
Islands to the city of Corner Brook. 
But this time was different. The 
weather had worsened faster than 
forecasts predicted, and now, in the 
darkness, the crew’s worst fears were 
materializing.

Emergency!

Suddenly and without warning, the 
freighter lost all power. It couldn’t be 
steered or remain pointed into the 
wind and waves. In heavy seas, that’s 
dangerous—especially near a rocky 

shoreline where the water is shallow. 
Without power, the Baltic III became a 
33,767-tonne piece of driftwood at the 
mercy of the angry ocean. 

The storm pushed the powerless ship 
toward shore. The crew tried to use 
the ship’s anchor, but this failed. In the 
early morning, the MSC Baltic III ran 
aground on a rocky shelf at Wild Cove, 
on Newfoundland’s west coast. 

A harrowing rescue

When a vessel is stranded, the crew’s 
safety is the first priority. The ship 
was stuck on rocks in harsh winter 
weather. The risk of damage to the hull 
was high, raising the likelihood that it 
would take on water and endanger the 
sailors’ lives. So the Baltic III issued a 
distress call and alerted officials to the 
emergency. 

Various first responders, including 
the Canadian Coast Guard and the 
military, reacted quickly. A RCAF 
Cormorant rescue helicopter arrived 
from Gander and airlifted all 20 crew 
members off the ship. The good news: 
no injuries were reported, despite the 
severe weather conditions. 

A long process

Once the crew was safe, attention 
turned to the ship itself. Unlike a 
damaged car that can sometimes be 
pushed off the road, a cargo ship that 
has run aground can be very hard to 
move—and salvage efforts can take 
months. Attempts to quickly refloat 
the Baltic III, which is owned by the 
Switzerland-based Mediterranean 
Shipping Company, failed because its 
hull had been breached. Water had 
entered the vessel and parts of the ship’s 
structure had been seriously damaged. 

As a result, specialists trained in 
rescuing and removing stranded 
vessels were called in. The Coast 
Guard, working with private 
contractors, began organizing a 
long-term response to stabilize the 
ship. Their goals were to make sure it 
didn’t break apart and to remove as 
much fuel and dangerous materials as 
possible. They also wanted to prevent 
pollution from spreading into the 
ocean and onto the nearby shoreline.

Protecting the sea

What kind of pollution? One of the 
biggest hazards from a grounded ship 

Anchor: a heavy object that is attached to a boat by a rope or 
chain and is thrown into the water to hold the boat in place
coast guard: the organization that enforces a country’s 
maritime laws and helps people or boats that are in distress

hull: the main body or outer shell of a boat, ship, or even a 
tank, keeping water out and people/cargo in
RCAF: Royal Canadian Air Force
salvage: the act of saving property from destruction

Definitions
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is the onboard fuel. Heavy fuel can 
cause serious damage if released into 
the maritime environment. That’s why, 
in the months that followed, salvage 
crews focused first on removing fuel 
from the vessel. By summer, they 
had successfully pumped out most of 
the heavy fuel from the ship’s tanks. 
Thankfully, the estimated 1600 tonnes 
they removed reduced the risk of a 
serious spill.

Next up were the shipping containers. 
Some were empty, but most were 
filled with various goods. By late 
2025, hundreds had been offloaded. 
However, some 46 containers 
remained trapped below deck and 
submerged under water, making them 
difficult to get to. These containers 
must be drained and lifted out one by 
one—a careful process that depends 
on calm and safe working conditions.

Battling the weather

Workers couldn’t count on the weather 
to cooperate, however. Even after the 
immediate danger of the grounding 
had passed, the Baltic III did not 
simply sit in one place. The region's 
powerful storms repeatedly battered 
the stranded vessel, causing the ship’s 
steel hull to buckle. The upshot? Parts 
of the structure shifted and salvage 
equipment onboard was damaged. 

What’s more, every time bad weather 
hit, salvage work had to stand down. 
High winds, rough seas, large waves, 
and blinding snow made operations 
unsafe. This means that much of 
the work—already difficult and 
technical—stretched out over weeks 
and months.

Community concerns

Meanwhile, locals have been watching 
the situation closely. Fishermen and 
residents worry that the damaged ship 
could release more debris or pollutants 

if it deteriorates further. At stake is 
the health of the ocean, shoreline, and 
local fisheries. Many families depend 
on these local resources for their 
livelihood.

