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WHAT YOU'RE MISSING

[@]waR BREAKS OUT IN THE MIDDLE EAST

War broke out in the Middle East in October. The violence was
centred in and around the Gaza Strip. That’s a thin ribbon of
Palestinian territory 41 kilometres ...

Subscribe to read the full article. www.lesplan.com

B A SHORT HISTORY OF A TROUBLED REGION

The seemingly endless cycle of violence in the Middle East has
roots dating back over 100 years. Here’s a short history of how the
animosity between Palestinians and Israelis ...

Subscribe to read the full article. info.lesplan.com

. CIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND THE ENVIRONMENT

FROM ONE EPOCH TO ANOTHER

Crawford Lake is in Milton, Ontario. That’s a suburban area outside
Toronto. It’s only 300 metres across at its widest — not even once
around a high school track ...

Subscribe to read the full article. 1 (888) 240-2246

* SUBSCRIBE TODAY & GET IT ALL *

“Of the reams of educational resources out there, What in
the World? is easily one of my favourites.”
- G. Shuley, Nanaimo, BC

With a subscription, you'll receive eight full issues.
Each issue includes four articles, a political cartoon,
a news photo assignment, maps, questions, quizzes,
and answer keys — everything you need to help

your students understand current Canadian and

“I love this publication! It is an excellent complement to
my Social Studies curriculum and the activities enable

/ . nal di me to cover many provincial outcomes.”
International events and issues. - S. Giffin, Dartmouth, NS

WWW.LESPLAN.COM *+ 1-888-240-2212 * INFO@LESPLAN.COM
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SUBSCRIBE to WHAT IN THE WORLD? ©

at a cost of $28.75 per month per school.

COPYRIGHT AND LICENCE

These materials are protected by copyright.
Subscribers may copy each issue for use by

all students and teachers within one school.
Subscribers must also ensure that the materials are

not made available to anyone outside their school.

COMPLIMENTARY SAMPLE
Please let us know if you or a colleague would
like to receive a complimentary sample of any of

our publications.
HAY’'SXW’QA!
LesPlan is grateful to the Lkwungen Peoples, the

Songhees and Esquimalt Nations, on whose unceded

land we now live, and do our work.

We welcome your comments and appreciate your

suggestions. Please contact us at any time.

LEVEL 1 - NO. 3

MISSION STATEMENT

LesPlan Educational Services Ltd. aims to help teachers develop students’
engagement in, understanding of, and ability to critically assess current
issues and events by providing quality, up-to-date, affordable, ready-to-use
resources appropriate for use across the curriculum.

I have had many parents comment to me
about how great they think What in the
World? is, and they look forward to each
month’s issue coming home... This is a
great resource for a small country school to
explore the global issues that affect us all.

K. Camelon, Grade 7/8 teacher
Admaston, ON

GET BREAKING NEWS
STORIES FREE ONLINE

Articles and supplementary materials for
breaking news stories are posted at
www.lesplan.com.

Download as many as you'd like!
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84 A LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN

— THE PROFESSIONAL WOMEN'S HOCKEY LEAGUE GETS UNDERWAY
BEFORE READING

1. Project the recently unveiled logo for the PWHL:
https://news.thepwhl.com/professional-womens-hockey-league-introduces-official-league-logo/

Note: Be careful not to reveal the league’s acronym at the bottom of the page.

2. Ask students to share with a partner what they see in the image. (E.g.: the letter W; maybe the letter V;
hockey sticks; hockey puck; the colours white and purple; etc.)

3. Slide the page up slightly to reveal the league’s acronym: PWHL.

4. Ask student pairs to discuss what they think this acronym means. (If needed, you could give them the
NHL acronym as a hint.) Accept all possible answers. For instance:

P- Professional, Pro, Popular, Premier

W -Women’s, World

H - Hockey

L - League, Legion

Vote as a class on the correct version before revealing the answer.

5. Finally, invite students to set a purpose for reading the article, referring to the resource page Setting
A Purpose Before Reading as needed.
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LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN

— THE PROFESSIONAL WOMEN'S HOCKEY LEAGUE GETS UNDERWAY

Enthusiasm is mounting as
players, coaches, and prospects
pack up for November training
camps. They’re readying for
the January 2024 launch of the
Professional Women’s Hockey
League (PWHL).

The league will have six teams.
Three franchises will operate
in Montreal, Toronto, and
Ottawa. The other three will be
U.S.-based. They are Boston,
Minnesota, and New York.

