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MISSION STATEMENT

LesPlan Educational Services Ltd. aims to help teachers develop students’
engagement in, understanding of, and ability to critically assess current
issues and events by providing quality, up-to-date, affordable, ready-to-use
resources appropriate for use across the curriculum.

I have had many parents comment to me
about how great they think What in the
World? is, and they look forward to each
month’s issue coming home... This is a
great resource for a small country school to
explore the global issues that affect us all.

K. Camelon, Grade 7/8 teacher
Admaston, ON

GET BREAKING NEWS
STORIES FREE ONLINE

Articles and supplementary materials for
breaking news stories are posted at
www.lesplan.com.

Download as many as you'd like!
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NATIONAL

LABOUR DISPUTE AT CANADA POST

Are you checking the mail for that birthday gift from Grandma?
You may have to wait. The reason? Some 55,000 postal workers
i cupw have been striking since late ...

Subscribe to read the full article. www.lesplan.com

NATIONAL
@ CANADIAN PIANISTS SHINE AT CHOPIN "OLYMPICS’

Canada made music history in late October. That’s when
20-year-old Kevin Chen came second at the 19th edition of the
International Fryderyk Chopin Piano ...

Subscribe to read the full article. info.lesplan.com

i; I INTERNATIONAL

21 GOLD RUSH 2.0

Gold seems to be glittering more than ever. In mid-October, one
ounce of the precious metal cost over US $4300 (around $6000
Canadian). That’s the highest amount ...

Subscribe to read the full article. 1 (888) 240-2246

* SUBSCRIBE TODAY & GET IT ALL *

“Of the reams of educational resources out there, What in
the World? is easily one of my favourites.”
- G. Shuley, Nanaimo, BC

With a subscription, you'll receive eight full issues.
Each issue includes four articles, a political cartoon,
a news photo assignment, maps, questions, quizzes,
and answer keys - everything you need to help

your students understand current Canadian and

“I love this publication! It is an excellent complement to
my Social Studies curriculum and the activities enable me

/ onal di to cover many provincial outcomes.”
International events and issues. - S. Giffin, Dartmouth, NS

WWW.LESPLAN.COM * 1-888-240-2212 + INFO@LESPLAN.COM




SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND THE ENVIRONMENT
A BATTLE OVER BELUGAS
—MARINELAND'S MAJESTIC CAPTIVES FACE AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE

1. Ask students to popcorn out names of zoos, aquariums, theme parks, or farms that they have visited
or know about where they can see animals in or near their community.

N.B. Examples will vary depending on where students live. Some examples might be Toronto Zoo,
Greater Vancouver Zoo, Ripley’s Aquarium, Montreal Biodome, Vancouver Aquarium, African Lion
Safari, alpaca farms, horse farms, etc.

2. If students don’t mention it, offer Marineland as an example and tell them that it is the topic of the
article they are about to read.

3. Share with students that the park is officially closed but that the fate of 30 beluga whales still at the
park is in jeopardy. Have students view this summary of the current situation:
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/marineland-belugas-ontario-ottawa-1.7653553 [2:07]

4. Ask students to turn and talk with a partner about what they saw in the report and discuss any
questions they had about the report.

5. Finally, invite students to set a purpose for reading the article, perhaps using one of the questions they
just identified, referring to the resource page Setting A Purpose Before Reading as needed.

Marineland: Starting the Show (August 21, 2017)

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DSC09252_-_Starting_the_show_(37080361121).jpg
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An attraction near Niagara Falls,
Ontario, lies abandoned. The
grounds are closed. The rides are
being dismantled. Theatres that
once held crowds sit silent. Even
the land is up for sale.

The park isn’t empty, though.
Not quite yet.

The site is Marineland. It used

to be famous for its performing
whales and dolphins. Some
animals—including 30 belugas—
still live there. But now they're
stuck in overcrowded tanks.

