Articles and Questions
Each issue of What in the World? includes: 

1) a PDF file (the complete document) and
2) a Word file that contains only the articles and questions. This file does not contain an Answer Key. 
This Word file allows students to complete assignments using a computer either at school or at home. Teachers can assign all or parts of the file by email attachment or a school website. The Word file also allows teachers to:
• easily modify and format content including changing fonts and text sizes 
• create a PDF document and use Adobe Reader's 'Read Out Loud Mode'
• save paper and copying costs and help protect the environment 
• promote and encourage students’ computer skills

Access Data
There are two main ways to access the data in this Word file:
1) Open the Word file and select the data you wish to Copy. Then Paste the data it into any word processing or email program. Use Select All to copy the entire document. 
2) Most word processing programs will open Word files. You can use LibreOffice or Open Office (or another similar free program) to open and save .doc Word files.
See:  	www.libreoffice.org/discover/libreoffice/			www.openoffice.org

What Else Can You Do With The Word File?
#1) You can easily upload the file to Google Drive and share it with students or other teachers. See how here:
https://support.google.com/drive/answer/2424368?hl=en
#2) Translate the uploaded document into another language. (see Tools>Translate document). Google Docs will create a new copy of the original file but you will need to edit the document to suit your requirements. Google Docs can translate into over 100 languages including Spanish, Mandarin, German, etc. See how here:
https://support.google.com/docs/answer/187189?hl=en&co=GENIE.Platform=Desktop






















Operation NANOOK-NUNALIVUT
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It was a show of strength—and it was meant to be. From mid‑February to mid-April, some 1300 Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) personnel and Canadian Rangers took part in Operation NANOOK-NUNALIVUT, a series of exercises in the frozen Arctic and other nearby regions.
A tough assignment 
With the cooperation of local governments, communities, and foreign specialists, Canadian troops travelled across Nunavut and the Northwest Territories to test their skills.
They trained in –40° C or colder temperatures, learning how to survive frigid conditions by building snow shelters, melting ice for water, and preventing frostbite. Drills even included diving in ice water.
Coping with some of the harshest conditions on Earth, they carried out long patrols across ice and tundra, hauling equipment by sled. They practiced protecting key infrastructure such as airfields. They tested drones and other technology to see how they functioned in sub-zero weather. They also tested emergency scenarios, such as evacuating personnel and air rescues. 
The mission was the largest CAF presence in the region since 2007. It involved nearly 200 snowmobiles, light armoured vehicles, helicopters, and planes. 
Defending a claim
One goal was to train soldiers to fight under harsh conditions. But there was another motive. Canada controls about a quarter of the entire Arctic. It also commands the Northwest Passage, a route from the Atlantic to the Pacific. And it claims jurisdiction over parts of the Beaufort Sea, near the Yukon-Alaska border. Ottawa says these lands and waterways have long been a part of the nation and plans to keep things that way.
What’s at stake 
The Arctic was long seen as a wasteland, but that’s no longer the case. Climate change and melting permafrost are reshaping the North. So competition is heating up for access to the region. 
One reason? Riches. The Arctic seabed holds 13 percent of the world’s undiscovered oil and nearly 30 percent of its natural gas. There are also large rare earth mineral deposits—used in smartphones, electric vehicles, and solar panels. The Arctic isn’t just a wilderness: It’s a vault.
Then there are the shipping routes. The Northwest Passage decreases sailing time between Asia and Europe compared to going through the Suez Canal. As ice retreats, travel becomes possible for more of the year. That can greatly reduce shipping costs.
Canada says the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea confirms its right to the Northwest Passage. The treaty says internal waters are a nation's territory and foreign ships must ask permission to travel through. 
The Arctic is also the shortest flight path between Russia and North America. Whoever controls its air, sea, and underwater approaches controls entry points to the continent. That’s a threat to North America in an uncertain world.
Historical context
So does Canada really have a right to so much of the Arctic? Here’s some background. In 1880, after Canada became a nation, Britain ‘gave’ the Arctic islands to the new country. That set the groundwork for Canada’s claim of sovereignty. 
Then, during the Cold War, the Arctic seabed was a hiding place for U.S. and Soviet Union nuclear submarines. Canada and the U.S. built a radar network in the North, tying their defences under the NORAD treaty. 
That partnership was shaken in 1985 when the Polar Sea, a U.S. icebreaker, sailed through the Northwest Passage without asking permission. Ottawa was furious. To this day, the argument isn’t resolved.
Russia also claims large parts of the Arctic. In 2007, a Russian submarine planted a flag on the seabed at the North Pole to support this notion. 
Today, China is involved as well. It’s not an Arctic country, but it’s responsible for over half of the world’s shipping. It sees the Northwest Passage as a possible route and is working with Russia on energy and shipping projects. While these activities are often called ‘scientific’ or ‘economic,’ they also put the West on notice.
Canada hangs tough
It pays to remember that the Arctic was never empty land. Inuit and First Nations Peoples have lived there for centuries. Today, pacts like the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement recognize Inuit ownership. Treaties protect hunting and fishing rights. Indigenous Nations help manage resources and development. Canada says this strengthens its claim to Arctic lands and waters.
To secure that claim, Canada is investing in Arctic patrol ships, better surveillance, and is expanding airfields and ports. 
Still, when other nations dispute Canada’s rights, it must rely on law, diplomacy, and its presence there to stand firm against global competition. The nation’s place in the North depends on it.



