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Insurrection in the United States
BEFORE READING

1. Have students view the summary of the insurrection in Washington, D.C. on January 6, 2021 at the following
link: https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=aHmTzFnymOM
2. After viewing, distribute 3 sticky notes to each student and have students write the following, each on a
different note:
• 1 word that sums up what they saw;
• 1 emotion that they are feeling about what they saw;
• 1 question that they have about what they saw.
3. Ask students to join with a partner to compare ideas. Then have each pair join with another to compare ideas.
4. Next, share as a class the words, emotions, and questions generated from the video.
5. Finally, invite students to set a purpose for reading the article, referring to the resource page Setting A
Purpose Before Reading (p. 50) as needed.
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Insurrection in the United States

It was an event usually seen in
undemocratic countries. For
several hours, swarms of rioters
smashed the windows of the
legislature. They rampaged
through government corridors.
They vandalized offices. And
they forced panicked lawmakers,
fearing for their lives, to take
shelter.
The mob also called for
the death of high-ranking
politicians. Some even placed
pipe bombs in key locations
to help them carry out these
threats. Police tried to hold back
the rioters, but the officers were
greatly outnumbered.
This scene didn't unfold in an
authoritarian nation, however. It
took place in the United States, a
country that is considered to be
a bedrock of democracy. The site

of this chaos? Washington, D.C.,
the nation's capital.

A powder-keg rally
The insurrection took place
on January 6, following a mass
rally held by U.S. President
Donald Trump.
On that date, all members of the
U.S. Congress had gathered to
certify the results of the 2020
presidential election. This is a
symbolic ceremony that happens
after every four years when
the next president is chosen. It
celebrates the peaceful transfer
of power from one president to
another. Vice President Mike
Pence was presiding over the
event as the day unfolded.
Mr. Trump's rally was a lastditch attempt to stop this
process. The reason? Mr. Trump,
a Republican, never accepted the

outcome of the November 2020
election. For more than two
months, he falsely claimed that
the election results were rigged.
He said that he had won, and Joe
Biden, a Democrat, had lost.
Mr. Trump offered no evidence
for these assertions. In fact,
judges in more than 50 court
cases ruled that the election was
fair. Yet he still insisted that the
election was stolen from him.

‘Will be wild!’
Many of his followers became
convinced this was true. They
were egged on by extreme
right-wing commentators,
Republican politicians afraid
to alienate Mr. Trump, and
Internet conspiracy theories.
When Mr. Trump urged them to
come to Washington to protest,
thousands of people from across

Definitions
alienate: to cause someone to stop being friendly or helpful
assertion: the act of forcefully expressing your opinions
bedrock: a strong idea, principle, or fact that supports
something
insurrection: a usually violent attempt to take control of a
government
Page 4

preside: to be in charge of something, such as a meeting
right wing: the part of a political group that supports
conservative or traditional ideas and policies
u.s. congress: the legislature of the federal government of
the United States that consists of 435 members of the House of
Representatives and 100 members of the Senate
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Insurrection in the United States
the country made the trip. ‘Be
there. Will be wild!,' Mr. Trump
tweeted.
At the rally, President Trump
appeared to encourage the
crowd to take action against the
government.
“We’re going to have to fight
much harder..." he told them.
"We’re going to walk down [to
Congress] and I’ll be there with
you...Because you’ll never take
back our country with weakness.
You have to show strength.”
He also said he was angry at
Mike Pence. President Trump
had urged the vice president not
to certify the election during
the January 6 ceremony. But
Mr. Pence refused this demand.