Meanwhile, politicians, park
owners, and activists argue about
how to pay for their $2 million-
a-month upkeep. The whales are
in a dispute they know nothing
about—and it may cost them
their lives.

THE END OF AN ERA

Marineland opened in 1961.
The park expanded and became
a huge tourist attraction. By
1975, it kept over 1000 animals.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND THE ENVIRONMENT

A BATTLE OVER BELUGAS

—MARINELAND'S MAJESTIC CAPTIVES FACE AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE

It claimed to be Niagara Falls'
most popular attraction after the
falls. During the 1990s and early
20008, it welcomed over 300,000
visitors yearly.

Over time, though, ideas
changed. People became
concerned about whales in
captivity. They realized that these
huge, intelligent, social animals
weren’t meant to be performers.
They couldn’t live full lives in
confining tanks.

In 2019, Canada banned

the capture of cetaceans.
Marineland could keep its
whales but could not get more.

And whale welfare remained an
issue. Provincial inspectors have
checked on the whales 200 times
since 2020. Marineland was
ordered to make improvements
over three dozen times.

Activists protested the park’s
treatment of animals and
Marineland no longer drew
crowds. By 2024, it was a ghost

town. In 2025, the park simply
didn’t open. It was put up for
sale. Today, some staff remain
behind to care for and interact
with the remaining animals.

A COMPLICATED ISSUE

Marineland’s 270-hectare
property is about the size of 385
soccer fields. It is very valuable
because it’s near the hugely
popular Niagara Falls tourist
district. However, few buyers
want property that comes with
30 belugas. So owners searched
for a new home for them. One
location that offered to take
them was Chimelong Ocean
Kingdom Aquarium, a theme
park near Hong Kong, China.

Marineland then looked for a

$5 million loan—the cost to ship
the whales. However, Ottawa
denied the permit needed to
ship the animals. The federal
government disagreed with the
transfer because Chimelong
planned to use the whales for

DEFINITIONS

CETACEAN: a mammal like a whale, dolphin, or porpoise that lives in the ocean
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breeding and entertainment.
That's exactly what Canada
passed laws to prevent.

So Department of Fisheries

and Oceans Minister Joanne
Thompson said she couldn’t
approve the export. The federal
government also refused to
help pay the cost of the animals’
monthly upkeep. It argued

that the company should have
planned for this problem.

Now, Marineland’s owners say
they face bankruptcy. They've
threatened to euthanize the
whales unless they get the funds
needed for their care.

THE MAJESTIC BELUGA WHALE

Friendly and curious beluga whales, among the smallest of whale
species, can grow up to five metres in length. They are white, have
bulbous foreheads, soft features, and faces that appear to be smiling.
They live in pods that vary from a few to several hundred. They don’t
stay tied to one pod for life; they move between groups.

Belugas, so-called "canaries of the sea,” communicate through chirps,
clicks, and whistles. In Canada, they live in the Arctic Ocean, Hudson
Bay, and the St. Lawrence estuary. Thick skin and blubber, which make
up 40 percent of their weight, protect them from the cold.

They navigate by echolocation, but also have sharp vision. They can
dive 600 metres or more. Salmon, herring, shrimp, and mollusks make
up their diet. Pollution, habitat loss, and orcas pose the greatest threat
to their well-being. Belugas live up to 60 years in the wild but often die
before age 30 in captivity.

The world population of belugas is between 150,000 and 200,000 mature
individuals, but some stocks are endangered. Canadian and U.S. marine

Some people don’t buy the

mammal protection laws safeguard these and other marine species.

bankruptcy claim, however.

“Maybe on paper Marineland
can make it look like... they can
file for bankruptcy;” said Phil
Demers, a former Marineland
trainer, “but they are sitting

on 400 acres of prime land

in Niagara Falls. [T]here are
developers salivating... to get a
piece of that”

ONTARIO'S ROLE

As it turns out, Ontario—not
Ottawa—enforces animal welfare
laws. So some say the province
must act to save the whales.
Ontario Premier Doug Ford

said he was disappointed that
Ottawa refused to allow the
whale transfer. But he added that
Ontario would try to help.

