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It’s the most popular sports event on Earth. More than three billion fans - half the world’s population - will watch and cheer their favourite team.

It comes only once every four years, with Brazil its most recent host. But it’s not the Olympic Games. It’s the FIFA World Cup. 
Russia 2018

The 21st FIFA World Cup tournament kicks off in Russia June 14. Over four weeks, 32 men’s national teams will bring the world’s best soccer to 12 Russian stadiums and to fans around the world. Russia foots the $12 billion (US) bill.

Teams play for their country and for a share of $400 million (US) in prize money. On July 15, the champions will hoist the World Cup trophy and bag a cool $38 million (US). 
Who’s invited?

The road to the 2018 World Cup began three years ago. Russia is the host nation and is guaranteed a berth. The other 210 FIFA member countries competed for the 31 remaining spots. 

FIFA divides the 32 qualifying teams into eight separate groups. Teams play one game each against the three other members in their group. The top two teams from each group then move on to the knockout (playoff) stage. The competition becomes must-win and only winning teams advance until just two teams remain to compete in the final in Moscow.

In its 88-year history, only eight nations have won the World Cup: Germany, Brazil, Argentina, Spain, Uruguay, France, England, and Italy. Among this prestigious group, only Italy failed to qualify for this year’s tournament.
The favourites 

Germany and Brazil, ranked one and two, are expected to do well.

Germany, the reigning champ, returns seeking a fifth title and its first back‑to‑back World Cup victories since 1962.

Meanwhile, Brazil already has five World Cup wins and this year its team is looking for revenge. The Brazilians are still feeling the sting of an embarrassing 7-1 loss to Germany in the 2014 semifinal. The other five title‑holders are also strong contenders. Spain will employ its famous tiki-taka passing attack. Argentina has Lionel Messi’s speed and ball control. 
Rising stars

The three crown princes of soccer, Messi, Cristiano Ronaldo (Portugal), and Neymar (Brazil), will dazzle soccer fans with their fancy footwork. However, World Cup fans will also have a chance to enjoy the newest soccer star. 

Mo Salah, dubbed “the Egyptian King” by Liverpool fans, was the English Premier League’s player of the year and Europe’s top goal scorer this season. The 25‑year‑old forward led Liverpool to the Champion’s League final, and Egypt to its first World Cup appearance since 1990. 

Also making his World Cup debut is Essam El-Harady, Egypt’s calm, steady team captain. 
He’s a 22-year veteran, but has never played in a World Cup. Ironically, the 45-year-old keeper is also the oldest player ever to play at a World Cup.
New kids on the block

Iceland is participating in its first World Cup. This tiny island nation is the smallest ever to qualify. It boasts just 334,000 citizens, about half the population of Winnipeg. Despite its size, Iceland produced a team that beat England and tied Portugal in the 2016 Euro tournament. The soccer world is watching to see if the Cinderella story will continue.

What about Canada?

Don’t look for the Maple Leaf. Our men’s team, currently ranked 80th in the world, did not qualify. In fact, Canada’s one and only World Cup appearance was in 1986.

There is, however, a glimmer of hope for the future. John Herdman, who coached the women’s national team to back-to-back Olympic gold medals, took over the men’s team in January. He calls himself a builder. But can he build a winning team in time to qualify for Qatar 2022? 

Or will 2026 be our year? Canada, Mexico, and the United States entered a joint bid to host the 2026 World Cup. Morocco is the only other host candidate. FIFA will decide the location on June 13.
Representing Canada 
Though Canada didn’t qualify for the World Cup, a Canadian official did. Assistant referee Joe Fletcher officiated his first World Cup in Brazil in 2014. He was invited to referee again in Russia. 

Assistant referees must be in top shape to keep up with world‑class soccer players. Mr. Fletcher can sprint 40 metres in five seconds. He also prepares by analyzing the playing style and personalities of the players and teams he may be officiating. 

The 42-year-old chartered accountant is only the third Canadian to officiate a World Cup game. He will be assigned to one of 33 three-person teams.
Did You Know...?

The game that Canadians call ‘soccer’ is known as ‘football’ outside North America. It is not related to Canadian or American football, which is derived from rugby.

Extra Eyes

Soccer fans watching a World Cup match may notice referees making an unfamiliar call. If you see the ref outline a rectangle with his hands, he’s asking the video assistant referee’s opinion on a play.

Video Assistant Refereeing (VAR) was piloted in North America’s Major League Soccer (MLS) league two years ago, and it was also used in several professional leagues and tournaments. It makes its World Cup debut in Russia. Like the goal-line technology introduced at the 2014 World Cup, VAR is designed to increase officiating accuracy. 

