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Articles and Questions
Each 
free article
 of 
What in the World
?
 
includes: 
1) a PDF file 
and
 
2) a Word file 
These files contain 
only
 the article and questions. They do 
not
 contain Answer Keys. 
This 
Word
 file allows students to complete assignments using a computer either at school or at home. Teachers can assign all or parts of the file by email attachment or a school website. The 
Word
 file also allows teachers to:
• easily modify and format content including changing 
fonts
 and 
text sizes
 
• create a PDF document and use Adobe Reader's 'Read Out Loud Mode'
• save paper and copying costs and help protect the environment 
• promote and encourage students’ computer skills
What Else Can You Do With The Word File?
#1) 
Y
ou can easily upload the file to Google Docs and share it with students or other teachers. 
See how here:
https://support.google.com/drive/answer/2424368?hl=en
#2) Translate the uploaded document into another language. (see 
Tools>Translate document
).
 
Google Docs will create a new copy of the original file but you will need to edit the document to suit your requirements. Google Docs can translate into over 100 languages including Spanish, Mandarin, German, etc. 
See how here:
https://support.google.com/docs/answer/187189?hl=en&co=GENIE.Platform=Desktop
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A Battle Over Belugas
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An attraction near Niagara Falls, Ontario, lies abandoned. The grounds are closed. The rides are being dismantled. Theatres that once held crowds sit silent. Even the land is up for sale. 
The park isn’t empty, though. Not quite yet. 
The site is Marineland. It used to be famous for its performing whales and dolphins. Some animals—including 30 belugas—still live there. But now they’re stuck in overcrowded tanks. 
Meanwhile, politicians, park owners, and activists argue about how to pay for their $2 million-a-month upkeep. The whales are in a dispute they know nothing about—and it may cost them their lives.
The end of an era
Marineland opened in 1961. The park expanded and became a huge tourist attraction. By 1975, it kept over 1000 animals. It claimed to be Niagara Falls' most popular attraction after the falls. During the 1990s and early 2000s, it welcomed over 300,000 visitors yearly. 
Over time, though, ideas changed. People became concerned about whales in captivity. They realized that these huge, intelligent, social animals weren’t meant to be performers. They couldn’t live full lives in confining tanks. 
In 2019, Canada banned the capture of cetaceans. Marineland could keep its whales but could not get more. 
And whale welfare remained an issue. Provincial inspectors have checked on the whales 200 times since 2020. Marineland was ordered to make improvements over three dozen times.
Activists protested the park’s treatment of animals and Marineland no longer drew crowds. By 2024, it was a ghost town. In 2025, the park simply didn’t open. It was put up for sale. Today, some staff remain behind to care for and interact with the remaining animals. 
A complicated issue
Marineland’s 270-hectare property is about the size of 385 soccer fields. It is very valuable because it’s near the hugely popular Niagara Falls tourist district. However, few buyers want property that comes with 30 belugas. So owners searched for a new home for them. One location that offered to take them was Chimelong Ocean Kingdom Aquarium, a theme park near Hong Kong, China.
Marineland then looked for a $5 million loan—the cost to ship the whales. However, Ottawa denied the permit needed to ship the animals. The federal government disagreed with the transfer because Chimelong planned to use the whales for breeding and entertainment. That’s exactly what Canada passed laws to prevent. 
So Department of Fisheries and Oceans Minister Joanne Thompson said she couldn’t approve the export. The federal government also refused to help pay the cost of the animals’ monthly upkeep. It argued that the company should have planned for this problem. 
Now, Marineland’s owners say they face bankruptcy. They’ve threatened to euthanize the whales unless they get the funds needed for their care. 
Some people don’t buy the bankruptcy claim, however.
“Maybe on paper Marineland can make it look like… they can file for bankruptcy,” said Phil Demers, a former Marineland trainer, “but they are sitting on 400 acres of prime land in Niagara Falls. [T]here are developers salivating… to get a piece of that.”
Ontario's role
As it turns out, Ontario—not Ottawa—enforces animal welfare laws. So some say the province must act to save the whales. Ontario Premier Doug Ford said he was disappointed that Ottawa refused to allow the whale transfer. But he added that Ontario would try to help. 
“Marineland is actively working with the provincial government to find a suitable solution that ensures the health and wellbeing of our 30 beluga whales,” the company then declared.
No clear path 
Lots of solutions have been floated, but none have panned out so far. Releasing the animals into the sea isn't an option. The belugas were born in captivity. They have no wild survival skills. 
Some people want to turn Marineland into the “world’s first global inland sanctuary” for the animals. And a group called World Animal Protection wants the park to become a palliative care facility for the creatures. Another option? Some belugas could be sent to a planned whale sanctuary near Nova Scotia, but it is a long way from completion.
A sanctuary in Iceland could take up to ten belugas. But two animals that it fostered in 2020 have spent nearly all their time in an indoor pool due to an oil spill and the stress of adapting to open waters. Andrew Trites, a University of British Columbia marine expert, says whales introduced into the wild often face starvation and loneliness. 
Meanwhile, these mammals are at serious risk. Perhaps growing public awareness will force all parties to come up with a workable solution.  