“Marineland is actively working
with the provincial government
to find a suitable solution that
ensures the health and wellbeing
of our 30 beluga whales,” the
company then declared.

NO CLEAR PATH

Lots of solutions have been
floated, but none have panned
out so far. Releasing the animals
into the sea isn't an option. The
belugas were born in captivity.
They have no wild survival skills.

Some people want to turn
Marineland into the “world’s
first global inland sanctuary” for
the animals. And a group called
World Animal Protection wants
the park to become a palliative
care facility for the creatures.

Another option? Some belugas
could be sent to a planned whale
sanctuary near Nova Scotia, but
it is a long way from completion.

A sanctuary in Iceland could
take up to ten belugas. But two
animals that it fostered in 2020
have spent nearly all their time
in an indoor pool due to an oil
spill and the stress of adapting
to open waters. Andrew Trites, a
University of British Columbia
marine expert, says whales
introduced into the wild often
face starvation and loneliness.

Meanwhile, these mammals are
at serious risk. Perhaps growing
public awareness will force

all parties to come up with a
workable solution. ¥

DEFINITIONS

BANKRUPTCY: when a business fails and can’t pay its debts
BLUBBER: the fat of sea mammals, especially whales and seals
ECHOLOCATION: the way some animals use sound to “see”

ESTUARY: the place where a river meets the sea

EUTHANIZE: to kill a living thing painlessly to relieve suffering
PALLIATIVE CARE: the relief of serious health-related suftering
SANCTUARY: a nature reserve for wild animals
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND THE ENVIRONMENT

A BATTLE OVER BELUGAS

—MARINELAND'S MAJESTIC CAPTIVES FACE AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE

1. Where is Marineland located?

2. When did Marineland first open? When did it close?

3. Explain the purpose of this tourist attraction. How many people visited in the 1990s and early 2000s?

4. Describe why attendance began to fall some 20 years ago.

5. What new rules did the federal government create in 2019?

6. How many whales still live at Marineland?

7. Which government is responsible for animal welfare at Marineland?

8. Which theme park offered to take the beluga whales?

9. Which government is responsible for allowing this transfer?

10. Which minister must approve this transfer?

11. What did the minister decide about the whale relocation? What reason did she give for her decision?

LEVEL 1 - NO. 3 WHAT IN THE WORLD?  SAMPLE



SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND THE ENVIRONMENT

A BATTLE OVER BELUGAS

—MARINELAND'S MAJESTIC CAPTIVES FACE AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE

1. The article and the links provided outline the concerns and perspectives of animal rights activists,
trainers, biologists, government officials, and many others. Still, there has been no resolution to this
issue.

As you see it, who is responsible for the welfare of the beluga whales at Marineland? In your opinion,
how should this problem be resolved? Give reasons to support your ideas.

2. An inference is a conclusion drawn from evidence. A good inference is supported by evidence in the
article and is consistent with known facts outside the article. What inference can you draw from the
fact that Belugas live up to 60 years in the wild but often die before age 30 in captivity? Give reasons to
support your ideas.

3. Every year, millions of animals are captured from the wild or bred in captivity for commercial
profit or human amusement. As you see it, are there any circumstances in which animal captivity is
acceptable? Support your ideas with examples.

LEVEL 1 - NO. 3 WHAT IN THE WORLD?  SAMPLE



SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND THE ENVIRONMENT

A BATTLE OVER BELUGAS

—MARINELAND'S MAJESTIC CAPTIVES FACE AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE

QUESTIONS FOR ONLINE EXPLORATION

Note: The links below are listed at www.lesplan.com/links for easy access.

1. Find out more about the beluga whales currently living at Marineland:
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?2v=wLLDJDZO3fI [5:03]
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=PyN 1Qq SAc [23:39] (podcast)

What did you learn?