VP in the Crosshairs
So after the rally, thousands
of furious Trump supporters
marched to the Capitol building
where Congress was meeting.
They easily broke through
barriers. Hundreds stormed
into the legislature. Some
shouted “Where’s Mike Pence”
while looking for politicians to
confront.
For four hours, they ransacked
files, displayed hate-filled
messages, and took selfies.
Lawmakers and staff sheltered

A second impeachment for Mr. Trump
On January 12, President Donald Trump was impeached for the second
time – a unique event in U.S. history.
What exactly is an impeachment? It's the situation that occurs when
lawmakers in the U.S. House of Representatives vote in favour of
putting a president on trial for an alleged misconduct. All it takes for
an impeachment is a simple majority of members.
In this case, every Democrat and 10 Republicans voted to impeach
Mr. Trump for 'incitement of insurrection'. The vote was 232 to 197.
The U.S. Senate conducts impeachment trials. The Chief Justice of the
U.S. Supreme Court usually presides. Witnesses are called on both sides
and senators serve as the jury. Two-thirds of the senators must vote
against the president. A guilty verdict removes a president from office.
The Senate acquitted Mr. Trump the first time of illegally withholding
aid from Ukraine. If he loses this time, it will be too late to remove him
from office. But he can be banned from running for president again.

in place or were whisked away
through secret underground
tunnels to safety. Police shot and
killed a woman in a standoff.
In the end, five people died,
including a police officer.
Hours into the chaos,
Mr. Trump tweeted a message
to the rioters. But he didn’t
denounce the violence.
“This was a fraudulent election,
but we...have to have peace. Go
home, we love you, you’re very
special,” he told the rioters.

Democracy prevails
Around 6 p.m., when
reinforcements arrived, police
were finally able to gain control

and secure the building.
Lawmakers were badly shaken,
but this assault on democracy
only made them more resolute
about performing their duty.
They returned to Congress
at 8 p.m. Late that night, a
determined Mr. Pence certified
Mr. Biden's victory.
“Violence never wins; freedom
wins; and this is still the people’s
house,” he declared.
Now, police have launched a
nationwide search to find the
Capitol attackers. More than 170
suspects could face prosecution.
Meanwhile, expect a deep probe
into why police failed to protect
the Capitol building. J

Definitions
acquit: to pronounce not guilty of criminal charges
denounce: to publicly say that someone or something is bad
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incitement: the act of encouraging somebody to do
something violent, illegal, or unpleasant
resolute: strong and determined
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Insurrection in the United States
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1. What is the U.S. Congress? What are the two parts of this institution?

2. What was planned at the U.S. Congress on January 6? What is the vice president’s role in this event?

3. Who hosted a large public rally in Washington on the morning of January 6?

4. What message did the president convey at the rally? How did he incite the protesters to take action?

5. Describe what Trump supporters did when they reached the Capitol where Congress was meeting.

6. How did the police respond to this assault?

7. What happened after the demonstrators were removed from the Capitol building?

8. What did the House of Representatives do on January 12? What was the charge against Mr. Trump?

9. What is the second step in the impeachment process? Explain.
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Insurrection in the United States
QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER THOUGHT

1. While the January 6 insurrection was taking place, President Trump released a video statement to his
supporters from the White House: “This was a fraudulent election, but we can’t play into the hands of
these people. We have to have peace. So go home, we love you, you’re very special.”
In any message, there are explicit ideas that are obvious and clear, and implicit ideas that are suggested
or implied. In your opinion, what are the explicit and implicit ideas in President Trump's message to his
supporters? Give reasons to support your ideas.

2. Late on the evening of January 6, once the Capitol building was secured, Vice President Mike Pence
presided over the certification of the election results. He stated, “Violence never wins; freedom wins;
and this is still the people’s house.”
As you see it, what message was the vice president sending in this statement? Explain.
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Insurrection in the United States
QUESTIONS FOR ONLINE EXPLOR ATION

Note: The links below are listed at www.lesplan.com/en/links for easy access.
1. President Trump has delivered many messages to the American people during and since the
insurrection at the Capitol building, in different settings and circumstances. Visit the links below to
watch the progression of these messages over time:
January 6, rally: https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=6quOC6McLZU
January 6, during the insurrection: https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=aMeAE4GHmIE
January 7, formal announcement: https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=iFADopBnb_U
January 8, formal announcement: https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=qfNTxW1Jhc0
January 12, on the White House lawn https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=aLjfWxy2qjo
January 13, formal announcement: https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=hDNiNdsPHNA
As you see it, has the president been consistent with his messaging? Give reasons to support your ideas.

