
Canada Has A New Governor General!
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Rideau Hall is the residence of the Governor General of Canada. It’s a big, fancy mansion! Mary Simon, her husband, and their dog Neva moved in in July. It’s a long way from the village of Kuujjuaq in northern Quebec where she was born. 

The role of the Governor General

Canada is a monarchy. That means we have a queen (or king). The queen doesn’t actually run the country, though. We elect politicians to do that.

Our queen lives in England. So the government chooses someone in Canada to represent her. That’s the role of the Governor General (GG). 

Much of what a GG does is ceremonial. She attends events. She hands out medals and honours. She travels the country to meet Canadians. 

She may also take on other projects. Ms. Simon has things she wants to work on. Climate change. Mental health. Indigenous reconciliation.

“I’m excited for Mary. I’m actually very excited for Canada,” says one Inuit leader who knows her.

Canada’s first Indigenous GG

Ms. Simon is an Inuk. She comes from Nunavik — in northern Quebec. 

“My Inuk name is Ningiukudluk,” she said. She jokingly warned the Prime Minister that it means “bossy little old lady.”

Ms. Simon’s parents taught her to live in two worlds. One was the traditional Inuit world of the north. Her family hunted and fished on the land. Her father, who is not Indigenous, also taught her about the non-Inuit world in the south.

At first, she lacked confidence in that non‑Inuit world. But she came to understand that her voice had power. Other Inuit were looking to her to be their voice. 

“I was able to let go of my fear,” she says.

Mary Simon went on to a lifetime of accomplishment. She has been a journalist. A negotiator. An advocate for Indigenous rights. A Canadian ambassador. She has received honours and awards.

Co-workers say she handles herself with grace. She is calm and serene. She has integrity and respect.

The July 26th ceremony included the traditional 21-gun salute. But it also began with the lighting of a qulliq. That’s an Inuit oil lamp used to light and warm the home.

Also, the ceremony was broadcast in Inuktitut. That’s a first for Canada!

Being bilingual

Some Canadians have criticized the choice of Ms. Simon because she does not speak French. Usually the GG is fluent in both of Canada’s official languages. 

The school she attended in northern Quebec did not offer French. But she plans to learn the language.

She does speak one of Canada’s founding languages though.

“Inuktitut belongs in Rideau Hall just as much as French and English,” says one Inuit leader.

Ms. Simon promises to “be there for all
Canadians.”

“I’m honoured, humbled and ready to be Canada’s first Indigenous Governor General.

The Governor General is also the Commander-in-Chief of Canada's Armed Forces.

What questions would you like to ask Ms. Simon?
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Nunavik is in northern Quebec. It's different from Nunavut. Nunavik means "great land" in the local dialect of Inuktitut. Nunavut means "our land".

 Comprehension Check

Answer the questions below in complete sentences:

1. What is a monarchy?

2. Ms. Simon wants to work on some special projects. What are they?

3. Describe the two worlds Ms. Simon's parents taught her to live in.

4. What is a qulliq?

5. Why have some Canadians criticized the choice of Mary Simon as Governor General?

 Language Focus

An adjective is a word used to describe a noun – a person, place, or thing. 

Example: long river

The adjective 'long' helps us understand the length of the river. It helps us to better visualize it. 
A. Write adjectives for the following nouns: 

1. 





chair

2. 





girl

3. 





kitchen

4. 





beach

5. 





parent

B. Write five adjective-noun phrases of your own.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

How many adjectives can you find in the article? How do these adjectives help you to better understand or visualize the nouns they are describing?
Articles and Questions


Each free article of The Canadian Reader includes: ��1) a PDF file 


and


2) a Word file 


These files contain only the article and questions. They do not contain Answer Keys. 


This Word file allows students to complete assignments using a computer either at school or at home. Teachers can assign all or parts of the file by email attachment or a school website. The Word file also allows teachers to:


	• easily modify and format content including changing fonts and text sizes


• create a PDF document and use Adobe Reader's 'Read Out Loud Mode'


• save paper and copying costs and help protect the environment 


• promote and encourage students’ computer skills





What Else Can You Do With The Word File?


#1) You can easily upload the file to Google Docs and share it with students or other teachers. See how here:


� HYPERLINK "https://support.google.com/drive/answer/2424368?hl=en" �https://support.google.com/drive/answer/2424368?hl=en�


#2) Translate the uploaded document into another language. (see Tools>Translate document). Google Docs will create a new copy of the original file but you will need to edit the document to suit your requirements. Google Docs can translate into over 100 languages including Spanish, Mandarin, German, etc. See how here:


� HYPERLINK "https://support.google.com/docs/answer/187189?hl=en&co=GENIE.Platform=Desktop" �https://support.google.com/docs/answer/187189?hl=en&co=GENIE.Platform=Desktop�
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