2. Learn why it is challenging to find a new home for the belugas:
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/marineland-beluga-new-home-solutions-9.6933460

https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=sInnAkyzcd4 [3:27]

Has your perspective on the situation changed based on the information presented? Explain.

3. Read about the PAWS act and how it is designed to protect animal welfare in Ontario:
https://www.ontario.ca/page/animal-welfare

4. Visit the sites of a number of animal rights groups that are speaking out about the situation at
Marineland:

Humane World for Animals - https://www.humaneworld.org/en

World Animal Protection Canada - https://www.worldanimalprotection.ca/
Marine Mammal Research Unit - https://mmru.ubc.ca/

What questions do you have?

5. Check out this fact sheet about beluga whales:
https://baleinesendirect.org/en/discover/the-species-of-the-st-lawrence/the-13-species/beluga/

What did you learn?

LEVEL 1 - NO. 3 WHAT IN THE WORLD?  SAMPLE



Complete this map assignment to better understand the article A Battle Over Belugas.

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Obtain the required resources and read all the instructions before starting.

2. Colour your map after all labelling is completed.

3. Print in pencil only first, then go over the printing in black ink.

4. Work carefully and neatly.

Resources Required: pencil, black pen, pencil crayons, ruler, eraser and an atlas.
Part A Locate and label Ontario in CAPITAL letters and shade this province yellow.
Part B Locate and label the capital of Ontario and underline this city name.

Part C Locate and label the capital of Canada and underline this city name.

Part D Locate and label the following province and American states in CAPITAL letters and shade
each as indicated:

Quebec (red) New York (pink) Pennsylvania (orange)
New Jersey (brown) Ohio (purple) Michigan (green)

Part E Locate and label the U.S.-Canada border.
Part F Locate and label the following and shade all fresh water light blue:

Lake Huron Georgian Bay Lake St. Claire
Lake Erie Lake Ontario

Part G Locate and label the following Ontario cities:

Mississauga Brampton
Hamilton London
Markham Vaughan
Kitchener Windsor
Niagara Falls

Part H Locate and label the following cities outside Ontario:

Montreal Buffalo
Cleveland Detroit

Part I Locate and label the following rivers and shade them light blue:
St. Lawrence River Ottawa River

Part ] Complete your map with a frame, title and compass. *

Ontario

LEVEL 1 - NO. 3 WHAT IN THE WORLD? » SAMPLE PAGE 10
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND THE ENVIRONMENT

A BATTLE OVER BELUGAS

—MARINELAND'S MAJESTIC CAPTIVES FACE AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE

A. Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question:

1. Where is Marineland located?

a) Winnipeg, Manitoba b) Vancouver, British Columbia
¢) Montreal, Quebec d) Niagara Falls, Ontario
2. Which minister is responsible for the Department of Fisheries and Oceans?
a) Pierre Poilievre b) Mark Carney
¢) Joanne Thompson d) Mélanie Joly
3. In which country is the Chimelong Ocean Kingdom Aquarium located?
a) Saudi Arabia b) China
¢) United States d) France

B. Mark the statements T (True) or F (False). If a statement is True, write one important fact to
support it on the line below. If a statement is False, write the words that make it true on the line below.

4. True or False? Marineland first opened in 1961.

5. True or False? Chimelong Ocean Kingdom planned to use the belugas for breeding
and entertainment.

6. True or False? The federal government is responsible for animal welfare at Marineland.

C. Fill in the blanks to complete each sentence.

7. Belugas are known as the of the sea.

8. In 2019 Canada banned the capture and display of

9. There are beluga whales currently living at Marineland.

D. Respond to the following question in paragraph form. (Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.)

10. As you see it, what should happen to the Marineland belugas? Give reasons to support your response.

LEVEL 1 * NO. 3 WHAT IN THE WORLD? » SAMPLE PAGE 12



RESOURCE PAGE FOR STUDENTS

SETTING A PURPOSE BEFORE READING

There are a number of reasons we read, and setting a purpose for reading - knowing WHY we are
reading - helps us to focus on important information and to better understand and remember what we
read. It also helps us decide HOW we will read the text.