The first season will have 24
games. Seasons will expand to 32
games in the future. Players will
strut their stuff on everything
from NHL-sized rinks to ice in
minor hockey venues.

“This is an extraordinary
opportunity to advance women’s
sports,” said tennis legend and
women’s sports advocate Billie
Jean King, who backed the

DEFINITIONS

league’s creation. She will help
run it and says it will inspire a
new generation of players.

LITTLE TIME TO PREP

The PWHL is working overtime
to get the show on the road by
January.

The to-do list is a long one. Team
names and logos need to be
chosen. Transportation must be
organized. Schedules have to be
set. Equipment must be readied.

“The thought of standing up
one team in an existing league
in six months is kind of nuts,”
said Stan Kasten, of the PWHLs
advisory board. “Here we are
trying to stand up six teams in
a new league. Yet, we're going
to do it. I've never felt more
confident... that we are going to
have our first games in January
and our first season in 2024.”

FIGHTING FOR FAIRNESS

The formation of the league
ends a period of instability

in the pro women’s hockey
circuit. It’s also a testament to
the determination and grit of
women who stood their ground.

DID YOU KNOW?

The PWHL unveiled its logo
on October 24. It features
crossed hockey sticks that help
form a “W” against a purple
background.

—

The PWHL can trace its roots
back to the Premier Hockey
Federation (PHEF). It founded
the National Women’s Hockey
League (NWHL) in 2015.

The NWHL was the first female
hockey league to pay players.

It lured many stars away from
the Canadian Women’s Hockey

ADVOCATE: a person who supports or speaks in favour of somebody or of a public plan or action
PROFESSIONAL: describing the situation when someone is paid to participate in a sport or activity
TESTAMENT: something that serves as a sign or evidence of a specified fact, event, or quality

LEVEL 1 - NO. 3
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— THE PROFESSIONAL WOMEN'S HOCKEY LEAGUE GETS UNDERWAY

B A LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN

League (CWHL), which didn’t
offer salaries. The CWHL folded
in 2019 after 12 seasons.

Then, in its second season, the
NWHL asked players to take a
salary cut. That angered many
of the women in the four-team
organization. As a result, 200 top
female players declared that they
wouldn’t take part in any North
American league until they

were properly paid. They also
demanded necessary resources.
They created a union, the
Professional Women’s Hockey
Players’ Association (PWHPA),
to help push for these changes.

The tactics worked. Last June,
new owners bought the PHF
and its asset, the NWHL. The
players’ union hammered out
an agreement with them. It
guarantees minimum salaries
of $35,000 (US). Players

also receive travel expenses,
health insurance, pregnancy
and parental leave, and

other benefits.

THE FUN BEGINS

With these issues settled under
one new league, the future
appears bright for professional
women’s hockey.

The PWHL draft got underway
in September and free-agent
picks were announced. Fans
eagerly followed the action.

Some big names? On the
Canadian side, Ottawa asked
Becca Gilmore to attend camp.
Ms. Gilmore won a world
championship with the U.S.
national team last spring. And
she scored six points in 11 games
for the Boston Pride.

Ottawa also invited Mikyla
Grant-Mentis. Ms. Grant-Mentis
earned 21 points in 24 games
with the Buffalo Beauts. As for
goaltending, Toronto drafted
Team Canada gold medallist
Kristen Campbell.

TIME TO GET TO WORK

PWHL training camps start

in mid-November after the
Canadian and U.S. national
teams compete in a Rivalry
Series. It's one of the best match-
ups in sport. USA Hockey and
Hockey Canada started the
Rivalry Series in 2018.

Training will likely run for
several weeks to bring the 180
players attending up to speed.
Many haven'’t played since the
spring. It will be the first time
the new coaches will get to see

their developing teams in action.

THE BEST FROM AFAR

The new sports organization
is not only drawing North
America’s best female players.

It’s also attracting premier talent
from Europe and Asia.

Dominika Laskovd, a Czech
national drafted by Montreal, is
among them. She hopes to be a
model for others in her country.

“I think it’s great for the little
girls back home to see that there
is a possibility for them to play
[alongside] the best players in
the world,” she said.

American forward Hilary
Knight says she expects these
players to change the game.

“I'm giddy about it just from a
fan’s perspective,” she says. "We
see it on the men’s side. [But]
you've never seen the hockey
minds meet from different
countries on the women’s side.”