Did you know?
Operation NANOOK-NUNALIVUT is named for Inuit words. Nanook means ‘polar bear’ and nunalivut means ‘our land.’


Canada's Arctic
Canada's Arctic is a strategically vital area that includes Nunavut, the Northwest Territories, and the Yukon. It covers 40 percent of Canada's total landmass and has over 36,000 islands—including Baffin, Victoria, and Ellesmere islands. The region has more than 162,000 km of coastline, 60 percent of Canada's total.
Around 150,000 people live in the region. Half are Indigenous (Inuit, First Nations, and Métis). It is home to 60 percent of the world's polar bear population.







Canadian Rangers: a sub-component of the Canadian Army Reserve who live and work in remote, isolated, and coastal regions
Cold War: a period of tension from about 1947 to 1991 between the United States and the Soviet Union 
jurisdiction: the legal authority of a government or organization to make and enforce laws in a specific area
light armoured vehicle (LAV): a military vehicle with protective armour that is lighter and more mobile than a tank
NORAD: a joint Canada–United States military organization that monitors and defends North American airspace
permafrost: a layer of soil that is permanently frozen
sovereignty: a country’s full right and power to govern itself and control what happens within its borders
Soviet Union: a large communist superpower that existed from 1922 to 1991, made up of Russia and 14 other republics
Suez Canal: a 193-km artificial waterway in Egypt connecting the Mediterranean Sea to the Red Sea. It allows ships to travel between Europe and Asia without going around Africa.
tundra: a cold, treeless landscape in the Arctic and high mountains, where the ground is often frozen



 Comprehension Questions

1. How many people live in Canada's Arctic? How many of the residents are Indigenous? 



2. List at least three other important facts about Canada's Arctic region. 



3. What is the Northwest Passage? 



4. Why are many countries interested in accessing this route? 



5. Explain why Canada says it controls this passageway.



6. As the climate warms which resources on the Arctic seabed are Canada and other nations interested in?



7. How many troops took part in Operation NANOOK-NUNALIVUT? What resources and equipment were involved? 



8. List at least four activities that they practiced or skills they worked on.





 Questions For Further Thought

1. During a press conference in Yellowknife in March, Prime Minister Mark Carney stated: “We are securing every corner of this terrain, unlocking its vast resources, and delivering the strong, connected network of communities that Northerners deserve. In this new era, we cannot rely on other nations for our security and prosperity. We are defending and building together, the true North, strong and free.”
What is your understanding of this quote? As you see it, how might developing communities in the North make Canada more secure and prosperous? Give reasons to support your ideas.





2. The article states: “It’s clear that the Arctic isn’t just a wilderness: It’s a vault.” 
What is your understanding of this quote? Give reasons to support your ideas. 





3. Over the last year, the Canadian Armed Forces surpassed its recruiting targets with the highest number of enrolments in 30 years. Would you ever consider serving in Canada’s military? Why or why not? 
How would you feel about potentially serving in Canada’s Arctic? Explain.




 Questions For Online Exploration
Note: The links below are listed at www.lesplan.com/links for easy access. 
1. Watch Prime Minister Carney announce Canada's plan to defend, build, and transform the North:
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=R9okWxj3AGI [20:19]
What questions do you have?  


2. Learn more about Operation NANOOK-NUNALIVUT from Canadian Rangers, Canada’s Foreign Affairs Minister, and the Government of Canada website:
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=YLkxhaYu8Dk [4:34]
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/operations/military-operations/current-operations/operation-nanook.html 
What did you learn? 


3. Learn why Arctic sovereignty may be at risk:
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=uFP3rdmE8Zw&t=5s [22:49]
What questions do you have? 

4. Listen to Canadian Rangers describe their training to defend the Canadian Arctic:
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=BqegoGbKimU [6:04]  


5. Learn how Canada’s military is training to defend our sovereignty in the North:
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=8rRPdD0CLeA [5:48] 
How do Rangers and the CAF (Canadian Armed Forces) support each other in this region?

6. Review this photo journal of Operation NANOOK-NUNALIVUT:
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/in-photos-canadian-armed-forces-begin-arctic-military-exercise-9.7095160 


7. Check out these infographics related to the Canadian Arctic, and the effects of climate change and increased shipping on the region:
The Canadian Arctic: Canada's largest ocean area
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/about-notre-sujet/publications/infographics-infographies/soto-rceo/2019/page-01-eng.html 
Climate Threat to the Arctic
https://seas-at-risk.org/publications/infographic-slashing-black-carbon-emissions-would-cut-shippings-climate-impact-this-decade/ 
Growth in Arctic Shipping is Bad News and the Result of a Destabilised Arctic Environment
https://cleanarctic.org/2022/02/18/infographic-growth-in-arctic-shipping-is-bad-news-and-the-result-of-a-destabilised-arctic-environment/





 Putting It All Together

A. Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question: 
______ 1. How many Indigenous Peoples live in Canada's Arctic region? 
	a) 40,000	b) 75,000
	c) 150,000	d) 240,000
______ 2. Canada's claim to the Northwest Passage is based on:
	a) NORAD	b) UN Convention on the Law of the Sea
	c) Maritime law	d) Nunavut Land Claims Agreement
______ 3. Which military force joined CAF soldiers in Operation NANOOK-NUNALIVUT? 
	a) Canadian Rangers	b) Nunavut Militia
	c) Joint Task Force 2	d) Princess Patricia's Light Infantry
B. Mark the statements T (True) or F (False). If a statement is True, write one important fact to support it on the line below. If a statement is False, write the words that make it true on the line below. 
______ 4. True or False? The U.S. sent an aircraft carrier through the Northwest Passage in 1985.