The Majestic Beluga Whale
Friendly and curious beluga whales, among the smallest of whale species, can grow up to five metres in length. They are white, have bulbous foreheads, soft features, and faces that appear to be smiling. They live in pods that vary from a few to several hundred. They don’t stay tied to one pod for life; they move between groups. 
Belugas, so-called "canaries of the sea," communicate through chirps, clicks, and whistles. In Canada, they live in the Arctic Ocean, Hudson Bay, and the St. Lawrence estuary. Thick skin and blubber, which make up 40 percent of their weight, protect them from the cold.  
They navigate by echolocation, but also have sharp vision. They can dive 600 metres or more. Salmon, herring, shrimp, and mollusks make up their diet. Pollution, habitat loss, and orcas pose the greatest threat to their well-being. Belugas live up to 60 years in the wild but often die before age 30 in captivity. 
The world population of belugas is between 150,000 and 200,000 mature individuals, but some stocks are endangered. Canadian and U.S. marine mammal protection laws safeguard these and other marine species.



bankruptcy: when a business fails and can’t pay its debts
blubber: the fat of sea mammals, especially whales and seals
cetacean: a mammal like a whale, dolphin, or porpoise that lives in the ocean
echolocation: the way some animals use sound to “see”
estuary: the place where a river meets the sea
euthanize: to kill a living thing painlessly to relieve suffering
palliative care: the relief of serious health-related suffering
sanctuary: a nature reserve for wild animals



 Comprehension Questions

1. Where is Marineland located?


2. When did Marineland first open? When did it close?


3. Explain the purpose of this tourist attraction. How many people visited in the 1990s and early 2000s?


4. Describe why attendance began to fall some 20 years ago.


5. What new rules did the federal government create in 2019?


6. How many whales still live at Marineland?


7. Which government is responsible for animal welfare at Marineland? 


8. Which theme park offered to take the beluga whales? 


9. Which government is responsible for allowing this transfer?  


10. Which minister must approve this transfer? 


11. What did the minister decide about the whale relocation? What reason did she give for her decision?



 Questions For Further Thought

1. The article and the links provided outline the concerns and perspectives of animal rights activists, trainers, biologists, government officials, and many others. Still, there has been no resolution to this issue.
As you see it, who is responsible for the welfare of the beluga whales at Marineland? In your opinion, how should this problem be resolved? Give reasons to support your ideas.





2. An inference is a conclusion drawn from evidence. A good inference is supported by evidence in the article and is consistent with known facts outside the article. What inference can you draw from the fact that Belugas live up to 60 years in the wild but often die before age 30 in captivity? Give reasons to support your ideas.