We don't read all texts for the same purposes or in the same way. For example, we read an instruction
manual for a new Blu-ray player for a different reason than we read a book or a website. How we will
read it - the strategies we use — will also differ. We are more likely to skim to find the information

we need in a manual. Once we find what we need, we might read the instructions carefully to figure
out what to do. Then, we stop reading, put the manual down, and carry out the steps. We may have to
reread if we get confused or forget what to do.

This is a very different approach than the one we would use to read a book. When we read a book,

we usually read cover-to-cover. We read carefully so we don't miss any details because we want to
understand the whole story. Sometimes we make connections or create images in our minds as we read
to help us better understand what we are reading. Depending on its length, we may put the book down
before we finish reading it but we will start reading where we left off.

Good readers are flexible and responsive. This means that they match their reading strategies to their
purpose for reading. What types of text do you read? Why do you read them? What strategies do you
use to read each of these texts? The chart below is a summary of the main purposes for reading and
what each entails.

Purpose for reading What it looks like

For enjoyment Usually student-selected.
Allows students to choose a variety of genres and forms.

Allows students to pursue what interests them while
developing reading skills.

To experience something new Students make connections between their personal
experiences and those of people around the world.

To learn more about themselves and others Students reflect on what they’ve read and express opinions
and perspectives.

Students develop a sense of their personal values and make
sense of the world around them.

To gain information Students use the features of informational texts to gather,
analyse and apply what they’ve learned.

To understand issues Students develop a sense of perspective.

Students pose questions, acknowledge other points of view,
critique the opinions presented and support opinions with
evidence.

To appreciate writing Students respond to text in ways other than written
answers to apply what they’ve learned in new contexts.

To appreciate use of media to communicate Students respond to a variety of media formats (e.g.,
infographics, political cartoons, videos, etc.) and react to
how the format supports the meaning of the message.

* Chart adapted from: A Guide to Effective Literacy Instruction, Grades 4-6, p. 11.

LesPlan
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Current Events, Clearly Explained

Students want to know what’s happening in their world -
but the news can be difficult and time-consuming to teach.

WE HAVE THE SOLUTION. (Four, actually)

The Canadian Reader What in the World? ) _
v" PDF/Word resource v' PDF/Word resource ﬁ~ ¥ B
v Clearly written, leveled Canadian v Four national and e N

current events articles international news stories MinE -
v Literacy-based lesson plans v Key vocabulary Am?fsecwd
v" Engaging, original illustrations v" Background information
v" Comics v Varied assignments that
v" Map assignments build content-area

knowledge and enhance critical thinking

Product details: 8 issues. 38 pages.
v" Maps and illustrations

Available in English and in French for
grades 3 and up (1 reading level). Product details: 8 issues. 60 pages. Available in English and
in French, and in 2 reading levels, for grades 5 and up.

Currents4Kids.com News4Youth.com

v Online and interactive v Online and interactive

v Weekly v Weekly

¥ Auto-graded quizzes v" Auto-graded quizzes

v
R.eader responses . v' Reader responses grade 7 & up
v’ Links to relevant articles, resources, v’ Links to relevant articles. resources
> bl

maps, photos and videos maps, photos and videos
v Extension activities v Extension activities
Product details: 40 issues.
One subscription allows all teachers and students access
from any device. Available in English and in French.
Grades 3 and up (1 reading level).
Focus on high-interest stories suitable for younger students.

Product details: 40 issues.

One subscription allows all teachers and students access
from any device. Available in English and in French.
Grades 5 and up (3 reading levels).

Focus on national, international, Indigenous,

and sci/tech stories.

1-888-240-2212 ...lesplan.con

Contact us for a sample copy or free demo.

LesPlan Educational Services Ltd.

visit: www.lesplan.com email: info@lesplan.com call toll free: 888 240-2212




Students Can Work In Word/Google Docs...