______ 5. True or False? Some 60 percent of all polar bears live in the Canadian Arctic. 

______ 6. True or False? Very few natural resources are located under the Arctic seabed.

C. Fill in the blanks to complete each sentence.		
7. Nanook means _______________________ bear in Inuktut. 
8. About _______________________ Canadian military personnel took part in Operation NANOOK‑NUNALIVUT.
9. The Northwest Passage is a shorter route from Europe to Asia than the _______________________ Canal. 

D. Respond to the following question in paragraph form. (Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.)
10. Do you agree that Canada should spend large sums of money and use many military and government resources to support its Arctic claims? Why or why not? Give reasons to support your response.



Manitoba Eyes New Social Media Law
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Picture this: you wake up, reach for your phone—and TikTok is gone. Instagram, Snapchat, YouTube—all locked. The reason? It's just become illegal for you to use these apps.
In April, that’s what Manitoba Premier Wab Kinew proposed. He declared that the Prairie province would be first to prohibit kids under 16 from using TikTok, Instagram, Snapchat, X, Facebook, YouTube, and Twitch, as well as AI sites like ChatGPT. 
Plans are also under review to limit late-night notifications, scrolling feeds, and targeted ads. These features are habit-forming, critics say. Manitoba may also give parents tools to restrict teens’ screen time during certain hours.
Keeping kids safe
Those moves could have real impact because cellphone use among teens is high. A study by MediaSmarts found that 81 percent of Canadian kids aged 12 to 13 had smartphones. For teens aged 14 to 17, it’s 93 percent.
Manitoba has already banned all cellphone use for students in Grade 8 and under. High schoolers can only use them at recess or during lunch.
Why is it going further now? The short answer: mental health. Manitoba argues that features such as likes, comments, and algorithm-driven feeds keep users scrolling. Teens’ brains are still developing, so that can be addictive. What’s more, social media exposes young people to cyberbullying, misinformation, and unrealistic body images.
In fact, studies by the Canadian Paediatric Society and the WHO have linked heavy social media use to anxiety, depression, sleep issues, and teens’ low self-esteem.
As well, Statistics Canada reported that in 2018, 25 percent of kids between the ages of 12 and 17 were cyberbullied online or through texted threats and insults. The more time kids spend on their phones, the more likely they are to be victimized. 
That’s a real problem. A 2026 Rogers Communication study found that kids aged 11 to 17 spend over five hours a day on their phones. That’s far above the two-hour daily screen time recommended by the Canadian Paediatric Society.
Enforcing the law
Premier Kinew blames the tech giants. So he says that Meta, OpenAI, Snapchat, and others will have to use age-verification technology to keep underage users off their platforms.
If they don’t, the fines could be huge. “They’re going to be bigger than you’ve ever seen in Manitoba before,” he said.
Learning from Australia
Details of how age verification would work haven’t been released. So to understand where Manitoba is headed, it helps to look at Australia. 
In December 2025, the 
down-under nation of 27 million became the first to ban social media for users under 16. Social media companies deactivated accounts and stopped younger teens from creating new ones. Otherwise, they faced fines of up to $49 million Canadian.
The results were mixed. A month later, nearly five million kids’ accounts were deactivated. But many simply migrated to platforms that weren’t included in the ban. Many others altered their appearance to fool 
facial-recognition age checks.
“Kids are managing to bypass 
[the law] in Australia, and I think we would have to expect that the same thing would happen here,” Technology analyst Carmi Levy says. “The trick is to ensure that the vast majority of kids are targeted [and] that the majority are given alternatives to unmitigated social media access.”
Teens respond 
Not surprisingly, young people have a lot to say about a law that directly affects them—and the reaction is far from unanimous.
Some teens agree with the proposed law, especially when it comes to AI. But they also worry about what gets lost. Lily Wassing, 16, says cutting off other social media could hurt teens’ ability to connect. 
Quinn Bloomfield, 18, agreed with the goal of protecting kids but was frustrated by how the decision was made. 
“[This group] can’t vote. They don’t really have the ability to put their input into what’s going on, and this is one more thing that we’ve just thrust upon them without offering any solutions.” 
He wants the province to invest in spaces for teens to socialize as part of any online restrictions.
Elsewhere in Canada
Manitoba may be the first province to announce a ban, but it won’t be the last to consider it.
British Columbia will look at similar measures if Ottawa doesn’t act first. Saskatchewan plans to consult the public about a potential ban. And Quebec has its own movement pushing for 
under-16 restrictions. 
Federally, the Liberal Party has passed a non-binding resolution calling for national age restrictions on social media. Ottawa tried to safeguard kids from social media in 2024 with the Online Harms Act, but the bill stalled. It will likely try again.
A broader trend
Manitoba will probably introduce the bill this fall. It’s just one of many governments grappling with the issue. 
Some U.S. states have passed laws limiting minors’ accounts. China, France, Denmark, the UK and New Zealand have introduced or are considering bans. For now in Canada, only Manitoba teens will be affected. But the law’s impact will no doubt influence the rest of the country, so be prepared.