3. Every year, millions of animals are captured from the wild or bred in captivity for commercial profit or human amusement. As you see it, are there any circumstances in which animal captivity is acceptable? Support your ideas with examples.




 Questions For On Line Exploration
Note: The links below are listed at www.lesplan.com/links for easy access. 

1. Find out more about the beluga whales currently living at Marineland:
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=wLLDJDZO3fI [5:03] 
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=PyN_lQq_SAc [23:39] (podcast)
What did you learn?


2. Learn why it is challenging to find a new home for the belugas:
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/marineland-beluga-new-home-solutions-9.6933460
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=sInnAky7cd4 [3:27]
Has your perspective on the situation changed based on the information presented? Explain.


3. Read about the PAWS act and how it is designed to protect animal welfare in Ontario: 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/animal-welfare


4. Visit the sites of a number of animal rights groups that are speaking out about the situation at Marineland:
Humane World for Animals – https://www.humaneworld.org/en
World Animal Protection Canada – https://www.worldanimalprotection.ca/
Marine Mammal Research Unit – https://mmru.ubc.ca/
What questions do you have?



5. Check out this fact sheet about beluga whales:
https://baleinesendirect.org/en/discover/the-species-of-the-st-lawrence/the-13-species/beluga/ 
What did you learn?



 Putting It All Together

A. Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question: 
______  1. Where is Marineland located?
	a) Winnipeg, Manitoba	b) Vancouver, British Columbia
	c) Montreal, Quebec	d) Niagara Falls, Ontario
______  2. Which minister is responsible for the Department of Fisheries and Oceans? 
	a) Pierre Poilievre	b) Mark Carney
	c) Joanne Thompson	d) Mélanie Joly
______  3. In which country is the Chimelong Ocean Kingdom Aquarium located?
	a) Saudi Arabia	b) China
	c) United States	d) France
B. Mark the statements T (True) or F (False). If a statement is True, write one important fact to support it on the line below. If a statement is False, write the words that make it true on the line below. 
______  4. True or False? Marineland first opened in 1961.

______  5. True or False? Chimelong Ocean Kingdom planned to use the belugas for breeding and entertainment. 

______  6. True or False? The federal government is responsible for animal welfare at Marineland. 

C. Fill in the blanks to complete each sentence.			
7. Belugas are known as the  _______________________ of the sea.
8. In 2019 Canada banned the capture and display of _______________________ . 
9. There are _______________________ beluga whales currently living at Marineland. 

D. Respond to the following question in paragraph form. (Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.)
10. As you see it, what should happen to the Marineland belugas? Give reasons to support your response.


Assessment Rubric         		 					     			        	

This rubric may be helpful in providing students with formative, strength-based feedback and/or assessing students’ responses holistically. This easy-to-modify activity is included in the doc file which you can download from: 
www.lesplan.com/subscribers  

	
	Emerging
	Developing
	Proficient
	Extending

	Supports thinking



	Answers or reflections are brief and include obvious facts/details/ evidence.

	Answers or reflections are general and supported with some relevant facts/details/evidence.

	Answers or reflections are clearly supported with specific, relevant facts/details/evidence.

	Answers or reflections are insightful and supported with specific, relevant facts/details/evidence.


	Shows understanding





	Responses show a basic understanding of the text, topic, issue or message.

	Responses are thoughtful and show a general understanding of the text, topic, issue or message.

	Responses are thoughtful and show a complete understanding of the text, topic, issue or message.

	Responses are insightful and show a deep understanding the text, topic, issue or message. May synthesize ideas or explain the ‘so what’.


	Thinks 
critically




	Makes straightforward connections or inferences. Focuses on retelling.

	Makes logical connections to self (T:S) and/or background knowledge (T:S). Inferences are logical

	Makes meaningful connections to self. Considers ideas between texts (T:T).
Inferences are plausible.
	Makes powerful connections that go between texts and/or beyond the text (T:W). 
Inferences are plausible and insightful.
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