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Articles and Questions
Each 
free article
 of 
What in the World
?
 
includes: 
1) a PDF file 
and
 
2) a Word file 
These files contain 
only
 the article and questions. They do 
not
 contain Answer Keys. 
This 
Word
 file allows students to complete assignments using a computer either at school or at home. Teachers can assign all or parts of the file by email attachment or a school website. The 
Word
 file also allows teachers to:
• easily modify and format content including changing 
fonts
 and 
text sizes
 
• create a PDF document and use Adobe Reader's 'Read Out Loud Mode'
• save paper and copying costs and help protect the environment 
• promote and encourage students’ computer skills
What Else Can You Do With The Word File?
#1) 
Y
ou can easily upload the file to Google Docs and share it with students or other teachers. 
See how here:
https://support.google.com/drive/answer/2424368?hl=en
#2) Translate the uploaded document into another language. (see 
Tools>Translate document
).
 
Google Docs will create a new copy of the original file but you will need to edit the document to suit your requirements. Google Docs can translate into over 100 languages including Spanish, Mandarin, German, etc. 
See how here:
https://support.google.com/docs/answer/187189?hl=en&co=GENIE.Platform=Desktop
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Fast-Tracking A New Pipeline Project
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Canada could soon have a new way to export crude oil to customers in Asia and other overseas markets. That will happen if an Alberta pipeline project goes through. 
The pipeline would carry about one million barrels of crude oil each day from Alberta to B.C. On July 2, Prime Minister Mark Carney confirmed that Ottawa wants to quickly approve the plan. Getting that approval could be a big test of the Major Projects Office (MPO). The MPO is Canada’s new system for 
fast-tracking infrastructure. 
Not everyone is happy with the plan—or the speed with which it might be approved. Critics worry that Indigenous rights, environmental safeguards, and even democracy itself may be put to the test. Are they right? Let’s explore further.
Going With The Flow
First, some basics. The future conduit would carry crude some 1250 kilometres from Bruderheim, a town northeast of Edmonton, to Delta, B.C., just south of Vancouver. It would be one of the largest pipelines built in Canada in recent years. 
Its route would generally follow the existing Trans Mountain pipeline. That pipeline was first built in 1953 and expanded in 2024. Trans Mountain carries about 890,000 barrels a day. 
The new project would likely cost between $35 and $44 billion. It would more than double Trans Mountain’s output and allow more Alberta oil to be sold overseas.
One Major Customer
Does Canada really need another pipeline? Alberta Premier Danielle Smith and other supporters say yes because our country produces more oil than current pipelines can supply to global buyers. So the vast majority of Canada’s oil sales go to one customer: the United States. In fact, Canada exported some 6.5 million barrels of crude oil, natural gas, and other petroleum products per day to 112 countries in 2025. The U.S. accounted for 91 percent of that total. 
The problem? Selling so much oil to one customer leaves Canada with less bargaining power. That means Alberta oil producers typically accept $10 to $15 per barrel less than the world price. Both the federal and Alberta governments believe that opening new markets, particularly in Asia, would strengthen Canada’s economy, bringing new revenue to Ottawa and Alberta. It would also reduce reliance on the U.S. That could be especially important at a time when trade relations with the U.S. have become tense. And supporters also argue that the pipeline would create jobs in Alberta’s oil sands.
Is It Worth The Risks?
For their part, critics are quick to list the downsides. Among their concerns? Indigenous rights. The pipeline’s route would cross several First Nations territories. That could affect fishing, hunting, and other aspects of their traditional way of life. Faster federal approvals might mean less Indigenous consultation, or violate treaties.
Meanwhile, environmentalists worry that a new pipeline could cause oil spills and produce more greenhouse gas emissions. They add that it could threaten endangered resident orcas that live in B.C. waters near the pipeline’s planned terminal. They also argue that the project doesn't fit Canada’s commitments to transition from fossil fuels.
A further issue is the approval process itself. Some experts fear concentrating so much decision‑making power in the federal Cabinet and a single office in Ottawa is a bad idea. They worry that reducing the checks a major project must pass through could lead to dangerous or undesirable results.
The B.C. Position
There's another issue. The pipeline would cross a huge swath of British Columbia, too. 
The previous B.C. government under NDP Premier John Horgan strongly opposed the 2024 Trans Mountain expansion. The Supreme Court of Canada ruled that the province could not block it. Today, NDP Premier David Eby still stresses that B.C. must protect its coastline, watersheds, and environment. But he has made a deal with Ottawa. It calls for the federal government to keep the North Coast oil tanker ban in place. The ban prevents large crude oil tankers from loading or unloading at ports along B.C.’s northern coast. The proposed pipeline would instead terminate on B.C.’s south coast. Ottawa would invest in B.C. watershed protection. It would pay for any environmental damage. And B.C. would get a yearly fee from the pipeline operator. Pipeline construction could start in September 2027.
The Heart Of The Issue 
Long reviews delay projects but fast-tracking them could create risks. Is Canada prioritizing money over the environment and Indigenous rights? 
As the proposal moves through the new system, Canadians will be watching to see which values win out. 