VAR officials are all experienced FIFA referees and receive specialized training. They monitor feeds from 33 cameras as well as audio from the three field referees. 

Reviews can be requested by the referee or a VAR official. However, the VAR can only interrupt play for a clear and obvious error. However, the final call rests with the officials on the field.

Four types of decisions can be reviewed:
1) Goals and whether there was a violation during the buildup;
2) Penalty decisions; 
3) Red card decisions; 
4) Mistaken identity in awarding a red or yellow card.

FIFA president Gianni Infantino says VAR’s value is proven. “From almost 1000 live matches that were part of the experiment, the level of the accuracy increased from 93% to 99%. It’s almost perfect,” he stated.
FIFA: Fédération Internationale de Football Association – the international governing body of soccer, formed in 1904 and based in Zurich, Switzerland
berth: a spot or place on a team or in a tournament
tiki-taka: a style of soccer play that involves short accurate passes and quick player movement while maintaining possession of the ball 

On The Lines   
Answer the following in complete sentences:

1. What does FIFA stand for?


2. Which popular ‘football’ tournament will take place from June 14 to July 15?
3. Which country will host this tournament? How many stadiums will be used to host the games?
4. How much will it cost to host this tournament?

5. How many teams will participate in this tournament?
6. Describe how this tournament is structured.

7. How much prize money will be awarded to successful teams?
8. What does VAR stand for?

9. List at least three important facts about VAR.
10. Describe how a referee requests a VAR review.
Between The Lines
Making an inference: An inference is a conclusion drawn from evidence. A good inference is supported by evidence in the article and is consistent with known facts outside the article.
What inference(s) can you draw from the fact that there is $400 million (US) in prize money for the teams participating in the World Cup?

Just Talk About It
1. What reasons can you suggest to explain why soccer is the most popular sport in much of the world? 

2. Soccer is the most popular sport in the world – but there are many other sports to watch and participate in! Which sport do you enjoy the most? Give reasons to support your response.

On-Line
1. Find out where all the 2018 World Cup games will be played at 
https://www.bbc.com/sport/football/41586162 

2. Find out about what ‘dummy,’ ‘pitch,’ and other soccer terms mean at
http://www.cbc.ca/sports/soccer/fifaworldcup/features/story/2009/11/24/sp-glossary.html
3. Watch and learn how FIFA determines which teams will face off at the World Cup at 
http://www.fifa.com/worldcup/news/the-final-draw-how-it-works-2921565
4. Find “Your complete guide to all 736 players at the 2018 World Cup” at https://www.theguardian.com/football/ng-interactive/2018/jun/05/world-cup-2018-complete-guide-players-ratings-goals-caps

5. Visit the FIFA World Cup website at http://www.fifa.com/worldcup/ 

6 Learn the rules of football (Soccer or Association Football) at
https://youtu.be/qg566N-eDWo [4:19] and https://youtu.be/Up3Wvsxh6Pg [5:57]

7. Watch “The history of FIFA World Cup trophies,” and learn about the long history of this tournament at
https://youtu.be/pEZFxPyOnhs [5:03] 

8. Review the “Outlandish Costs of Hosting the World Cup,” at 
https://www.statista.com/chart/2377/costs-of-hosting-the-world-cup/

Quiz

Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question:

______  1. Which country won the World Cup in 2014?


a) Brazil



b) Germany


c) Italy




d) Spain
______  2. How many teams will compete in the 2018 World Cup?
a) 16 




b) 24
c) 32 




d) 64
______  3. Which new technology will be used during the 2018 World Cup?


a) Goal Line Cameras (GLCs)




b) instant replays to review fouls


c) Video Assistant Referees (VAR)


d) Global Position Soccer Balls (GPSB)
______ 4. True or False? Italy and Spain are favoured to win the 2018 World Cup.
______ 5. True or False? Canada did not qualify for the World Cup.

6. As you see it, what is the significance of the World Cup? Explain.

Article and Questions





This Supplementary News issue includes: ��


1) a PDF file (the complete document) 


and


2) a Word file that contains only the article and questions. 





These files contain only the article and student activities. They do not contain the Answer Key. 





The Word file allows students to complete assignments using a computer either at school or at home. Teachers can assign all or parts of the file by email attachment or a school website. The Word file also allows teachers to:


• easily modify and format content including changing fonts and text sizes 


• quickly upload the contents of this file to Google Docs


• create a PDF document and use Adobe Reader's 'Read Out Loud Mode'


• save paper and copying costs and help protect the environment 


• promote and encourage students’ computer skills 
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