Did you know?
Manitoba's population is 1.5 million and there are about 1.4 million cellphone subscriptions in the province. However, that number includes people with multiple devices and business accounts. 
The average age in Manitoba is 39.7. Children aged 15 and under make up 18.8 percent of the population or about 270,000. 
Manitoba is one of five provinces with more young people (15 to 24) than older individuals (55 to 64). For every potential retiree aged 55 to 64, there are 1.20 Manitobans aged 15 to 24.






algorithm: a set of step-by-step instructions a computer follows to solve a problem or make a decision
non-binding resolution: an official statement that shows what a government thinks or supports, but it does not create a law
unmitigated: not reduced, softened, or made less severe in any way
WHO (World Health Organization): a UN agency which coordinates responses to global public health issues and emergencies




 Comprehension Questions

1. What is the population of Manitoba? 				



2. How many cellphones are in use in Manitoba?



3. How many 12 and 13-year-old kids in Canada have cellphones? How many teens aged 14 to 17 own cellphones? 



4. What does the Canadian Paediatric Society recommend is a safe amount of daily screen time for youth? How much time are young people actually spending on their phones? 



5. What are the current rules for cellphone use in Manitoba schools? 



6. Name the premier of Manitoba. What did he announce in late April?



7. What reasons did the Manitoba government give for these proposed restrictions? 



8. How  will the new rules be enforced? Explain. 





 Questions for Further Thought

1. Manitoba Premier Wab Kinew recently stated: "I think it's really important for the mental health of young people and just the freedom of young people to be kids while they're growing up." What is your understanding of this quote? Do you agree or disagree with his perspective? Give reasons to support your ideas.





2. Australia has had a social media ban for youth under 16 in place for about 4 months, the first country to do so. According to experts, many Australian kids are bypassing the law by migrating to platforms that weren't included in the ban. Technology analyst Carmi Levy states: "The trick is to ensure that the vast majority of kids are targeted, that the majority of kids are given other alternatives to unmitigated social media access." As you see it, what types of alternatives would help to limit youth exposure to social media? Give examples to support your ideas.





3. Other provinces, territories, and the Canadian government are considering following Manitoba's initiative to prohibit access to certain social media platforms and AI sites. How would you react if this were to happen in Canada? How would such a law change how you communicate with your peers and your daily routines? Give reasons to support your response.






 Questions For Online Exploration
Note: The links below are listed at www.lesplan.com/links for easy access. 

1. Learn more about Manitoba’s plan to ban social media for youth:
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=P767gyGwhnw [3:41]
What did you learn?


2. Hear from youth in Manitoba about what this proposed ban means for them:
https://www.cbc.ca/kidsnews/post/watch-manitoba-announces-canadas-1st-social-media-ban-what-teens-think [0:51] 
Do you agree or disagree with their ideas? Explain.


3. Explore some of the challenges in enforcing this ban:
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/ai-social-media-youth-ban-experts-9.7178638 [1:54]
What questions do you have?


4. Learn more about Australia’s efforts to ban social media for youth and the progress they’ve made with this initiative:
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cwyp9d3ddqyo
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/au-social-ban-begins-9.7007357 
https://www.cnews.fr/france/2026-04-10/interdiction-des-reseaux-sociaux-aux-moins-de-16-ans-en-australie-le-systeme-est 
What can we learn from Australia's example?


5. Learn why social media bans are becoming more common:
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=8krDm4883JE&list=PLC-psp4a5OpsA9lO_Y-E1tCrEwSN4h6bp&ind [30:03]


6. Learn what health organizations say about the potential dangers of social media for youth:
https://www.who.int/europe/news/item/25-09-2024-teens--screens-and-mental-health
https://healthyscreenuse.cps.ca/answers/age-bans 
What did you learn?




 Putting It All Together
A. Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question: 
______ 1. Which country was the first to prevent kids from accessing social media?
	a) Texas	b) New Zealand
	c) Australia	d) France
______ 2. Who is the premier of Manitoba?
	a) Scott Moe	b) Mark Carney
	c) Doug Ford	d) Wab Kinew
______ 3. How many Manitoba residents are 15 years old and under?
	a) 270,000	b) 475,000
	c) 640,000	d) 1.5 million
B. Mark the statements T (True) or F (False). If a statement is True, write one important fact to support it on the line below. If a statement is False, write the words that make it true on the line below. 
______ 4. True or False? 81 percent of Canadian youth aged 12 and 13 have a cellphone.