The Building Canada Act 
In Canada, building a major project such as an oil pipeline can take years. Before work begins, environmental assessments are needed. Federal and provincial permits must be obtained. Regulators must examine wildlife habitat, waterways, greenhouse gas emissions, and spill risks. Governments must consult Indigenous Peoples affected by the project and protect their rights. Critics say the system is inefficient and unpredictable. Federal and provincial processes can overlap. Disputes over the environment or Indigenous consultation can lead to delays.
Prime Minister Carney's federal government wants to speed things up. So in 2025, Bill C-5, the One Canadian Economy Act, was passed. That created the Building Canada Act. It lets the federal Cabinet approve certain projects in the “national interest.” Separate federal reviews will be combined, and Ottawa is working with the provinces to reduce duplication. The goal is to conduct these activities more efficiently—and to give developers more certainty about the status of their projects




Cabinet: a group of people who advise the leader of a government and who usually each administer a government department
conduit: a pipe, tube, or hidden channel that lets things like water, gas, or electrical wires pass from one place to another
crude oil: a fossil fuel made up of a thick, dark, and sticky liquid found underground
infrastructure: the basic structures, buildings, and systems that a town, city, or country needs to work properly
oil sands: sand and rock material that contain thick crude bitumen. Large deposits are located in northern Alberta.
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 Comprehension Questions

1. How much oil did Canada export daily in 2025? 		


2. Where did most of this oil go?       


3. What did the prime minister announce on July 2?


4. What does MPO stand for? 					


5. What is the purpose of this new federal office? Explain.


6. Describe the route of the proposed pipeline. How long will this pipeline be?


7. How much oil could be transported from Alberta to B.C. after this new project is complete?


8. How much will the new project cost? 	


9. List at least two ways that the new pipeline benefits Canada.


10. List at least three reasons why some people are opposed to the Alberta proposal.




 Questions For Further Thought

1. Currently, most of Canada’s oil sales go to one customer, the United States. This leaves Canada with less bargaining power, meaning that Alberta oil producers typically accept a lower price than the going market rate. As you see it, how will opening up Canada’s oil sales to other countries impact Canada? How might this impact Canada’s relationship with the United States? Give reasons to support your ideas.





2. At the moment, the U.S.-Iran war has essentially closed down the Strait of Hormuz, which is vital to the transport of 20% of the world's oil and other cargo. Global oil prices have spiked during this conflict. As you see it, how might the construction of a new pipeline in Canada affect global oil prices? Give examples to support your ideas.






3. On October 19, Albertans will be asked to vote in a referendum of ten questions. One of the questions asks whether Alberta should remain a province of Canada. Some Albertans feel that they have been overlooked and treated unfairly by the Canadian government. How might the agreement to go forward with this pipeline project impact the relationship between Ottawa and Alberta? Explain.