"It’s pretty serious," said local fisherman 
Jeff Childs. “Most of the oil’s gone, 
but I’m told there’s still 20 tonnes of 
residual oil aboard."

Lark Harbour lobsterman Gerard Joyce  
is worried about the potential damage 
to the surrounding rich fishing area. 

"All these chemicals aboard the boat 
leaking on the lobsters that's there. 
There's always something coming 
out of the boat," he stated. "It's got 
to be removed before something big 
happens. If the fishery shuts down this 
community is done." 

For their part, Coast Guard patrols and 
drone surveys have monitored nearby 
beaches for oil and debris. Workers 
have cleaned up small oil stains and 
tar balls—signs that some pollution 

had reached shore—but nothing 
catastrophic has escaped.

What comes next?

The situation is ongoing. For now, the 
Baltic III remains grounded. Salvage 
crews continue with plans to unload 
more cargo and fuel, and are preparing 
to remove the vessel. Crews may 
have to break it apart or find a way to 
haul it back out to sea when weather 
conditions allow.

These efforts highlight how challenging 
maritime accidents can be. The 
effects on the environment, the local 
economy, and the logistics of moving 
goods around the world can be serious. 
The Baltic III grounding reminds us 
that the sea is powerful, unpredictable, 
and sometimes unforgiving—and that 
careful planning, quick response, and 
persistent effort are essential when 
things go wrong. J

Definitions
propulsion: to push forward or drive an object forward
rudder: a movable blade at the rear end of a ship or airplane, 
used to control direction  

viscous: a viscous liquid is thick and sticky and does not 
flow easily

why ships run aground
The grounding of the MSC Baltic III wasn’t just bad luck. It was the result of several 
scientific and engineering factors coming together—weather, ocean physics, ship 
design, and coastal geography. 

Western Newfoundland sits in the path of powerful winter storms. These storms 
generate large waves and strong winds that push surface water toward shore. When a 
ship loses power near land, even briefly, waves can move thousands of tonnes of steel 
like a toy boat. The kind of waves matter, too. Wave energy increases with wave height 
and the period of time between waves. Long-period waves pack more punch and can 
shove a powerless vessel onto rocks before crews can respond.

Complicating matters, modern container ships rely almost entirely on their engines for 
steering. Without propulsion, the rudder becomes ineffective, anchors may not hold 
in rough seas, and the ship turns sideways to waves, increasing drag. This condition 
is known as “loss of steerage.” If this happens close to shore, grounding is often 
unavoidable. And once a ship runs aground, its hull can crack or deform. Seawater 
enters, adding weight and changing the ship’s balance. Even if the tide rises, the vessel 
may stay pinned to shore.

There’s more. In cold regions, steel becomes less flexible. Repeated wave impacts 
can cause metal fatigue, buckling plates and weakening the hull—making refloating 
dangerous or impossible. Ships carry heavy fuel oil, which is thick and slow-moving. 
In cold water, it becomes even more viscous and hard to clean up.
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. List at least four important facts about the MSC Baltic III.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

2. Describe the weather conditions that this cargo ship experienced last February 15.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

3. Explain why the ship started drifting sideways.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

4. Describe what happened next. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

5. Why could the ship not be refloated? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

6. Describe what happened in the weeks and months after the grounding. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

7. How did the focus of the clean up efforts change over the summer months? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

8. Explain why many local residents are concerned. 
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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER THOUGHT

1. The article quotes one local fisherman near the grounded MSC Baltic III: “It’s pretty serious. Most of the oil’s gone, but 
I’m told there’s still 20 tonnes of residual oil aboard.”

As you see it, how would life for the local community in Lark Harbour, Newfoundland change if fuel leaked along its 
coastline? Give reasons to support your response.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

2. After reading the details of this incident, and the challenges associated with operating container ships, would you 
ever consider a career in marine engineering, the Coast Guard, or as a ship crew member? Give reasons to support your 
response.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

3. Container ships can carry up to 24,000 containers at a time. They deliver all kinds of goods all over the world including 
cars, furniture, food, clothing, appliances, fuel, etc. How might your life change if for some reason container ships were no 
longer permitted to operate? Explain.
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QUESTIONS FOR ONLINE EXPLORATION

Note: The links below are listed at www.lesplan.com/links for easy access. 

1. Watch this summary of the efforts to stabilize and clean up the MSC Baltic III: 
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=MFEZnHpr_kI&t=8s [7:03] 

What did you learn?

