Articles and Questions
Each free article of What in the World? includes: 

1) a PDF file 
and 
2) a Word file 
These files contain only the article and questions. They do not contain Answer Keys. 
This Word file allows students to complete assignments using a computer either at school or at home. Teachers can assign all or parts of the file by email attachment or a school website. The Word file also allows teachers to:
• easily modify and format content including changing fonts and text sizes 
• create a PDF document and use Adobe Reader's 'Read Out Loud Mode'
• save paper and copying costs and help protect the environment 
• promote and encourage students’ computer skills

What Else Can You Do With The Word File?
#1) You can easily upload the file to Google Docs and share it with students or other teachers. See how here:
https://support.google.com/drive/answer/2424368?hl=en
#2) Translate the uploaded document into another language. (see Tools>Translate document). Google Docs will create a new copy of the original file but you will need to edit the document to suit your requirements. Google Docs can translate into over 100 languages including Spanish, Mandarin, German, etc. See how here:
https://support.google.com/docs/answer/187189?hl=en&co=GENIE.Platform=Desktop
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Picture this: you wake up, reach for your phone—and TikTok is gone. Instagram, Snapchat, YouTube—all locked. The reason? The government has just made it illegal for you to use these apps.
That’s not a hypothetical. That’s what Manitoba Premier Wab Kinew announced on April 25. In a move that made headlines, he declared that the prairie province would be the first to prohibit kids under 16 from accessing TikTok, Instagram, Snapchat, X, Facebook, YouTube, and Twitch, as well as AI sites like ChatGPT. 
Proposals are also under review to limit late-night notifications, scrolling feeds, and targeted ads—features critics say are habit-forming. Manitoba is exploring ways to give parents more control over their kid's social media use, too, with tools that could restrict teens’ screen time during certain hours.
Keeping kids safe
Those moves could have a real impact. While Manitoba-specific numbers are not available, national data shows cellphone ownership among teens is extremely high. A study by MediaSmarts found that 81 percent of Canadian youth aged 12 and 13 owned a smartphone, rising to 93 percent among teens aged 14 to 17.
At the start of the 2024-2025 school year, Manitoba already banned cellphone use for all students in Grade 8 and under, while those in high school can’t access their phones during instructional time.
Now Manitoba is going further. Why? The short answer: mental health. Mr. Kinew's government argues that social media features such as likes, comments, and algorithm-driven feeds keep users scrolling. For teens, whose brains are still developing, that can be addictive. What’s more, social media often exposes young people to cyberbullying, misinformation, and unrealistic images of bodies and lifestyles.
In fact, studies from groups like the Canadian Paediatric Society and the WHO have linked heavy screen time and social media use to issues such as anxiety, depression, sleep disruption, and low self-esteem in adolescents.
As well, Statistics Canada reported that in 2018, 25 percent of kids between the ages of 12 and 17 were cyberbullied—most commonly online or through texted threats and insults. StatsCan also found that the more time kids spend on their smartphones, the more likely they are to be victimized. 
That’s a real problem. A 2026 Canadian study commissioned by Rogers Communications found that young people aged 11 to 17 were spending over five hours a day on their phones, far above the two-hour daily recreational screen time guideline recommended by the Canadian Paediatric Society.
Enforcing the law
Premier Kinew isn’t shy about placing blame squarely on the tech giants. He’s compared social media to vaping—something that might feel normal but causes real damage. 
So he has made clear that the responsibility for enforcement won’t fall on kids or parents. The companies themselves—Meta, OpenAI, Snapchat, and others—would be required to use age-verification technology to keep underage users off their platforms.
And if they don’t comply? The fines could be enormous. Mr. Kinew has hinted at extreme penalties. “They’re going to be bigger fines than you’ve ever seen in Manitoba before,” the premier said.
Learning from Australia
There’s no start date for the ban, and the full details of how age verification would work haven’t been released. So to understand where Manitoba is headed, it helps to look at Australia. 
In December 2025, the down-under nation of 27 million became the first to ban social media for users under 16. Social media companies were required to deactivate accounts belonging to underage users and to prevent younger teens from creating new accounts. Those who did not faced fines of up to $49 million Canadian.
The results were mixed. A month after the law took effect, nearly five million accounts belonging to young Australians were deactivated. But researchers also noticed something else. Many kids simply migrated to platforms that weren’t included in the ban or found workarounds—like altering their appearance slightly to fool facial-recognition age checks.
Technology analyst Carmi Levy says this is exactly why Manitoba’s plan includes AI chatbots in addition to social media. 
“Kids are managing to bypass [the law] in Australia, and I think we would have to expect that the same thing would happen here,” Mr. Levy said. But he added that the goal isn’t perfection. “The trick is to ensure that the vast majority of kids are targeted, that the majority of kids are given other alternatives to unmitigated social media access and that their safety is maximized.”
Teens respond 
Not surprisingly, young people have a lot to say about a law that directly affects them—and the reaction is far from unanimous.
Some teens agree with the proposed law, especially when it comes to AI. But others worry about what gets lost. Lily Wassing, 16, says restricting AI is okay, but cutting off other social media could hurt teens’ ability to connect. 
One of the most pointed criticisms came from Quinn Bloomfield, 18. He agreed with the goal of protecting kids online but was frustrated by how the decision was made. 
“There’s just a ban for this group of people who don’t have a voice as is,” he said. “They can’t vote, they don’t really have the ability to put their input into what’s going on, and this is one more thing that we’ve just thrust upon them without offering any solutions.” 
He suggested the province invest in spaces for teens to gather and socialize as part of any online restrictions.
Elsewhere in Canada
Manitoba may be the first province to announce a ban, but it likely won’t be the last to consider it.
British Columbia’s attorney general, Niki Sharma, said the province will look at similar measures if Ottawa doesn’t act first. For his part, Saskatchewan Premier Scott Moe says he plans to consult the public about a potential ban. And Quebec has its own movement pushing for under-16 restrictions. 
At the federal level, the Liberal Party recently passed a non-binding resolution calling for national age restrictions on social media. Canada tried to safeguard kids from social media before. The Online Harms Act, a law proposed in 2024, required tech companies to better protect children from troubling content. But the bill stalled and didn’t become law. The government will likely try again.
A broader trend
The Manitoba legislature could fast track the proposed social media ban law now, but it's more likely to be introduced this fall. 
The province is just one of many governments grappling with the same issue: has the harm caused by social media gotten bad enough to justify government intervention?
Various U.S. states believe it has. They’ve introduced laws requiring parental consent for minors to open accounts. Also, countries like China, France, Denmark, the United Kingdom, and New Zealand have introduced or are considering severe restrictions. 
But for now in Canada, Manitoba’s teens are the ones who would actually live under this prohibition. How they respond—and whether the ban helps—will have an impact on what the rest of the country does. 