2. With just over a week left in Donald Trump's presidency, the U.S. Congress voted to impeach the
president. Visit either of the sites below to learn about the impeachment vote and what it might mean
for Donald Trump as he leaves office:
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=crq196edW6M
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=ptsU235pU1k
Do you agree with the U.S. Congress' decision to impeach President Trump? Explain.
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Insurrection in the United States

YOUR TASK:

Examine the editorial cartoon, then answer the following questions on a separate piece of paper:
1. What do you already know about the January 6 insurrection at the U.S. Capitol building?
2. What landmass is represented in the cartoon?
3. What is unusual about how this landmass is presented?
4. Who or what do you suppose the talking elephant symbolizes? Why? (Hint: What are the symbols of
the two main political parties in the United States?)
5. What is the talking elephant saying?
6. As you see it, what might the cartoonist be saying about January 6 insurrection at the U.S. Capitol
building? Explain.
7. For what reasons do you agree with the cartoonist’s perspective? For what reasons do you disagree? J
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U.S. southEast
Complete this map assignment to better understand the article Insurrection in the United States.
INSTRUCTIONS

1. Obtain the required resources and read all the instructions before starting.
2. Colour your map after all labelling is completed.
3. Print in pencil only first, then go over the printing in black ink.
4. Work carefully and neatly.
Resources Required: pencil, black pen, pencil crayons, ruler, eraser and an atlas.
Part A Locate and label the capital of the United States and underline this city name.
Part B Locate and label Georgia in CAPITAL letters and shade this state yellow.
Part C Locate and label the capital of Georgia and underline this city name.
Part D Locate and label the following U.S. states in CAPITAL letters and shade each as indicated:
Florida (orange)
North Carolina (purple)
Kentucky (pink)

Alabama (red)
Virginia (yellow)
Tennessee (orange)

South Carolina (pink)
West Virginia (green)

Part E Locate and label the capitals of these U.S. states and underline each city name.
Part F Locate and label the following U.S. states in CAPITAL letters and shade each as indicated:
Louisiana (brown)
Arkansas (yellow)
Illinois (green)
Ohio (purple)
Delaware (brown)

Mississippi (green)
Missouri (red)
Indiana (yellow)
Maryland (red)
New Jersey (pink)

Part G Locate and label the Bahamas in CAPITAL letters and shade this country yellow.
Part H Locate and label the capital of the Bahamas and underline this city name.
Part I Locate and label the following and shade all salt water dark blue:
Gulf of Mexico
Straits of Florida

Atlantic Ocean

Part J Complete your map with a frame, title and compass. J

United States
no. 5 supplement

Georgia
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Insurrection in the United States
PUT TING IT ALL TOGETHER

A. Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question:
______ 1. On January 6, all members of the U.S. Congress met to:
a) impeach the vice president
b) certify the November election results
c) re-elect President Trump
d) swear in Joe Biden as president
______ 2. Who was in charge of this process?
a) Nancy Pelosi
c) Donald Trump

b) Mike Pence
d) Barack Obama

______ 3. The impeachment charge brought against President Trump was: ‘______ of insurrection’
a) counseling
b) conspiracy
c) incitement
d) involvement
B. Mark the statements T (True) or F (False). If a statement is True, write one important fact to
support it on the line below. If a statement is False, write the words that make it true on the line below.
______ 4. True or False? The vice president ignored Mr. Trump’s request to declare the election invalid.