______ 5. True or False? All cellphones are banned in all Manitoba schools.

______ 6. True or False? Manitoba parents and teachers will be responsible for enforcing the new
				 social media ban. 

C. Fill in the blanks to complete each sentence.			
7. The Canadian Paediatric Society recommends _______________________ hours of daily screen time for youth.
8. There are _______________________ million cellphone subscribers in Manitoba.
9. WHO = World _______________________ Organization.

D. Respond to the following question in paragraph form. (Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.)
10. As you see it, what is the significance of this story? Give reasons to support your response.




The ‘Beautiful Game’ Comes Calling 
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On June 12, a referee’s whistle will usher in the first-ever Men’s FIFA World Cup match on Canadian soil. A sold-out crowd of some 45,000 spectators will cheer as the Canadian Men’s Soccer Team faces Bosnia/Herzegovina in Toronto in a watershed moment.
Sharing the thrills
It will be a unique moment for FIFA, too—the first time the World Cup will be played in three countries. In all, 48 qualifying nations and over one million visitors will descend on the U.S., Mexico, and Canada for the largest World Cup ever.
Canada will host 13 of the 104 matches: six in Toronto and seven in Vancouver. Mexico will host 13 games, while the other 78, including the final on July 19, will take place in the U.S.
FIFA awarded the competition to North America for a mix of reasons. First, spreading it out lowers the cost and uses existing stadiums, airports, and hotels. 
Second, joint hosting is a low‑risk move that promised higher profits and fewer construction challenges. Third, it’s a way to tap into large fan bases in all three nations and to boost the sport’s growth in North America.
Finally, it brings together fans and players from many nations in a spirit of cooperation.
About the Cup
The FIFA World Cup takes place every four years. This will be the 23rd time it will be held. It’s the most popular sports event on Earth. Some six billion fans—over half the world’s population—are expected to tune in on radio, TV, or via streaming to follow the ‘beautiful game.’ It is set to be the most watched sports event in history.
FIFA places the 48 qualifying teams into 12 groups of four, based on a draw that spreads out strong teams. It also tries to keep nations from the same region apart. Each team then plays the others in three group-stage matches. The top two teams in each group and the eight best third‑place teams advance to the knockout round. At that point, only winning teams advance until two are left in the final. 
There’s lots riding on the outcome—$871 million (US) in prizes, the most money ever awarded. When play ends, champions will raise the trophy and collect a cool $50 million.
It’s a punishing contest. Only eight nations have ever won the World Cup: Germany, Brazil, Argentina, Spain, Uruguay, France, England, and Italy. 
Canada’s FIFA bid
FIFA asks a lot of host cities. They must provide modern stadiums that meet strict standards, reliable transportation systems, and thousands of hotel rooms. They must also deliver tight security measures, manage crowds, and create “fan zones.” 
In addition, host governments often grant FIFA exclusive marketing rights, limits on nearby advertising, and tax exemptions. That makes the event a major undertaking. 
A costly one, too. Montreal, Edmonton, Calgary, and Toronto originally bid for matches. But the Alberta cities dropped out when costs shot up. Montreal, replaced by Vancouver in 2022, dropped out too, after refusing to renovate its Olympic Stadium. 
A team with promise
With hosting finally resolved, the fun is about to begin. What about Canada’s team? Is there reason to hope? Observers believe so.
As a host country, Canada gets to play without going through qualifying rounds. But it must compete once the action starts. 
Canada qualified for the World Cup twice—in Mexico in 1986 and in Qatar in 2022, where the team finished without a win. This time, expectations are different.
Jesse Marsch became head coach in 2024 and he built a winning culture. He believes the team can make a historic showing.
The players to watch? Team Captain Alphonso Davies of Edmonton, who scored Canada’s first-ever World Cup goal in Qatar. Some say he’s Canada’s best soccer player ever. All eyes will also be on striker/forward Jonathan David, who just recorded 25 goals and 12 assists playing for Lille. Winger Tajon Buchanan will add flair. 
Getting past the group stage is a real possibility this time. The team’s first challenge will be against Bosnia/Herzegovina—seen as a fair match-up. Next, it will have to tackle Qatar (June 18, Vancouver) and Switzerland
(June 24, Vancouver). 
The bottom line
Toronto’s BMO Field has been expanded, upgraded, and temporarily renamed ‘Toronto Stadium’ since FIFA doesn’t allow ads. Toronto’s six matches include Canada’s opening game. The cost of hosting these games? About $380 million.
In Vancouver, BC Place will host the FIFA Congress, which runs global soccer, as well as seven matches. The bill there has soared from an initial estimate of $240 million to $624 million.
In the end, hosting 13 World Cup contests in Canada will cost taxpayers at least $1 billion. At the same time, with over a million visitors, and thousands of event-related jobs, more than $2 billion could be added to the Canadian economy. Yet host countries had financial losses in 12 of the last 14 World Cups. 
Carson Binda of the Canadian Taxpayers Federation says B.C. residents “are struggling to make ends meet” while the province wastes “a million dollars per minute hosting seven games.”
Still, when Canada hosted the 2015 Women’s World Cup, it drew 1.35 million spectators and generated nearly $500 million. The impact of the men’s tournament will be much larger.
There’s also a legacy question. For the 2010 Vancouver Winter Olympics, the Games’ governing body made commitments regarding education, social inclusion, and sustainability. The World Cup deal has none of that.
Our soccer future
That said, soccer has taken Canada by storm, with over one million registered players. It’s the sport of choice for half of all young Canadians—more popular even than hockey or swimming. So a strong home team on the world stage could inspire future elite players.
Will you be watching Canada’s soccer future unfold?







exemption: when someone is allowed not to follow a rule that most people have to follow
FIFA (Fédération Internationale de Football Association): a global organization with 211 member associations that  governs soccer (football). It sets the rules of the game and it organizes major international competitions.
watershed moment: a turning point. A time when something important changes and things are never quite the same afterward.