Did you know?
Manitoba's population is 1.5 million and there are about 1.4 million cellphone subscriptions in the province. However, that number includes people with multiple devices and business accounts. 
The average age in Manitoba is 39.7. Children aged 15 and under make up 18.8 percent of the population or about 270,000. 
Manitoba is one of five provinces with more young people (15 to 24) than older individuals (55 to 64). For every potential retiree aged 55 to 64, there are 1.20 Manitobans aged 15 to 24.
























algorithm: a set of step-by-step instructions a computer follows to solve a problem or make a decision
hypothetical: based on an idea or situation that isn’t real but is imagined for discussion or thinking
non-binding resolution: an official statement that shows what a government thinks or supports, but it does not create a law
unmitigated: not reduced, softened, or made less severe in any way
WHO (World Health organization): a UN agency which coordinates responses to global public health issues and emergencies





 Comprehension Questions

1. What is the population of Manitoba? 				


2. What is the average age? What segment of the population is 15 years and under?


3. How many cellphones are in use in Manitoba?


4. How many 12 and 13-year-old kids in Canada have cellphones? How many teens aged 14 to 17 own cellphones? 


5. What does the Canadian Paediatric Society recommend is a safe amount of daily screen time for youth? How much time 


6. What are the current rules for cellphone use in Manitoba schools? 


7. Name the premier of Manitoba. What did he announce in late April?


8. What other restrictions are also being considered? 


9. What reasons did the Manitoba government give for these proposed restrictions? 


10. How  will the new rules be enforced? Explain. 



 Questions for Further Thought

1. Manitoba Premier Wab Kinew recently stated: "I think it's really important for the mental health of young people and just the freedom of young people to be kids while they're growing up." What is your understanding of this quote? Do you agree or disagree with his perspective? Give reasons to support your ideas.






2. Australia has had a social media ban for youth under 16 in place for about 4 months, the first country to do so. According to experts, many Australian kids are bypassing the law by migrating to platforms that weren't included in the ban. Technology analyst Carmi Levy states: "The trick is to ensure that the vast majority of kids are targeted, that the majority of kids are given other alternatives to unmitigated social media access." As you see it, what types of alternatives would help to limit youth exposure to social media? Give examples to support your ideas.