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

2. Watch this update from November 2025 that talks about how the extreme Atlantic weather is impacting recovery efforts: 
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=uHBkt6UwKYk [3:45] 

Describe the weather conditions that are making this recovery challenging.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

3. Check out the full timeline of rescue operations by the Government of Canada and the Canadian Coast Guard: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-coast-guard/corporate/live-operations.html

What questions do you have?

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

4. Visit the official site of the Canadian Coast Guard: 
https://www.ccg-gcc.gc.ca/index-eng.html

What did you learn?

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

5. Watch the dramatic rescue of the crew of the MSC Baltic III: 
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=BaoC9DQ7j38 [5:31]

List five adjectives you would use to describe the rescue. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

6. Learn how container ships are loaded: 
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=kj7ixi2lqF4 [5:32]

List three ideas that you found interesting.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

7. Check out this infographic showing how the federal government protects Canadian waters from oil spills: 
https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation/marine-safety/protecting-canadian-waters-oil-spills-infographic 

What did you find interesting?

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

8. Learn more about Canada’s Oceans Protection Plan: 
https://tc.canada.ca/en/campaigns/oceans-protection-plan 

What connections can you make to this plan?
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IMAGES IN THE NEWS

Directions:

1. Study the picture carefully. Write the basic problem, condition or action shown in the photograph (e.g., drought) in the 
middle of the web. 

2. Then, analyze the chain reactions or consequences. For instance, in considering the impact the shortage of water might have 
on the environment or the problems resulting from the drought, you might think about the consequences of unsafe or inadequate 
water for the environment and for the people affected by the drought.

3. Work outward from the middle, filling in the ovals in a chain of consequences (e.g., without water humans have difficulty 
concentrating, when people can’t concentrate they are unable to work effectively, which may lead to losing their job). Repeat step 
3 for each additional chain of consequence (e.g., lack of water causes reduced plant growth). 

Adapted from Caring for Young Peoples’ Rights. Permission granted from TC2, The Critical Thinking Consortium. © 2026

Credit: Canadian Coast Guard       2025-11-10 
Site of MSC Baltic III grounding in Cedar Cove, Newfoundland and Labrador

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-coast-guard/corporate/live-operations.html
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Basic problem 
or event: 

Adapted from Caring for Young Peoples’ Rights. Permission granted from TC2, The Critical Thinking Consortium. © 2026  
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map assignment 

ISLAND OF Newfoundland
Complete this map assignment to better understand the article Battered by the Sea.

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Obtain the required resources and read all the instructions before starting.

2. Colour your map after all labelling is completed. 

3. Print in pencil only first, then go over the printing in black ink.

4. Work carefully and neatly.

Resources Required: pencil, black pen, pencil crayons, ruler, eraser and an atlas.		

Part A  Locate and label Newfoundland and Labrador in CAPITAL letters and shade it green

Part B  Locate and label the capital of Newfoundland and Labrador and underline.

Part C  Locate and label the following in CAPITAL letters and shade each as indicated:

Quebec (pink) 				    St. Pierre and Miquelon [France] (yellow)	

Part D  Locate and label the following cities and towns:

Corner Brook				    Grand Falls-Windsor 
Gander					    Channel-Port aux Basques

Part E  Locate and label the following:

Burin Peninsula			   Avalon Peninsula 
Bonavista Peninsula			   Baie Verte Peninsula  
Northern Peninsula			 

Part F  Locate and label the following and shade all salt water dark blue:

Atlantic Ocean				    Gulf of St. Lawrence 
Strait of Belle Isle			   Trinity Bay 
Placentia Bay				    Fortune Bay 
Notre Dame Bay			   Bay of Islands 
St. George's Bay

Part G  Locate and label the Trans Canada Highway.

Part H Locate and label the location of the MSC Baltic III.			 

Part I  Complete your map with a frame, title and compass. J  

Newfoundland & Labrador
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PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

A. Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question: 

______  1. Which port did the Baltic III last call at and what was its destination?  
	 a) Montreal / Corner Brook	 b) Boston / Channel-Port aux Basques 
	 c) Toronto / Halifax	 d) Quebec City / Gander 
	 e) New York / St. John's

______  2. Who rescued the crew from the Baltic III? 
	 a) a Coast Guard helicopter	 b) volunteers from the Bay of Islands Search and Rescue 
	 c) a U.S. Navy destroyer	 d) a Coast Guard patrol vessel 
	 e) a RCAF helicopter

______  3. After the Baltic III's crew was rescued, the next priority was to: 
	 a) remove all 470 containers	 b) remove the fuel oil 
	 c) repair the holes in the ship's hull	 d) salvage the containers with valuable cargo 
	 e) compensate residents who could not fish

B. Mark the statements T (True) or F (False). If a statement is True, write one important fact to support it on the line 
below. If a statement is False, write the words that make it true on the line below. 

