
Canada’s Sesquicentennial
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Canada is on the cusp of a momentous milestone: the 150th anniversary of Confederation. On New Year’s Eve across the country, fireworks marked the birth of our nation and the beginning of a dazzling sesquicentennial year.
Celebrating The Centennial 

The last time Canada had a party this big was in 1967, when the country celebrated its 100th birthday. Lester B. Pearson was the prime minister. Under his leadership, the country had just picked a new flag. 

The celebrations 50 years ago started on New Year’s Day when a new Centennial Flame was lit on Parliament Hill. Ottawa also introduced the Order of Canada, to recognize the extraordinary service and accomplishments of its citizens. Special commemorative coins were also issued. 

The Sound Of Music
The Centennial Year was a time to build. Canada’s baby boomer generation was growing up, and it needed new colleges and universities, parks, and facilities for sports and culture. Today, the names identify many of these projects: Centennial Stadium at the University of Victoria; Centennial College in Toronto; Centennial Planetarium in Calgary; and the Manitoba Centennial Centre. 

Canada also invested in culture. Festival Canada commissioned plays, ballets, musicals and operas, and cities added new venues for staging them, like the National Arts Centre in Ottawa.

Centennial theme songs played on the radio. Bobby Gimby wrote the ubiquitous “Ca-na-da,” a peppy tune recorded by a children’s choir. Ontario contributed the folksong “A Place to Stand.” Gordon Lightfoot gave us “The Canadian Railroad Trilogy,” a dramatic ballad about building the Canadian Pacific Railway. 

We Are Canadian

The cultural highlight was Expo 67, the most successful World’s Fair of the century. Montreal hosted Expo 67 on an island in the St. Lawrence River. The fair welcomed its first guests in April. By the time it closed in October, 50 million visitors from across Canada and around the world had come to call. 

Toronto launched its own signature event – Caribana. The Caribbean cultural festival and its world-famous parade have grown over the years. Today, two million people come to the 
week-long party. 

Sports fans were also treated to exciting events. Hundreds of Canadians paddled their way from the Rocky Mountains to Montreal in a 5300-kilometre canoe race. Meanwhile, in Winnipeg, Canadian athletes scooped up 106 medals at the 5th Pan American Games. Elaine Tanner won three races in the pool, while Harry Jerome took gold in the 
100-yard dash.

Canada 150

Now, 50 years later, the country is planning another year-long party to acknowledge what makes us Canadian. Ottawa plans to spend $500 million to commemorate Canada's 150th birthday – with everything from a cross-country RV tour to a Parliament Hill extravaganza marking the occasion. There will be festivals, cultural events and activities for all across the country.  

The Winnipeg Art Gallery is shipping three mobile art studios by boat, rail and road to communities around Canada. Each Art Express’d studio has an artist who will lead collaborative art activities. 

The Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF) is showing the top 150 Canadian films, while the Toronto Symphony is honouring Canada’s diverse musical landscape with a year‑long program called “Canada Mosaic.” 
From Sea To Shining Sea
Canada 150 pays tribute to the nation’s nautical history with a boatload of events. An icebreaker is taking a 150‑day tour from Toronto to Victoria via the Northwest Passage. A fleet of 40 tall ships will sail from Halifax to Quebec City. Joining the historic vessels will be Canada’s Bluenose II, a replica of the famous racing schooner found on our dime.

There are outdoor activities for landlubbers, too, ranging from free visits to Canada’s national parks to bioblitzes with the Canadian Wildlife Fund. Both of these activities made ParticipACTION’s “play list” of 150 Canadian activities to try in 2017.

Reflections Of The Future
Much has changed in 50 years. In 1967, Canada was riding a wave of optimism, whereas in 2017, the future is less certain. Concerns range from climate change and income inequality to water quality in our First Nations communities and Canada's role in the world. 

In response, a number of Canada 150 initiatives serve social justice concerns. They encourage young people to share “Lost Stories” and “Voices from Nunavut,” and to learn about innovation in science and history. Some of these activities will be available online and through social media.

Of course, there’s nothing like a good old-fashioned party to make Canada smile. This year of celebration will live on in our memories and in our communities, now and 50 years from now, when we mark the bicentennial.
Did You Know?
Montreal is also celebrating a milestone this year. 2017 marks the 375th anniversary of the founding of Ville-Marie by a group of missionaries and French colonists in 1642.

The Birth of Canada

Before Confederation, Canada was simply a group of unrelated territories and British colonies. It was a dangerous time. After a bitter civil war, the United States was eyeing the vulnerable territory to its north. 

Colonists in Canada relied on their mother country for protection. Britain, however, was an ocean away. It was hesitant about defending its North American territories against growing American expansionism.

The British North America Act took effect on July 1, 1867. It united Upper and Lower Canada (Ontario and Quebec), New Brunswick and Nova Scotia into one country to counter the American threat. Sir John A. Macdonald became the country's first prime minister. 

In 1870, Manitoba and the Northwest Territories joined the Dominion of Canada. A year later, British Columbia was promised a railroad and signed on. In 1873, Prince Edward Island came into the fold. 