 Questions For Online Exploration
Note: The links below are listed at www.lesplan.com/links for easy access. 

1. Learn more about the plans to build a new pipeline from Alberta to British Columbia: 
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=XtdBJoMBhoM [5:04] 
What did you learn?


2. Explore some of the perspectives of groups impacted by this project:
First Nations: https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=4lb5Fwr6Xus [1:56]
Business, economic, environmental groups: https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=dWIXppd8yz8 [2:37] 
What questions do you have?


3. Read more about the Building Canada Act and its goals for the country: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/one-canadian-economy/services/building-canada-act-projects-national-interest.html


4. Visit the site of the Major Projects Office and the specific details of the proposed new pipeline:
https://www.canada.ca/en/privy-council/major-projects-office.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/privy-council/major-projects-office/projects/national/west.html 
Which project interests you the most? Explain.


5. Learn more about carbon capture technology and how it might help offset some environmental impacts of this project:
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=XxjNhLZCae0 [5:23]


6. Find out where most of the world's oil reserves are located:
https://www.worldometers.info/oil/oil-reserves-by-country/
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/oil-proved-reserves
What did you learn?





 Putting It All together

A. Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question: 
______ 1. Who is the premier of Alberta?
	a) Doug Ford	b) Mark Carney
	c) Danielle Smith	d) Pete Hegseth 
______ 2. Near which city does the Trans Mountain Pipeline begin?
	a) Red Deer	b) Delta
	c) Calgary	d) Edmonton
______ 3. How much crude oil will Alberta be able to transport to B.C. per day when the new
	pipeline is completed?
	a) 890,000 barrels	b) 1.5 million barrels
	c) 2 million barrels	d) 6 million barrels
B. Mark the statements T (True) or F (False). If a statement is True, write one important fact to support it on the line below. If a statement is False, write the words that make it true on the line below. 
______ 4. True or False? Alberta producers sell crude oil to U.S. buyers at the world market price. 

______ 5. True or False? Ottawa has agreed to keep the oil tanker ban in northern B.C. waters.

______ 6. True or False? The new Alberta to B.C. oil pipeline is expected to cost about $15 billion.

C. Fill in the blanks to complete each sentence.			
7. The Trans Mountain Pipeline is about _______________________ kilometres long.
8. MPO = Major _______________________ Office
9. Large oil _______________________ deposits are located in northern Alberta.

D. Respond to the following question in paragraph form. (Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.)
10. The proposed Alberta to B.C. Pipeline should go ahead. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Give reasons to explain your answer. 



Assessment Rubric         		 					     			        	

This rubric may be helpful in providing students with formative, strength-based feedback and/or assessing students’ responses holistically. This easy-to-modify activity is included in the doc file which you can download from: 
www.lesplan.com/subscribers  

	
	Emerging
	Developing
	Proficient
	Extending

	Supports thinking



	Answers or reflections are brief and include obvious facts/details/ evidence.

	Answers or reflections are general and supported with some relevant facts/details/evidence.

	Answers or reflections are clearly supported with specific, relevant facts/details/evidence.

	Answers or reflections are insightful and supported with specific, relevant facts/details/evidence.


	Shows understanding





	Responses show a basic understanding of the text, topic, issue or message.

	Responses are thoughtful and show a general understanding of the text, topic, issue or message.

	Responses are thoughtful and show a complete understanding of the text, topic, issue or message.

	Responses are insightful and show a deep understanding the text, topic, issue or message. May synthesize ideas or explain the ‘so what’.


	Thinks 
critically




	Makes straightforward connections or inferences. Focuses on retelling.

	Makes logical connections to self (T:S) and/or background knowledge (T:S). Inferences are logical

	Makes meaningful connections to self. Considers ideas between texts (T:T).
Inferences are plausible.
	Makes powerful connections that go between texts and/or beyond the text (T:W). 
Inferences are plausible and insightful.
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