______  4. True or False? The Mediterranean Shipping Company owns and operates the Baltic III.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

______  5. True or False? Most of the containers on the Baltic III were empty.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

______  6. True or False? All Baltic III crew members were rescued without injury.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

C. Fill in the blanks to complete each sentence.			 

7. The Baltic III is about as long as _______________________ football fields.

8. The Baltic III ran aground on Newfoundland's _______________________ coast.

9. When a ship loses power, this is know as "loss of _______________________ ."

D. Respond to the following question in paragraph form. (Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.)

10. As you see it, who should be responsible for the rescue, clean up, and salvage of the Baltic III? Who should be 
compensated for any damage caused by the wreck? Give reasons to support your response.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

National 

battered by tHe sea 
—a year later, freighter still aground on Newfoundland coast

Level 2 • No. 5	          What in the world? • Sample              	   Page 14



Resource page for Students 

Setting a purpose before readinG
There are a number of reasons we read, and setting a purpose for reading – knowing WHY we are reading – helps us to 
focus on important information and to better understand and remember what we read. It also helps us decide HOW we 
will read the text. 

We don't read all texts for the same purposes or in the same way. For example, we read an instruction manual for a new 
Blu-ray player for a different reason than we read a book or a website. How we will read it – the strategies we use – will 
also differ. We are more likely to skim to find the information we need in a manual. Once we find what we need, we might 
read the instructions carefully to figure out what to do. Then, we stop reading, put the manual down, and carry out the 
steps. We may have to reread if we get confused or forget what to do. 

This is a very different approach than the one we would use to read a book. When we read a book, we usually read 
cover‑to-cover. We read carefully so we don't miss any details because we want to understand the whole story. Sometimes 
we make connections or create images in our minds as we read to help us better understand what we are reading. 
Depending on its length, we may put the book down before we finish reading it but we will start reading where we left off. 

Good readers are flexible and responsive. This means that they match their reading strategies to their purpose for reading. 
What types of text do you read? Why do you read them? What strategies do you use to read each of these texts? The chart 
below is a summary of the main purposes for reading and what each entails. 

Purpose for reading What it looks like
For enjoyment Usually student-selected.

Allows students to choose a variety of genres and forms. 

Allows students to pursue what interests them while 
developing reading skills.

To experience something new Students make connections between their personal 
experiences and those of people around the world.

To learn more about themselves and others Students reflect on what they’ve read and express opinions 
and perspectives.

Students develop a sense of their personal values and make 
sense of the world around them.

To gain information Students use the features of informational texts to gather, 
analyse and apply what they’ve learned.

To understand issues Students develop a sense of perspective. 

Students pose questions, acknowledge other points of view, 
critique the opinions presented and support opinions with 
evidence.

To appreciate writing Students respond to text in ways other than written 
answers to apply what they’ve learned in new contexts.

To appreciate use of media to communicate Students respond to a variety of media formats (e.g., 
infographics, political cartoons, videos, etc.) and react to 
how the format supports the meaning of the message.

* Chart adapted from:  A Guide to Effective Literacy Instruction, Grades 4-6, p. 11.
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Emerging Developing Proficient Extending

Supports  
thinking

Answers or reflections 
are brief and include 
obvious facts/details/ 
evidence.

Answers or reflections 
are general and 
supported with some 
relevant facts/details/
evidence.

Answers or reflections 
are clearly supported 
with specific, relevant 
facts/details/evidence.

Answers or reflections 
are insightful and 
supported with 
specific, relevant facts/
details/evidence.

 
Shows 
understanding

Responses show a 
basic understanding 
of the text, topic, issue 
or message.

Responses are 
thoughtful and show a 
general understanding 
of the text, topic, issue 
or message.

Responses are 
thoughtful and 
show a complete 
understanding of the 
text, topic, issue or 
message.