 Comprehension Questions 

1. What does FIFA stand for? How many football associations belong to this organization?


2. Which major soccer tournament will begin on June 12? When will the final game take place? 


3. How many games will be played in Canada? Which cities will host these matches? 


4. How many matches will occur in the other host countries?


5. List at least three reasons why FIFA awarded the tournament to these three countries. 


6. Describe the popularity of this soccer competition. 


7. How many teams will take part? 		


8. Describe how the first round of the tournament is organized. 


9. Describe how the following rounds are organized. 


10. How much prize money is at stake? 






 Questions For Further Thought

1. According to the article, “Soccer is now the most popular sport in Canada.” As you see it, how might Canada’s hosting duties for this year’s World Cup impact the future of soccer in Canada? Give reasons to support your ideas.





2. Some observers criticize FIFA’s process for selecting teams for the World Cup. They believe that capping the number of slots for certain regions excludes better teams from participating. As you see it, what is more important for the World Cup…having the best teams compete or ensuring that there is worldwide representation? Give reasons to support your response.





3. As you see it, what are the main benefits of large sporting events such as the FIFA World Cup? What are the main drawbacks? Overall, do you believe that the benefits of these events outweigh the drawbacks, or that the drawbacks outweigh the benefits? Give reasons to support your response.






 Questions For Online Exploration
Note: The links below are listed at www.lesplan.com/links for easy access. 

1. Visit the official site of the FIFA World Cup 2026:
https://www.fifa.com/en/tournaments/mens/worldcup/canadamexicousa2026 
What did you learn?


2. Explore the profiles of the teams competing at the FIFA World Cup 2026:
https://www.fifa.com/en/cat/f8b3TUJH0Og5YrooOppT8
Which teams do you believe have the best chance of winning this year?


3. Learn more about the 16 host cities and take a guided video tour of each city with a local spokesperson:
Cities:
https://www.fifa.com/en/tournaments/mens/worldcup/canadamexicousa2026/host-cities 
Video tours:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCGIzmTE4d0iMsY1UxNq3yAvQIH8WgeDH 
List three interesting facts that you learned: 


4. Meet the Canadian Men’s National Team and its coach:
https://canadasoccer.com/national/%20camps/?teamId=2068
Who will you be watching on Team Canada?


5.  Watch these interviews with team captain, Alphonso Davies, and coach, Jesse Marsch, speaking about Canada’s chances this year: 
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=MoC4AtFRGsM [12:44]
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=BhXa9MI0Tto [26:17]
What questions do you have?


6. Check out this infographic showing the full schedule of play:
https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/1be9ce37eb98fcc5/original/FWC26-Match-Schedule_English.pdf






Putting It All Together
A. Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question: 
______ 1. How many countries qualified for the World Cup?
	a) 16	b) 24
	c) 32	d) 48
______ 2. Who is the captain of the Canadian Men's World Cup squad?
	a) Jonathan David	b) Alphonso Davies
	c) Lionel Messi 	d) Nick Suzuki
______ 3. How much is the latest cost estimate for Vancouver to host seven soccer games and 
	the FIFA Congress?
	a) $240 million	b) $380 million
	c) $624 million	d) $1 billion
B. Mark the statements T (True) or F (False). If a statement is True, write one important fact to support it on the line below. If a statement is False, write the words that make it true on the line below. 
______ 4. True or False? 211 associations are members of FIFA.

______ 5. True or False? Canada played 13 games to qualify for the World Cup.

______ 6. True or False? The total amount of World Cup prize money is $871 million (US).

C. Fill in the blanks to complete each sentence.			
7. FIFA = Fédération Internationale de ___________________________ Association. 
8. Canada plays Bosnia/Herzegovina, Qatar, and then ___________________________ .
9. The team that wins the World Cup will receive $ ___________________________ million (US).

D. Respond to the following question in paragraph form. (Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.)
10. What reasons can you suggest to explain why the World Cup is so popular? Give reasons to support your response.