The Yukon Territory was added next, in 1898. Alberta and Saskatchewan followed in 1905. Then came Newfoundland in 1949, and Nunavut in 1999. Today, Canada stretches from sea to sea to sea. 
Instead of a violent revolution against British rule, Canadians chose a safe transition to self-rule. Unlike the demand for “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness” in the American Declaration of Independence, Canadians negotiated a calm and reasonable social contract that called for “peace, order, and good government.”

bioblitz: an intense period of biological surveying to record all the living species in a designated area.

collaborative: involving people or groups working together to produce something

commemorative: intended to honor an important event or person from the past

diverse: very different from each other

sesquicentennial: a 150th anniversary

On The Lines

1. When did the British North America Act take effect? 

2. List the first four provinces that joined together to create Canada.

3. Who was the first prime minister of Canada?

4. What was the most important cultural event that took place during Canada's centennial year? 

5. Where did this event take place?

6. List at least three other important cultural or sporting events that took place during Canada's centennial.

7. How much money does Ottawa plan to spend on Canada's 150th birthday celebrations?
8. List at least four important events that will occur during Canada's sesquicentennial year.

Between The Lines
An inference is a conclusion drawn from evidence. A plausible inference is supported by evidence in the article and is consistent with known facts outside of the article.

What inference(s) can you draw from the fact that the federal government plans to spend $500 million on Canada's sesquicentennial?

Beyond The Lines

CBC has launched an invitation to Canadians to participate in its ‘What is your Canada?’ project. Use the following resources to introduce the project to your students, then invite them to create their own submission:

1. Introductory video: Canada 150: Getting Ready for 2017: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=goqz2-uGPrQ [2:18] This video profiles Olympians, artists and our Defence Minister in promoting the project. Draw students’ attention to the landscape and words used to support the reflections (i.e., flag, land, water, The Great Outdoors, Beauty of Canada, compassion, identity, acceptance, home, My Canadian Story) and discuss the connections.

2. Official website:http://www.cbc.ca/news2/interactives/canada-2017/ This website introduces the project and offers various examples for inspiration.

3. News stories introducing the project:

• What’s your Canada?: http://www.cbc.ca/player/play/715414595587/ [0:47]
• What’s your Canada? Looking ahead to #CBC2017: http://www.cbc.ca/player/play/717016643550/ [4:21]

Just Talk About It
As you see it, what is the significance of Canada's 150th birthday? Explain.

On-Line

Note: The links below are listed at www.lesplan.com/en/links for easy access. 

1. Visit the Government of Canada’s Canada 150 webpage at
 http://canada.pch.gc.ca/eng/1468262573081
2. Find out more about Canada’s 150th anniversary at 
http://www.cbc.radio-canada.ca/~2089.en
3. See the Canada 150 logo as wheat field art at  
https://youtu.be/mgGRN2gj6Yc  

4. Read the remarkable stories of everyday Canadians on the Canada 150 stories website at
 http://www.crrf-fcrr.ca/en/our-canada/150-stories 
5. See and hear the "Can-na-da" song: https://youtu.be/4vE17TazIvM  and  https://youtu.be/18-oRTLIe3I

6. Listen to the Gordon Lightfoot Canadian Railroad Trilogy at 
http://www.last.fm/music/Gordon+Lightfoot/_/Canadian+Railroad+Trilogy

7. Find out more about Expo 67 at 
http://expo67.ncf.ca/
8. View maps showing Canada's boundaries in 1867 at 
https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/confederation/023001-5005-e.html  and  https://slmc.uottawa.ca/content_images/261001e.gif  

Directions:

1. Study the photograph below.
2. Then, complete each quadrant on the Getting Inside the Picture chart. Use as many details as you can.
3. Now, select one of your powerful words. Use this as a springboard for a 5-minute Quick Write. Let your pen flow. A good descriptive paragraph has vivid details and helps the reader “get inside the picture” (experience the event as if he/she were right there).
4. Generate three possible titles for this picture. Then select the one that best captures the essence of the image. Explain why this is the most suitable title.
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People lift their candles during a celebration on Parliament Hill on New Year’s Eve, Saturday, Dec. 31, 2016 in Ottawa. Canada celebrates its 150th anniversary of Confederation in 2017. (THE CANADIAN PRESS/Justin Tang)

Title:  ________________________________________________________________
Senses

What might you hear, smell, taste or touch?

What colours, textures, sounds, movements do you experience?
Images

What details in the photograph create vivid pictures in your mind?
Words

What powerful words describe the scene? 

What might you think, wonder, say if you were there?
Feelings

What do you feel when you look at this image?  

What might the people in the photograph be feeling?
Quick write

Possible titles:

1.  _________________________    2.  _________________________    3.  _________________________    
The best title is # _____ because . . .

Quiz

Canada’s Sesquicentennial
Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question:

______  1.  How many provinces joined Confederation in 1867?


a) two





b) four


c) five





d) seven

______  2.  What was the cultural highlight of Canada's centennial celebrations?


a) Caribana




b) Expo 67


c) the Pan American Games


d) a new flag


e) Terry Fox’s Marathon of Hope

______  3.  How much money is Ottawa planning to spend on Canada's 150th birthday?


a) $50 million




b) $125 million


c) $375 million




d) $500 million


e) $750 million

______  4.  True or False? The Yukon was the last province or territory to join Canada.

______  5.  True or False?  The quarter has a representation of the Bluenose II racing schooner. 

6. As you see it, what is the significance of Canada's sesquicentennial? Give reasons to support your response.   

Articles and Questions





This Breaking News issue includes: �


1) a PDF file (the main document) 


and 


2) a Word file that contains only the articles and questions. 





This Word file allows students to complete assignments using a computer. Teachers can assign all or parts of the Word file (by email attachment or a school website) and students can work either at school or at home. The Word file also allows teachers to easily modify and format the file’s content. 
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