______ 5. True or False? At a rally on January 6, Mr. Trump urged his supporters to protest peacefully.

______ 6. True or False? All Republicans voted to impeach Mr. Trump; all Democrats were opposed.

C. Fill in the blanks to complete each sentence.
7. The House of Representatives + the Senate = the U.S. _______________________ .
8. Mr. Trump _______________________ claimed the recent presidential election was rigged.
9. Very few police officers were protecting the U.S. _______________________ building on January 6.
D. Respond to the following question in paragraph form. (Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.)
10. As you see it, should Donald Trump be held accountable for the insurrection on the Capitol carried
out by his supporters? Give reasons to support your response.
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Students want to know what’s happening in their world –
but the news can be difficult and time-consuming to teach.
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Product details: 8 issues. 36 pages. Available in
English and in French for grades 3 and up.

Currents4Kids.com
News4Youth.com

Level 2 (Grades 8, 9 and 10)

Rick Hansen and
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Product details: 8 issues. 38 pages. Available in English and
in French, and in two reading levels, for grades 5 and up.

Building Bridges

up

9
9
9
9

Online interactive resource
Weekly news stories
Auto-graded quizzes
Online interactive resource
Comment page for
students to respond to the stories
9 Links to relevant articles, resources,
maps, photos and videos
9 Extension activities
Product details: 38 issues. One subscription allows all
teachers and students access from any Internet-connected
device at any time. Available in English and in French.
Currents4Kids/Infos-Jeunes: Grades 3 and up.
News4Youth/Infos-Ados: Grades 7 and up.

5 & up

9 Clearly written, leveled Canadian
current events articles
9 Literacy-based lesson plans
9 Engaging, original illustrations
9 Comics
9 Map assignments

9 PDF/Word resource
Many in
Motion
9 National and international
news stories
Somalia
9 Key vocabulary
Cell Phones
9 Background information
9 Varied assignments
that build content-area
knowledge and enhance critical thinking
9 Maps and illustrations

9 PDF/Word resource
9 Builds understanding of current
events that impact Indigenous
Peoples and all Canadians
9 Two theme-based articles
and lesson plans
9 Background information
9 Consistent with
First Peoples Principles of Learning
9 Encourages a respectful, reflective, empathetic,
and inquiring frame of mind
grade

PDF/Word resource

What in the World?

grade 3 & up

The Canadian Reader

5 & up

We have the solution. (Five, actually.)

Product details: 5 issues. Variable page length. Available
in English and in French, and in two reading levels, for
grades 5 and up.

1-888-240-2212

lesplan.com
Contact us for a sample copy or free demo.
www.

LesPlan Educational Services Ltd.
Visit: www.lesplan.com

email: info@lesplan.com

call toll free: 888 240-2212

Students Can Work In Word/Google Docs...

Did you know…
. . . that each issue of What In The World? includes a PDF file (complete document) and a
Word file (articles and questions only).
Students can complete assignments directly in the Word file. Teachers can email the file to
students or post it on the Internet. The Word file also allows teachers to:
• easily modify and format content including changing fonts and

text sizes

• create a PDF document and use Adobe Reader’s ‘Read Out Loud Mode’
• save paper and copying costs and help protect the environment
• promote and encourage students’ computer skills

Password Security

Google Docs and LibreOffice

There are three ways to access data from a Word file that is
password protected:

• You can easily upload the Word file to Google Docs and
share it with students or other teachers.

1) Select the data you wish to Copy and then Paste it into any
word processing program. Use Select All to copy the entire
document.
2) Import the entire Word file into LibreOffice (or another
similar program) and then save as a new file

• You can translate Google Docs into another language
(see Tools>Translate document) but you will need to edit
the document to suit your requirements. Google Docs
can translate into over 100 languages including Spanish,
Mandarin, and German.

3) To remove the password from a protected Word file, use
Save As to make a new copy of the file. You can then
change the Security settings and remove the password.