The Boss Is Back In Banff
[image: ]


When a large grizzly bear, still groggy from winter, ambled into view in Banff National Park, photographer Chris Bloodoff didn’t need a second look. He’s been watching the same bear for seven years.
“It’s kind of like seeing your old buddy,” Mr. Bloodoff told CBC News in March. “He doesn’t look like he’s aged a day.”
Meet Bear 122, the name on his GPS collar. Most people call him “The Boss.” He’s one of the most famous wild animals in Canada.
He’s huge. At over 315 kilograms, he weighs about as much as a grand piano. He’s old. Researchers say he’s between 25 and 30 years old. Most male grizzlies don’t live past 25. 
Tourists flock to Banff hoping to spot him. Photographers stake out the backcountry for hours. He’s even on social media.
But there’s more to The Boss than fame. He represents the 400,000-plus bruins in Canada, all trying to live with other animals and 41 million people. Bears face dangers crossing roads and rail lines. They make risky visits to backyards for food.  They cope with the pressures of hunting, land development, and climate change. Sharing the land hasn’t been easy. So what can we learn from The Boss—a tough survivor—to protect bears?
A symbol of resilience
The Boss has been the dominant grizzly in Alberta’s Bow Valley for nearly 30 years. His range covers over 2500 square kilometres across Banff, Yoho, and Kootenay national parks. He’s also quite a dad. DNA samples show that roughly three‑quarters of the cubs in the area are his offspring.
“The biggest, baddest bear gets to mate,” says Alberta biologist Colleen St. Clair.
A tale of three bears
Grizzlies like The Boss are one of three kinds of bears that live in Canada. Black bears are the most common. Canada has the largest population (380,000), followed by the U.S. (350,000) and Mexico (between 1000 and 2000). 
Around 20,000 grizzly bears live in Canada. Most—about 16,000—are in B.C. The rest are in Alberta, Yukon, the Northwest Territories, and Nunavut. Grizzlies used to range in the U.S. Northwest and as far south as California, but as human populations grew, in the 19th and early 20th centuries their range was drastically reduced. (Today, Alaska has the most—about 30,000.)
Polar bears roam the Arctic coast and sea ice. Canada has some 17,000, or about two-thirds of the world’s population. (Another 8000 or so live in Russia, Greenland, Norway, and Alaska.) 
How bears live
Polar bears remain active in winter but black bears and grizzlies enter a state called torpor. They sleep deeply all season, waking only if disturbed. 
Before settling in for winter, they go through a phase called hyperphagia. They eat almost constantly, sometimes doubling their weight. Once in their dens, they don’t eat, drink, or even eliminate waste until the spring. 
Bears mate in early summer, but the females’ fertilized eggs go through a process called delayed implantation until the moms-to-be settle into their dens. Cubs are born in the den in January or February, while mom sleeps. They weigh less than a kilogram.
Most bears live  for 15 to 25 years in the wild. As omnivores, black bears and grizzlies feast on berries, roots, insects, salmon, and carrion. A bear doesn’t care if it’s coming from a salmon stream, a landfill, or a town.
Around Banff and Canmore, backyard fruit trees are the main reason bears in the Bow Valley are put down. Canmore pays residents money to replace them. 
Cars and trains are responsible for most human-caused black bear deaths in Canada’s mountain national parks. The Boss himself has been hit twice by trains while feeding on grain spilled along the tracks. 
Hunting also impacts bears. B.C. banned grizzly hunting in 2017. Most provinces still allow black bear hunting, but not in parks. As for polar bears, Inuit communities and authorities decide when they can be hunted.
A warming country
Climate change is reshaping bear habitats. Warmer rivers affect migrating fish, especially salmon, which many bears rely on. Milder winters shorten denning seasons. Wildfires destroy denning sites, feeding areas and expose bears to more predators, including humans. Some grizzlies respond by moving north and mating with polar bears, producing “grolar bear” offspring. But experts say two-thirds of the world’s polar bear population could vanish by 2050 due to thinning ice.
The next great bear 
The Boss can’t reign forever. Another huge grizzly, Bear 136, called Split Lip, could be top dog. But right now, Bear 122 is in charge, reminding us that these regal creatures can thrive—if we make room for them. The future is still ours to shape.




Did you know?
Kermode bears, also called spirit bears, are black bears with a gene that makes their fur white. Native only to B.C.’s central coast, fewer than 500 are believed to exist.


Know your bears-and how to stay safe
So, you spot a bear while out on a hike. Is it a black bear or a grizzly? It matters because the two species usually behave differently if they feel threatened. Bears generally avoid humans, but when scared, black bears often flee and climb trees. Grizzlies are more likely to rely on size and aggression to defend themselves and their cubs. Here’s what to look for.
The shoulders: A grizzly has a big hump above its front legs, built from muscle it uses digging for roots, bulbs, and squirrels. Black bears eat more vegetation. That requires climbing so they have no hump.
The face: A grizzly’s face curves inward between the forehead and the snout, a shape biologists call ‘dished.’ A black bear’s face is a straight.
The claws. A grizzly’s front claws are long and pale, between five and 10 centimetres. A black bear’s are darker and three to four centimetres.
To stay safe, never leave food or garbage out at a campsite. Carry bear spray while hiking. Use bells to make noise, travel in groups—and keep dogs under control. If you meet a bear, back away slowly, speak calmly, and use bear spray if it approaches.





carrion: the remains of dead animals, eaten by other animals 
DNA (Deoxyribonucleic Acid): a tiny set of instructions inside your body that tells it how to grow and work
omnivore: an animal that eats both plants and other animals
torpor: a state of reduced activity and lower body temperature; deeper than normal sleep but lighter than full hibernation




 Comprehension Questions

1. List the three types of bears found in Canada. Where do they live and how many are in each species?


2. Which part of North America is home to the largest number of grizzly bears?


3. How far did grizzly bears once roam? Why did their populations disappear from many regions? 


4. Describe how grizzly bears spend each winter.


5. List at least three other important facts about grizzly bears.


6. Identify at least three ways gradually warming temperatures are changing the way all bears behave.


7. How old is Bear 122? How much does he weigh? 


8. Where does this bear live? How large is his range? 





 Questions For Further Thought

1. The article states that DNA samples show that roughly three-quarters of the cubs in the area are offspring of The Boss. As you see it, what does this mean for the future of grizzly bears in the region? Give reasons to support your ideas.