SEEING THE ACTION

For now, PWHL games will just
be streamed, but the league is
hoping for regular TV coverage
eventually. Teams will play
some games outside their home
cities, in NHL arenas in neutral
territory or in cities without
NHL franchises. Wherever
they'll play, fans can’t wait to see
them.

“This is another step forward

for the women who play
professional hockey and the girls
who dream of it every day,” said
league rep Johanna Boynton. %

DEFINITIONS

DRAFT: a system for sports teams to choose new players
UNION: an organization of workers formed to protect the rights and interests of its members
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A LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN

— THE PROFESSIONAL WOMEN'S HOCKEY LEAGUE GETS UNDERWAY
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1. What is the PWHL?

2. How old is this organization? How many teams belong to this league?

3. Where will the Canadian teams be based? Where will the American teams play?

4. How many games will each team play during the first season?

5. When will PWHL training camps begin? How many players are expected to attend?

6. When will the regular season start?

7. How will home games be different from most other sports?

8. List at least two things that still need to happen before the season starts.

9. Besides visiting a rink and watching live, how can fans watch PWHL games?

LEVEL 1 * NO. 3 WHAT IN THE WORLD? » SAMPLE



NATIONAL

A LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN

— THE PROFESSIONAL WOMEN'S HOCKEY LEAGUE GETS UNDERWAY
QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER THOUGHT

1. Canadian Olympic hockey champion Brianne Jenner is quoted as saying: “When I was growing up
in the game, I dreamed of playing for Team Canada, because that’s what I saw on TV. I didn’t think
something like this was possible.”

As you see it, how might this pro women’s hockey league affect interest in hockey? Support your
response with examples.

2. John Tavares, captain of the Toronto Maple Leafs, had this to say about the PWHL: "You want to see
them flourish. The international game, it's been tremendously successful, a lot of fun to watch, and
they're great athletes. They play a great game that we all love. They do a great job at it and deserve the
opportunity to have their own league and develop a history of pedigree — a legacy — just like we have
as men.

What is your understanding of this statement? As you see it, how might John Tavares' comments be
received by PWHL players? Explain.

LEVEL 1 * NO. 3 WHAT IN THE WORLD? » SAMPLE
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A LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN

— THE PROFESSIONAL WOMEN'S HOCKEY LEAGUE GETS UNDERWAY
QUESTIONS FOR ONLINE EXPLORATION

Note: The links below are listed at www.lesplan.com/links for easy access.

1. Visit the PWHLS official website: https://www.thepwhl.com/

2. Learn more details about the PWHL:
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/pwhl-women-hockey-guide-1.6965776
http://www.cbc.ca/player/play/2250609667987 [2:06]

What does the league mean for women’s hockey?

3. Learn more about the PWHL's inaugural draft and the first players to be signed:
https://www.cbc.ca/sports/3-stories-inaugural-pwhl-draft-donkin-sept18-1.6970865
https://www.cbc.ca/sports/hockey/pwhl-draft-explainer-septi5-1.6967144

Which players were signed first? Why do you think they were chosen before the others?

4. Jayna Hefford, senior vice-president of PWHL operations and member of the Hockey Hall of Fame,
explains what the PWHL means for hockey and women’s sports in general:
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=3YSQpqjloRU [6:24]

What is the importance of this league?

5. Who are some of the players to watch in the PWHL?
https://www.cbc.ca/sports/hockey/pwhl-draft-i0-intriguing-players-1.6965619

6. Visit the Hockey Hall of Fame website to learn about the pioneers of women's hockey:
https://www.hhof.com/hockeypedia/womenshockey.html

What questions do you have?

LEVEL 1 * NO. 3 WHAT IN THE WORLD? » SAMPLE
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a4 A LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN

— THE PROFESSIONAL WOMEN'S HOCKEY LEAGUE GETS UNDERWAY

Imagining a Before and After: Draw (or write) about what you imagine happened right before this
scene and what is likely to happen next. A plausible prediction builds on details in the photograph,
explains the context (Why the event happened), is believable, and includes all sWs. A likely conclusion
builds on details in the photograph, is logical and believable, and includes all sWs.