Responses are 
insightful and show a 
deep understanding 
the text, topic, issue 
or message. May 
synthesize ideas or 
explain the ‘so what’.

Thinks  
critically

Makes 
straightforward 
connections or 
inferences. Focuses on 
retelling.

Makes logical 
connections to 
self (T:S) and/
or background 
knowledge (T:S). 
Inferences are logical.

Makes meaningful 
connections to self. 
Considers ideas 
between texts (T:T).

Inferences are 
plausible.

Makes powerful 
connections that go 
between texts and/or 
beyond the text (T:W). 

Inferences are 
plausible and 
insightful.

This rubric may be helpful in providing students with formative, strength-based feedback and/or assessing students’ 
responses holistically.   

Resource Page for Teachers 

ASsessment Rubric
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Students want to know what’s happening in their world –  
but the news can be difficult and time-consuming to teach. 

We have the solution. (Four, actually.)

Contact us for a sample copy or free demo. 
LesPlan Educational Services Ltd. 

visit: www.lesplan.com               email: info@lesplan.com             call toll free: 888 240-2212 

Current Events, Clearly Explained

1-888-240-2212  www.lesplan.com

The Canadian Reader
 9 PDF/Word resource
 9 Clearly written, leveled Canadian 
current events articles

 9 Literacy-based lesson plans
 9 Engaging, original illustrations
 9 Comics
 9 Map assignments

Product details: 8 issues. 38 pages. 
Available in English and in French for 
grades 3 and up (1 reading level).

What in the World? 
 9 PDF/Word resource
 9 Four national and 
international news stories

 9 Key vocabulary
 9 Background information
 9 Varied assignments that 
build content-area 
knowledge and enhance critical thinking

 9 Maps and illustrations

Product details: 8 issues. 60 pages. Available in English and 
in French, and in 2 reading levels, for grades 5 and up.

Currents4Kids.com
 9 Online and interactive
 9 Weekly
 9 Auto-graded quizzes
 9 Reader responses
 9 Links to relevant articles, resources, 
maps, photos and videos

 9 Extension activities

Product details: 40 issues.  
One subscription allows all teachers and students access 
from any device. Available in English and in French.  
Grades 3 and up (1 reading level).
Focus on high-interest stories suitable for younger students. 

News4Youth.com
 9 Online and interactive
 9 Weekly
 9 Auto-graded quizzes
 9 Reader responses
 9 Links to relevant articles, resources, 
maps, photos and videos

 9 Extension activities

Product details: 40 issues. 
One subscription allows all teachers and students access 
from any device. Available in English and in French.  
Grades 5 and up (3 reading levels).  
Focus on national, international, Indigenous,  
and sci/tech stories. 
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LesPlan Educational Services Ltd. 
Visit: www.lesplan.com             email: info@lesplan.com             call toll free: 888 240-2212 

Students Can Work In Word/Google Docs...

Did you know…
. . . that each issue of What In The World? includes a PDF file (complete document) and a 
Word file (articles and questions only).

Students can complete assignments directly in the Word file. Teachers can email the file to 
students or post it on the Internet. The Word file also allows teachers to:

•   easily modify and format content including changing fonts and text sizes
•   create a PDF document and use Adobe Reader’s ‘Read Out Loud Mode’

•   save paper and copying costs and help protect the environment 

•   promote and encourage students’ computer skills

Data in the Word file
There are three ways to access data from a Word file:

1)  Select the data you wish to Copy and then Paste it into 
any word processing program. Use Select All to copy the 
entire document.  

2)  Import the entire Word file into LibreOffice (or 
another similar program) and then save as a new file.

3)  Create a new file in a different format. Use the Word 
Save As command to choose: 1) plain text, 2) rich text 
format (RTF), 3) Web page (.htm), 4) PDF, etc.

Google Docs and LibreOffice
•  You can easily upload the Word file to Google Docs and 

share it with students or other teachers. 

•  You can translate a Google Docs file into another language 
(see Tools>Translate document) but you will need to edit 
the document to suit your requirements. Google Docs 
can translate into over 100 languages including Spanish, 
Mandarin, and German.

•  LibreOffice is a free alternate to Microsoft Office and 
offers the same functionality. It’s easy to install and use. 
See: www.libreoffice.org



Help your students understand today’s top stories with What in the 
World? – LesPlan’s highly-acclaimed monthly current events resource. 

