Articles and Questions

This Supplementary News issue includes: 

1) a PDF file (the main document) 
and 
2) a Word file that contains only the articles and questions. 

This Word file allows students to complete assignments using a computer. Teachers can assign all or parts of the file (by email attachment or a school website) and students can work either at school or at home. The Word file also allows teachers to easily modify and format the file’s content. 














Who Is Viola Desmond?
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The year was 1946. Viola Desmond was in New Glasgow, Nova Scotia. Her car had broken down. While waiting to have it fixed, she went to a movie theatre. That decision changed her life. 
No blacks allowed
Ms. Desmond was a business woman. She ran a beauty salon in Halifax. She also happened to be a black woman.  
The New Glasgow movie theatre was segregated. That meant black people could only sit in the balcony. Floor seats downstairs were for whites only. 
Ms. Desmond wanted to sit close to the screen. She was short, and her eyesight wasn’t very good. She tried to buy a floor seat, but was refused. So she bought a seat in the balcony. It was one cent cheaper. 
Then she sat in the whites-only area anyway. She settled into a seat.
Theatre staff called the police. They dragged Ms. Desmond out of the theatre. She spent 12 hours in jail.
Charged... and found guilty
Viola Desmond was charged with paying for a balcony seat that cost one penny less than the one she actually sat in. Her fine was $26. 
She decided to challenge it. This was the first time that a black woman in Canada had challenged laws that were unfair to black people.
She fought all the way to the highest court in Nova Scotia. In the end she lost the case. Yet she inspired generations of black people to stand up for their rights.  
A powerful symbol
Ms. Desmond died in 1965. Forty-five years after her death, she was pardoned for her ‘crime.’ 
Today, we are appalled by the idea of a segregated movie theater. There are laws against treating someone differently due to their skin colour.  
Yet despite these laws, black people in Canada still sometimes face discrimination. Ms. Desmond’s fight is not over. 
That’s why she is a powerful symbol. It’s also why she has been chosen to be on the face of Canada’s new $10 bill. Except for the Queen, Viola Desmond is the first woman – and the first black person – to have that honour. 
“Every time somebody... pulls out a $10 bill, there will be an African-Nova Scotian gracing the face of that bill,” said one black activist. “That’s amazing. That’s almost unbelievable.”
A proud sister
Some 461 women were suggested by the public for this honour. There were five finalists. Poet Pauline Johnson. Electrical engineer Elsie MacGill. Quebec suffragette Idola Saint-Jean. Olympic medalist Fanny Rosenfeld. And Viola Desmond. 
Ms. Desmond’s sister, now 89, was at the December 8th announcement.
“It’s a big day to have a woman on a bank note,” she said. “But it’s an especially big day to have your big sister on a bank note.” 

A suffragette  is a woman who took part in public protests about giving women the right to vote in the early 1900s.

What if… YOU couldn't sit where you wanted because of the colour of your skin?
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Comprehension Check    

Answer the questions below in complete sentences:


1. Who is Viola Desmond? 

2. What does it mean when a movie theatre is 'segregated'?

3. Why did Viola Desmond want a floor seat at the movie theatre?

4. What happened when Ms. Desmond refused to leave her seat? Why?





Language Focus
Match each word from the list below with its correct definition:

		segregate			appalled          	challenge          	discrimination
		honour          	 	pardon          	  	feature          	   	inspire

1. 			 offended or shocked
2. 			 to officially forgive someone for committing a crime
3. 			 to be an important part or aspect of something
4. 			 to question whether something is true, accurate, or legal
5. 			 to separate groups of people because of race
6. 			 to show great respect towards something
7. 			 to give someone the enthusiasm to do or create something
8. 			 unfair treatment of someone because of their religion or race
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Anices and Quesions

LT ———

19 PDF e e i documen)

23 Word e tht comin ny e snd qesions

This Wor e llows st 0 completc s winga
o Teacherscan ssignll o prs f e B by sl

o . Th Ward Fle s llows scher ooy
iy et he s o,

pe— [—