Before

Canadian hockey players Marie-Philip Poulin, left, Laura Stacey, centre, and Ann-Renee Desbiens, are introduced
by the Professional Women’s Hockey League as the first three players to sign free agent contracts with the league’s
Montreal franchise in Montreal, on September. 7, 2023. (THE CANADIAN PRESS/Christinne Muschi)

After

Prepared with assistance from TC2, The Critical Thinking Consortium. © 2023

LEVEL 1 - NO. 3 WHAT IN THE WORLD? » SAMPLE PAGE 10
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54 A LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN

— THE PROFESSIONAL WOMEN'S HOCKEY LEAGUE GETS UNDERWAY
PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

A. Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question:

1. How many teams belong to the PWHL?

a) 4 b) 6
c) 12 d) 14
2. Canadian PWHL teams will play in:
a) Quebec City, New York, Montreal b) Vancouver, Toronto, Ottawa
c) Ottawa, Toronto, Montreal d) Toronto, Calgary, Ottawa
3. The minimum yearly salary for each PWHL player will be:
a) $35,000 (US) b) $75,000 (US)
¢) $225,000 (US) d) $1,000,000 (US)

B. Mark the statements T (True) or F (False). If a statement is True, write one important fact to
support it on the line below. If a statement is False, write the words that make it true on the line below.

4. True or False? The PWHL is the first women’s hockey league that will pay its players.

5. True or False? PWHL teams do not yet have team names and logos.

6. True or False? PWHL teams will play all away games in the other team's home arena.

C. Fill in the blanks to complete each sentence.

7. PWHL teams will play games during the first season.
8. The PWHPA is a created to represent and negotiate for PWHL players.
9. The PWHL consists of crossed hockey sticks that form a "W".

D. Respond to the following question in paragraph form. (Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.)

10. What impact do you suppose the PWHL might have on women's hockey? On women's sports in
general? Give reasons to support your response.

LEVEL 1 - NO. 3 WHAT IN THE WORLD? » SAMPLE PAGE 11



RESOURCE PAGE FOR STUDENTS

SETTING A PURPOSE BEFORE READING

There are a number of reasons we read, and setting a purpose for reading - knowing WHY we are
reading - helps us to focus on important information and to better understand and remember what we
read. It also helps us decide HOW we will read the text.

We don't read all texts for the same purposes or in the same way. For example, we read an instruction
manual for a new Blu-ray player for a different reason than we read a book or a website. How we will
read it — the strategies we use — will also differ. We are more likely to skim to find the information

we need in a manual. Once we find what we need, we might read the instructions carefully to figure
out what to do. Then, we stop reading, put the manual down, and carry out the steps. We may have to
reread if we get confused or forget what to do.

This is a very different approach than the one we would use to read a book. When we read a book,

we usually read cover-to-cover. We read carefully so we don't miss any details because we want to
understand the whole story. Sometimes we make connections or create images in our minds as we read
to help us better understand what we are reading. Depending on its length, we may put the book down
before we finish reading it but we will start reading where we left off.

Good readers are flexible and responsive. This means that they match their reading strategies to their
purpose for reading. What types of text do you read? Why do you read them? What strategies do you
use to read each of these texts? The chart below is a summary of the main purposes for reading and
what each entails.

Purpose for reading What it looks like

For enjoyment Usually student-selected.

Allows students to choose a variety of genres and forms.

Allows students to pursue what interests them while
developing reading skills.

To experience something new Students make connections between their personal
experiences and those of people around the world.

To learn more about themselves and others Students reflect on what they’ve read and express opinions
and perspectives.

Students develop a sense of their personal values and make
sense of the world around them.

To gain information Students use the features of informational texts to gather,
analyse and apply what they’ve learned.

To understand issues Students develop a sense of perspective.

Students pose questions, acknowledge other points of view,
critique the opinions presented and support opinions with
evidence.

To appreciate writing Students respond to text in ways other than written
answers to apply what they’ve learned in new contexts.

To appreciate use of media to communicate Students respond to a variety of media formats (e.g.,
infographics, political cartoons, videos, etc.) and react to
how the format supports the meaning of the message.

* Chart adapted from: A Guide to Effective Literacy Instruction, Grades 4-6, p. 11.

LEVEL 1 - NO. 3 WHAT IN THE WORLD? » SAMPLE PAGE 12



Current Events, Clearly Explained

Students want to know what’s happening in their world -
but the news can be difficult and time-consuming to teach.