Engaging, levelled articles, background information 
and original illustrations make the news interesting 
and easy to grasp. Accompanying questions and 
assignments provide multiple ways to examine the 
topics and enhance literacy and critical thinking.

When I have kids in grade 4/5 wanting 
to know when the next issue is coming, 
even in December and June, that’s when 

I know I have an excellent resource.

A. Eisler, Burnaby, BC

It is a relief to have a resource that fits with 
the curriculum and is teacher-friendly (ready 

to hand out). !e added bonus of having 
the answers to the questions and discussion 

notes makes my life just a little bit easier.

B. �ibodeau, Saskatoon, SK

I have been using your product for seven 
years. !ere isn’t a month that goes by that 
I don’t get into challenging discussions with 

my students with the leads you provide 
and go in directions I could never imagine. 

!ank you for this terrific teaching aid!

D. Faerber, Pembroke, ON

Big News
    Clearly Explained
                                            Suitable for Grades 5 and up

See next for page samples and ordering details!

Special offer 
for new 

subscriptions
Subscribe 

now for the 
2025!-!2026 
school year, 
and get the 
November 

and December 
issues FREE! 

(a $57.50 value)



How to Order
Online: www.lesplan.com 

Fax (toll-free): 1 888 240-2246 
Phone (toll-free): 1 888 240-2212

Mail 
LesPlan Educational Services Ltd.  

#1 - 4144 Wilkinson Road 
Victoria BC V8Z 5A7
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International

France’s Notre-DAme de Paris 
– City’s Heart Wounded by Flames

On April 15, Notre-Dame de 
Paris caught � re. 

� is medieval cathedral is 
known throughout the world. It 
was immortalized in the Victor 
Hugo novel � e Hunchback of 
Notre-Dame. 

Horrifying scene
An alarm rang at the cathedral 
at 6:20 pm, but no � re was 
found. It sounded again 
at 6:43 pm. � is time, � re 
was discovered on the roof. 
Worshippers attending the 
evening mass were quickly 
evacuated, and 400 � re� ghters 
raced in to battle the blaze.

Despite their e� orts, however, 
the � ames quickly burst through 

the roof. � ey engulfed the 
spire, which collapsed. Shortly 
a� er, the roof fell in, too.  

A close call
Parisians and tourists watched 
in shock as the famous landmark 
burned. It took 12 hours to put 
out the blaze.  

� e damage was severe. Two-
thirds of the 100-metre-long 
wooden roof was destroyed. But 
the façade, the two 69-metre bell 
towers, and the main structure 
remained. � e cathedral’s 
precious stained-glass rose 
windows, though damaged, were 
not destroyed.  

Notre-Dame’s organ, one of the 
world’s biggest and most famous, 

also remained intact a� er the 
� re. � e impressive instrument 
dates to the 1730s and boasts an 
estimated 8000 pipes. 

Emergency workers also 
managed to rescue many 
valuable works of art and 
religious items from the � re. 
Among them? � e crown 
of thorns, said to have been 
worn by Jesus before his 
cruci� xion, and a tunic worn by 

engulf: to surround something in a way that destroys it
esplanade: a long stretch of open level ground (paved or 
grassy) for walking along a waterfront
immortalize: to make famous forever
intact: not harmed in any way by something that has 
happened

rose window: large circular window, usually glazed with 
stained glass, having stone tracery radiating from the center, 
o� en with intricate petal-like patterns
spire: a tall tower at the top of a building (usually a church or 
temple) and that tapers to a point at the top
tunic: a long, loose piece of clothing with a belt and no 
sleeves, worn by people in ancient times

Definitions

Did you know?
� e island that houses Notre-
Dame is the true heart of Paris. 
All distances in France are 
measured from the esplanade in 
front of the cathedral. 
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Infographic

France’s Notre-DAme de Paris 
– City’s Heart Wounded by Flames

© GRAPHIC NEWS

Notre-Dame fire: Assessing the damage
Hundreds of millions of euros have been pledged to help rebuild Notre-Dame

after fire ravaged the 850-year-old building, destroying the medieval roof
timbers, the spire, and parts of the stone vaulting below

48m

128m

Spire 18:50 local time:
Fire begins in
roof near spire

19:53: Spire collapses
as fire races along
transept and nave

North
Transept 20:07: Entire

roof collapses

Bell
towers

Nave

South
Transept

Choir

Bell towers: 68m high.
Largest bell – Emmanuel –
installed 1685.
Both towers intact