2. The article states that climate change is reshaping bear habitats. As you see it, in what ways might this further impact the relationship between bears and people? Give examples to support your ideas. 





3. The article provides some helpful information on what to do if you live in or visit an area where you might encounter a bear. How might tips for protecting yourself against bears be different for residents and visitors? Explain.







 Questions For Online Exploration
Note: The links below are listed at www.lesplan.com/links for easy access. 
1. Meet award-winning nature photographer Jason Leo Bantle who’s been tracking "The Boss" for years:
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=dLlQMF2ZSfs [1:24]
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=pNk-Noiq2xk [1:54]


2. Meet "The Boss’" rival "Split Lip" and learn how he got his name:
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/banff-grizzly-the-boss-9.7146083 [1:31]  
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/the-boss-bow-valley-grizzly-bear-split-lip-9.6979193 [2:06]
What questions do you have?


3. Learn more about the habitat, social behaviour, and current populations of grizzly bears in western Canada:
https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np/mtn/ours-bears/generaux-basics/grizzli-grizzly
What did you learn?


4. Compare and contrast the physical characteristics of grizzlies and black bears:
https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np/mtn/ours-bears/generaux-basics   


5. Explore how climate change is impacting polar bear habitats:
https://canadiangeographic.ca/articles/think-like-a-bear-learning-to-coexist/ 


6. Learn more about the Kermode bear and the Grolar bear:
https://canadiangeographic.ca/articles/animal-facts-spirit-kermode-bear/
https://animals.howstuffworks.com/mammals/grolar-bear.htm 


7. Check out these infographics showing populations and locations of various bear species in Canada and the Arctic region:
https://www.facebook.com/WildOriginsCanada/posts/nova-scotias-new-spring-black-bear-pilot-hunt-is-under-attack-whats-the-truth-ab/788641236637725/
https://davidsuzuki.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/threatened-grizzly-bear-populations-bc-alberta-MAP.pdf
https://www.arcticwwf.org/wildlife/polar-bear/polar-bear-population/ 




 Putting It All Together
A. Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question:
______ 1. Which state or province is home to the  largest number of grizzly bears?  
	a) B.C.	b) Alaska
	c) Alberta	d) Washington
______ 2. Which type of bear does not hibernate?
	a) Black bear	b) Polar bear
	c) Gummy bear	d) Grizzly bear
______ 3. Before bears enter their den in the fall, they go through a state of constant eating called:
	a) fasting	b) hypertension
	c) hyperphagia	d) torpor
B. Mark the statements T (True) or F (False). If a statement is True, write one important fact to support it on the line below. If a statement is False, write the words that make it true on the line below. 
______ 4. True or False? Grizzly bears once ranged as far south as California.

______ 5. True or False? Grizzly bears are more aggressive than black bears. 

______ 6. True or False? Grizzly bears are not able to mate with any other species of bears. 

C. Fill in the blanks to complete each sentence.		
7. There are about 380,000 _______________________ bears in Canada. 
8. In winter grizzly bears enter into a period of deep sleep called _______________________ .
9. The Boss has a range of about _______________________ square kilometres. 

D. Respond to the following question in paragraph form. (Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.)
10. Grizzly bears should be reintroduced to areas they once inhabited. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Give reasons to support your response.






Assessment Rubric         		 					     			        	

This rubric may be helpful in providing students with formative, strength-based feedback and/or assessing students’ responses holistically. This easy-to-modify activity is included in the doc file which you can download from: 
www.lesplan.com/subscribers  

	
	Emerging
	Developing
	Proficient
	Extending

	Supports thinking



	Answers or reflections are brief and include obvious facts/details/ evidence.

	Answers or reflections are general and supported with some relevant facts/details/evidence.

	Answers or reflections are clearly supported with specific, relevant facts/details/evidence.

	Answers or reflections are insightful and supported with specific, relevant facts/details/evidence.


	Shows understanding





	Responses show a basic understanding of the text, topic, issue or message.

	Responses are thoughtful and show a general understanding of the text, topic, issue or message.

	Responses are thoughtful and show a complete understanding of the text, topic, issue or message.

	Responses are insightful and show a deep understanding the text, topic, issue or message. May synthesize ideas or explain the ‘so what’.


	Thinks 
critically




	Makes straightforward connections or inferences. Focuses on retelling.

	Makes logical connections to self (T:S) and/or background knowledge (T:S). Inferences are logical

	Makes meaningful connections to self. Considers ideas between texts (T:T).
Inferences are plausible.
	Makes powerful connections that go between texts and/or beyond the text (T:W). 
Inferences are plausible and insightful.
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