3. Other provinces, territories, and the Canadian government are considering following Manitoba's initiative to prohibit access to certain social media platforms and AI sites. How would you react if this were to happen in Canada? How would such a law change how you communicate with your peers and your daily routines? Give reasons to support your response.



 Questions For Online Exploration
Note: The links below are listed at www.lesplan.com/links for easy access. 

1. Learn more about Manitoba’s plan to ban social media for youth:
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=P767gyGwhnw [3:41]
What did you learn?


2. Hear from youth in Manitoba about what this proposed ban means for them:
https://www.cbc.ca/kidsnews/post/watch-manitoba-announces-canadas-1st-social-media-ban-what-teens-think [0:51] 
Do you agree or disagree with their ideas? Explain.


3. Explore some of the challenges in enforcing this ban:
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/ai-social-media-youth-ban-experts-9.7178638 [1:54]
What questions do you have?


4. Learn more about Australia’s efforts to ban social media for youth and the progress they’ve made with this initiative:
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cwyp9d3ddqyo
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/au-social-ban-begins-9.7007357 
https://www.cnews.fr/france/2026-04-10/interdiction-des-reseaux-sociaux-aux-moins-de-16-ans-en-australie-le-systeme-est 
What can we learn from Australia's example?


5. Learn why social media bans are becoming more common:
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=8krDm4883JE&list=PLC-psp4a5OpsA9lO_Y-E1tCrEwSN4h6bp&ind [30:03]


6. Learn what health organizations say about the potential dangers of social media for youth:
https://www.who.int/europe/news/item/25-09-2024-teens--screens-and-mental-health
https://healthyscreenuse.cps.ca/answers/age-bans 
What did you learn?


 Putting It All Together
A. Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question: 
______  1. Which country was the first to prevent kids from accessing social media?
	a) Texas	b) New Zealand
	c) Australia	d) France
	e) Japan
______  2. Who is the premier of Manitoba?
	a) Scott Moe	b) Mark Carney
	c) Richard Wagner	d) Wab Kinew
	e) Doug Ford
______  3. How many Manitoba residents are 15 years old and under?
	a) 270,000	b) 360,000
	c) 475,000	d) 640,000
	e) 1.5 million

B. Mark the statements T (True) or F (False). If a statement is True, write one important fact to support it on the line below. If a statement is False, write the words that make it true on the line below. 

______  4. True or False? 81 percent of Canadian youth aged 12 and 13 have a cellphone.

______  5. True or False? There is a total ban on cellphones in all Manitoba schools.

______  6. True or False? Manitoba parents and teachers will be responsible for enforcing the new social media ban. 


C. Fill in the blanks to complete each sentence.			
7. The Canadian Paediatric Society recommends _______________________ hours of daily screen time for youth.
8. There are _______________________ million cellphone subscribers in Manitoba.
9. WHO = World _______________________ Organization.

D. Respond to the following question in paragraph form. (Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.)
10. As you see it, what is the significance of this story? Give reasons to support your response.




Assessment Rubric         		 					     			        	

This rubric may be helpful in providing students with formative, strength-based feedback and/or assessing students’ responses holistically. This easy-to-modify activity is included in the doc file which you can download from: 
www.lesplan.com/subscribers   

	
	Emerging
	Developing
	Proficient
	Extending

	Supports thinking



	Answers or reflections are brief and include obvious facts/details/ evidence.

	Answers or reflections are general and supported with some relevant facts/details/evidence.

	Answers or reflections are clearly supported with specific, relevant facts/details/evidence.

	Answers or reflections are insightful and supported with specific, relevant facts/details/evidence.


	Shows understanding





	Responses show a basic understanding of the text, topic, issue or message.

	Responses are thoughtful and show a general understanding of the text, topic, issue or message.

	Responses are thoughtful and show a complete understanding of the text, topic, issue or message.

	Responses are insightful and show a deep understanding the text, topic, issue or message. May synthesize ideas or explain the ‘so what’.


	Thinks 
critically




	Makes straightforward connections or inferences. Focuses on retelling.

	Makes logical connections to self (T:S) and/or background knowledge (T:S). Inferences are logical

	Makes meaningful connections to self. Considers ideas between texts (T:T).
Inferences are plausible.
	Makes powerful connections that go between texts and/or beyond the text (T:W). 
Inferences are plausible and insightful.
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