WE HAVE THE SOLUTION. (Five, actually)

The Canadian Reader & What in the World? =
£ £

PDF/Word resource ) v PDF/Word resource i
. . s v National and international <

v Clearly written, leveled Canadian g . B
o0 news stories 5o

v" Key vocabulary
v" Background information
v Varied assignments
that build content-area
knowledge and enhance critical thinking

v" Maps and illustrations
Product details: 8 issues. 60 pages. Available in English and
in French, and in 2 reading levels, for grades 5 and up.

current events articles

v’ Literacy-based lesson plans

v" Engaging, original illustrations

v" Comics

v" Map assignments
Product details: 8 issues. 38 pages.
Available in English and in French for
grades 3 and up (1 reading level).

Currents4Kids.com Building Bridges
News4Youth.com v' PDF/Word resource 3
v Online and interactive v Builds understanding of current i
v Weekly events that impact Indigenous '5;
v’ Auto-graded quizzes Peoples and all Canadians <8
v Comment page for v Two theme-based articles
and lesson plans

students to respond to the stories
v’ Links to relevant articles, resources,

maps, photos and videos
v’ Extension activities
Product details: 40 issues. One subscription allows all
teachers and students access from any Internet-connected
device at any time. Available in English and in French.
Currents4Kids/Infos-Jeunes: Grades 3 and up (1 reading level).
News4Youth/Infos-Ados: Grades 5 and up (3 reading levels).

v" Background information

v" Consistent with
First Peoples Principles of Learning
v" Encourages a respectful, reflective, empathetic,

and inquiring frame of mind
Product details: 5 issues. Variable page length.
Available in English and in French, and in 2 reading

levels, for grades 5 and up.

1‘888‘24@‘22 !I 2 www.leSplaIl.com

Contact us for a sample copy or free demo.

LesPlan Educational Services Ltd.

visit: www.lesplan.com

email: info@lesplan.com

call toll free: 888 240-2212




Students Can Work In Word/Google Docs...

... that each issue of What In The World? includes a PDF file (complete document) and a
Word file (articles and questions only).

Students can complete assignments directly in the Word file. Teachers can email the file to

students or post it on the Internet. The Word file also allows teachers to:
+ easily modify and format content including changing fOIES and teXt sizes
o create a PDF document and use Adobe Reader’s ‘Read Out Loud Mode’

« save paper and copying costs and help protect the environment

« promote and encourage students’ computer skills

Password Security Google Docs and LibreOffice

There are three ways to access data from a Word file that is « You can easily upload the Word file to Google Docs and

password protected: share it with students or other teachers.

1) Select the data you wish to Copy and then Paste it into any  « You can translate Google Docs into another language

word processing program. Use Select All to copy the entire (see Tools>Translate document) but you will need to edit

document. the document to suit your requirements. Google Docs

2) Import the entire Word file into LibreOffice (or another can translate into over 100 languages including Spanish,

similar program) and then save as a new file Mandarin, and German.
« LibreOffice is a free alternate to Microsoft Office and

3) To remove the password from a protected Word file, use
offers the same functionality. It’s easy to install and use.

Save As to make a new copy of the file. You can then

change the Security settings and remove the password. See: www.libreoffice.org

LesPlan Educational Services Ltd.

Visit: www.lesplan.com email: info@lesplan.com call toll free: 888 240-2212
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IG NEWS

CLEARLY EXPLAINED

SUITABLE FOR GRADES 5 AND UP

Help your students understand today’s top stories with WHAT IN THE
WORLD? - LesPlan’s highly-acclaimed monthly current events resource.

Engaging, levelled articles, background information
and original illustrations make the news interesting
and easy to grasp. Accompanying questions and

; ONS assignments provide multiple ways to examine the
topics and enhance literacy and critical thinking.

Subscribe

now for the

2023 - 2024
school year,
and get the
November
and December
issues FREE!
(a $57.50 value)

When I have kids in grade 4/5 wanting
to know when the next issue is coming,
even in December and June, that’s when
I know I have an excellent resource.

A. Eisler, Burnaby, BC

It is a relief to have a resource that fits with
the curriculum and is teacher-friendly (ready
to hand out). The added bonus of having
the answers to the questions and discussion
notes makes my life just a little bit easier.

B. Thibodeau, Saskatoon, SK

I have been using your product for seven
years. There isn’t a month that goes by that
Idon’t get into challenging discussions with

my students with the leads you provide
and go in directions I could never imagine.

Thank you for this terrific teaching aid!
D. Faerber, Pembroke, ON SEE NEXT FOR PAGE SAMPLES AND ORDERING DETAILS!
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