... that each issue of What In The World? includes a PDF file (complete document) and a
Word file (articles and questions only).

Students can complete assignments directly in the Word file. Teachers can email the file to
students or post it on the Internet. The Word file also allows teachers to:

+ easily modify and format content including changing fOIES and teXt sizes
o create a PDF document and use Adobe Reader’s ‘Read Out Loud Mode’

« save paper and copying costs and help protect the environment

« promote and encourage students’ computer skills

Data in the Word file Google Docs and LibreOffice

There are three ways to access data from a Word file: * You can easily upload the Word file to Google Docs and

1) Select the data you wish to Copy and then Paste it into share it with students or other teachers.

any word processing program. Use Select All to copy the « You can translate a Google Docs file into another language
entire document. (see Tools>Translate document) but you will need to edit

2) Import the entire Word file into LibreOffice (or the document to suit your requirements. Google Docs

another similar program) and then save as a new file. can translate into over 100 languages including Spanish,

Mandarin, and German.
3) Create a new file in a different format. Use the Word
Save As command to choose: 1) plain text, 2) rich text « LibreOffice is a free alternate to Microsoft Office and
format (RTE), 3) Web page (-htm), 4) PDE etc offers the same functionality. It’s easy to install and use.
See: www.libreoffice.org

LesPlan Educational Services Ltd.

Visit: www.lesplan.com email: info@lesplan.com call toll free: 888 240-2212
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Help your students understand today’s top stories with WHAT IN THE
WORLD? - LesPlan’s highly-acclaimed monthly current events resource.
Engaging, levelled articles, background information
SPECIAL OFFER and original illustrations make the news interesting

FOR NM and easy to grasp. Accompanying questions and
SUBSMONS assignments provide multiple ways to examine the

topics and enhance literacy and critical thinking.

SUITABLE FOR GRADES 5 AND UP

Subscribe
now for the
2025 - 2026
school year,
and get the
November

and December
issues FREE!
(a $57.50 value)

When I have kids in grade 4/5 wanting

to know when the next issue is coming,

even in December and June, thats when
I know I have an excellent resource.

A. Eisler, Burnaby, BC

It is a relief to have a resource that fits with
the curriculum and is teacher-friendly (ready
to hand out). The added bonus of having
the answers to the questions and discussion
notes makes my life just a little bit easier.

B. Thibodeau, Saskatoon, SK

I have been using your product for seven
years. There isn't a month that goes by that
I don’t get into challenging discussions with

my students with the leads you provide
and go in directions I could never imagine.

Thank you for this terrific teaching aid!

D. Faerber, Pembroke, ON

SEE NEXT FOR PAGE SAMPLES AND ORDERING DETAILS!
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B YES, sign me up for the 2025 - 2026 school year and send me the

November and December issues FREE*
Promo code: 2Free

* Offer only applies to new subscriptions.

Publication English French Grade Level Price Amount
6 issues
(Nov. - May)
e O (] Grades3andup = $115

Canadian Reader*

What In the World? O O Grades 5 and up $115

Level 1*
i 2
What in the World O OJ Grades 8 and up $115
Level 2*
Online Weekly
(Nov. - June 30 issues)

O Grades 3 and up $115
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ON add 13% HST NS add 14% HST HST —
NB, NL, & PEI add 15% HST ) (@] THE UIGHURS OF CHINA

~ TERRORISTS OR VICTIMS?

All others add 5% GST GST

Total

* Receive 6 issues for the price of 4. Save $57.50 off the regular price of $172.50.
** Receive 6 months for the price of 4. Save $110 off the regular price of $330.

Deliver to (please print clearly)

Name

School

Address

City Province/Territory Postal Code

Email HOW TO ORDER

* Email required for password notification

Online: www.lesplan.com

Billing Options Fax (toll-free): 1 888 240-2246

[ Bill school [J purchase Order = Phone (toll-free): 1 888 240-2212
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