• LibreOffice is a free alternate to Microsoft Office and
offers the same functionality. It’s easy to install and use.
See: www.libreoffice.org

LesPlan Educational Services Ltd.
Visit: www.lesplan.com

email: info@lesplan.com

call toll free: 888 240-2212

Big News

Clearly Explained
Suitable for Grades 5 and up

Help your students understand today’s top stories with What in the
World? – LesPlan’s highly-acclaimed monthly current events resource.

Special offer
for new
subscriptions
Subscribe
now for the
2021 - 2022
school year,
and get this
year’s March,
April, and May
issues FREE!
When I have kids in grade 4/5 wanting
to know when the next issue is coming,
even in December and June, that’s when
I know I have an excellent resource.
A. Eisler, Burnaby, BC
It is a relief to have a resource that ﬁts with
the curriculum and is teacher-friendly (ready
to hand out). The added bonus of having
the answers to the questions and discussion
notes makes my life just a little bit easier.
B. Thibodeau, Saskatoon, SK
I have been using your product for seven
years. There isn’t a month that goes by that
I don’t get into challenging discussions with
my students with the leads you provide
and go in directions I could never imagine.
Thank you for this terriﬁc teaching aid!
D. Faerber, Pembroke, ON

Engaging, levelled articles, background information
and original illustrations make the news interesting
and easy to grasp. Accompanying questions and
assignments provide multiple ways to examine the
topics and enhance literacy and critical thinking.
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This medieval cathedral is
known throughout the world. It
was immortalized in the Victor
Hugo novel The Hunchback of
Notre-Dame.

Horrifying scene
An alarm rang at the cathedral
at 6:20 pm, but no fire was
found. It sounded again
at 6:43 pm. This time, fire
was discovered on the roof.
Worshippers attending the
evening mass were quickly
evacuated, and 400 firefighters
raced in to battle the blaze.

The damage was severe. Twothirds of the 100-metre-long
wooden roof was destroyed. But
the façade, the two 69-metre bell
towers, and the main structure
remained. The cathedral’s
precious stained-glass rose
windows, though damaged, were
not destroyed.

Despite their efforts, however,
the flames quickly burst through

also remained intact after the
fire. The impressive instrument
dates to the 1730s and boasts an
estimated 8000 pipes.
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Emergency workers also
managed to rescue many
valuable works of art and
religious items from the fire.
Among them? The crown
of thorns, said to have been
worn by Jesus before his
Notre-Dame’s organ, one of the
world’s biggest and most famous, crucifixion, and a tunic worn by

engulf: to surround something in a way that destroys it
esplanade: a long stretch of open level ground (paved or
grassy) for walking along a waterfront
immortalize: to make famous forever
intact: not harmed in any way by something that has
happened

$210
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Online Weekly
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rose window: large circular window, usually glazed with
stained glass, having stone tracery radiating from the center,
often with intricate petal-like patterns
spire: a tall tower at the top of a building (usually a church or
temple) and that tapers to a point at the top
tunic: a long, loose piece of clothing with a belt and no
sleeves, worn by people in ancient times
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The island that houses NotreDame is the true heart of Paris.
All distances in France are
measured from the esplanade in
front of the cathedral.
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Grades 3 and up

QUIZ

______ 1. How long did it take to build the Notre-Dame cathedral?
a) 25 years
b) 50 years
c) 100 years
d) 200 years

North
Sea

______ 2. A stone statue of an ugly creature often found on old churches is called a:
a) serpent
b) gargoyle
c) spire
d) flying buttress

$210

UNITED
KINGDOM
(purple)

Amsterdam

______ 3. How many tourists visited Notre-Dame in 2018?
a) 800,000
b) 2 million
c) 9 million
d) 13 million

NETHERLANDS
(green)

London

GERMANY

$210

(brown)

Brussels

BELGIUM
(pink)

______ 4. True or False? Notre-Dame cathedral is located on an island.

Grades 7 and up

N

Fra n c e

A. Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question:

B. Mark the statements T (True) or F (False). If a statement is True, write one important fact to
support it on the line below. If a statement is False, write the words that make it true on the line below.