Gargoyles: Mythical
stone creatures – much
loved part of cathedral

Spire: Restored
in 1860s after
12th century
original
dismantled
in French
Revolution.
Destroyed

Bronze
statues:

Twelve Apostles
and four evangelists

removed days before
fire for renovation

Grand Organ: 8000-pipe
instrument, renovated 2013.
Reported saved

Stained glass: 13th century
rose windows. One survived,
fate of two others uncertain

Relics: Crown of Thorns believed
worn by Jesus at crucifixion, and

Tunic of Saint Louis, 13th century
king of France. Both saved

Source: www.notredamedeparis.fr Pictures: Associated Press
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International

France’s Notre-DAme de Paris 
– City’s Heart Wounded by Flames

QUIZ

A. Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question: 

______  1. How long did it take to build the Notre-Dame cathedral?
  a) 25 years     b) 50 years
  c) 100 years     d) 200 years

______  2. A stone statue of an ugly creature o� en found on old churches is called a: 
  a) serpent     b) gargoyle
  c) spire     d) � ying buttress

______  3. How many tourists visited Notre-Dame in 2018?
  a) 800,000     b) 2 million
  c) 9 million     d) 13 million

B. Mark the statements T (True) or F (False). If a statement is True, write one important fact to 
support it on the line below. If a statement is False, write the words that make it true on the line below. 

______  4. True or False? Notre-Dame cathedral is located on an island. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

______  5. True or False? � e � re that engulfed Notre-Dame was started on purpose.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

______  6. True or False? � e French government does not plan to rebuild Notre-Dame cathedral.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

C. Fill in the blanks to complete each sentence.   
7. Notre-Dame is one of the best examples of French ______________________ cathedral architecture. 

8. � e Notre-Dame � re burned the roof and engulfed the  ______________________ which collapsed. 

9. Notre-Dame cathedral is a UNESCO World ______________________ Site. 
D. Respond to the following question in paragraph form. (Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.)

As you see it, what is the signi� cance of the Notre-Dame � re? Give reasons to support your response.
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Human rights groups around 
the world report that China has 
imprisoned up to one million 
Uighurs living in China’s 
Xinjiang region. Satellite images 
and other evidence show a 
growing number of detention 
centres in Xinjiang, including at 
least 44 high-security buildings. 

Fake news
� e Chinese government, 
however, denies this accusation. 
It is “completely untrue,” a senior 
Chinese o�  cial told the UN 
last August. � e centres have 
been set up to teach lessons on 
Chinese history, language, and 
culture. � ey o� er ‘nutritious, 
free diets’. � e buildings are also 
used as job retraining centres, 
another o�  cial explained. 

However, China does admit to 
cracking down on ‘extremist 

activity’ among Uighur Muslims 
in Xinjiang. It claims that 
Islamic militants and separatists 

are plotting attacks and stirring 
up tension between Uighurs and 
Han Chinese. 

autonomous: freedom to govern or control its own a� airs
detention centre: jails where prisoners are held 
temporarily
extremist: far beyond the norm
Han chinese: China’s main ethnic group

perceive: to understand or think about something in a 
particular way
separatist: a group that wants to form a new country
soviet union: a former country of Europe and Asia
underground: secretly working against an existing regime

Definitions

International

The Uighurs of China
– Terrorists or Victims?

About Xinjiang’s Uighurs
China has the largest population in the world – 1.4 billion. Some 91.5 
percent are Han Chinese; 8.5 percent are minorities. 

Xinjiang is a territory in northwest China. It became part of China 
in 1949. In theory the region is autonomous. In practice, the Chinese 
government controls it.

� e population of Xinjiang is 22 million. About 11 million are Uighur 
Muslims who speak a language similar to Turkish. 

Xinjiang’s traditional economy is based on agriculture and trade. But 
the region is rich in oil and other resources, and the economy has been 
developing. � at’s prompted many Han Chinese from China’s eastern 
areas to move to Xinjiang. Han Chinese now make up 40 percent of the 
territory’s population. Many local Uighurs resent them because they 
are perceived to get the best jobs.

Uighur communities also exist in neighbouring countries, such as 
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Kazakhstan. � ese countries used to be 
part of the Soviet Union. But they gained independence in the 1990s, 
when the Soviet Union collapsed. � at inspired some Xinjiang Uighurs 
to start a separatist movement. However, China’s harsh response to 
these activities forced separatists underground.
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