News4Youth

6

 ""$ %  #
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(Sept. – June 38 issues)

Currents4Kids

the roof. They engulfed the
spire, which collapsed. Shortly
after, the roof fell in, too.

A close call
Parisians and tourists watched
in shock as the famous landmark
burned. It took 12 hours to put
out the blaze.

*

On April 15, Notre-Dame de
Paris caught fire.



The Canadian
Reader
What in the World?
Level 1
What in the World?
Level 2
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English

Channel

______ 5. True or False? The fire that engulfed Notre-Dame was started on purpose.
Paris

LUXEMBOURG
(orange)

Seine
River

Strasbourg

______ 6. True or False? The French government does not plan to rebuild Notre-Dame cathedral.
Loire
River

C. Fill in the blanks to complete each sentence.

Subtotal

7. Notre-Dame is one of the best examples of French ______________________ cathedral architecture.

Atlantic
Ocean

8. The Notre-Dame fire burned the roof and engulfed the ______________________ which collapsed.

(red)

SWITZERLAND
FRANCE

9. Notre-Dame cathedral is a UNESCO World ______________________ Site.

(yellow)

D. Respond to the following question in paragraph form. (Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.)

ON add 13% HST NB, NL, NS & PEI add 15% HST

HST

Garonne
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– Terrorists or Victims?

Human rights groups around
the world report that China has
imprisoned up to one million
Uighurs living in China’s
Xinjiang region. Satellite images
and other evidence show a
growing number of detention
centres in Xinjiang, including at
least 44 high-security buildings.

Deliver to (please print clearly)

Fake news
The Chinese government,
however, denies this accusation.
It is “completely untrue,” a senior
Chinese official told the UN
last August. The centres have
been set up to teach lessons on
Chinese history, language, and
culture. They offer ‘nutritious,
free diets’. The buildings are also
used as job retraining centres,
another official explained.

Name
School
Address

However, China does admit to
cracking down on ‘extremist

City

Province/Territory

Postal Code

Email*

#'&" "+%'$%
China has the largest population in the world – 1.4 billion. Some 91.5
percent are Han Chinese; 8.5 percent are minorities.
Xinjiang is a territory in northwest China. It became part of China
in 1949. In theory the region is autonomous. In practice, the Chinese
government controls it.
The population of Xinjiang is 22 million. About 11 million are Uighur
Muslims who speak a language similar to Turkish.
Xinjiang’s traditional economy is based on agriculture and trade. But
the region is rich in oil and other resources, and the economy has been
developing. That’s prompted many Han Chinese from China’s eastern
areas to move to Xinjiang. Han Chinese now make up 40 percent of the
territory’s population. Many local Uighurs resent them because they
are perceived to get the best jobs.
Uighur communities also exist in neighbouring countries, such as
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Kazakhstan. These countries used to be
part of the Soviet Union. But they gained independence in the 1990s,
when the Soviet Union collapsed. That inspired some Xinjiang Uighurs
to start a separatist movement. However, China’s harsh response to
these activities forced separatists underground.

activity’ among Uighur Muslims
in Xinjiang. It claims that
Islamic militants and separatists

are plotting attacks and stirring
up tension between Uighurs and
Han Chinese.

"&#"%
autonomous: freedom to govern or control its own affairs
detention centre: jails where prisoners are held
temporarily
extremist: far beyond the norm
Han chinese: China’s main ethnic group
2018/2019: Issue 8

* Email required for password notiﬁcation

perceive: to understand or think about something in a
particular way
separatist: a group that wants to form a new country
soviet union: a former country of Europe and Asia
underground: secretly working against an existing regime
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As you see it, what is the significance of the Notre-Dame fire? Give reasons to support your response.
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