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For hours, days, months – even years – Canada’s best athletes have been perfecting their skating routines, refining their ski jumps, and pushing themselves hard to beat their best times in luge. They have one goal in mind. They want to do their country proud at the XXIV Olympic Winter Games scheduled to take place in Beijing, China starting February 4 2022. 

Over 17 days, nearly 3000 athletes from up to 90 countries will be testing their limits in 109 medal competitions. They’ll challenge one another in 15 disciplines across seven sports, including seven new events this year. But as Olympics go, this one is really complicated!

Covid, The Party Pooper

For starters, the pandemic is doing its best to sabotage the Games, just as it did the Summer Games in Tokyo, Japan, in 2021. Preparing for the Winter Olympics, Team Canada competitors had to stick-handle similar pandemic-caused conditions that restricted their ability to practice.

“I know that the athletes are facing extreme challenges with the unknown, which has affected training, racing, and ‘normal’ prep,” acknowledged Catriona Le May Doan, Canada’s Chef de Mission for the Beijing Games.  

To make matters worse, Omicron – a new variant of the 
coronavirus – began infecting people at a lightning‑fast pace around the world in the late fall, just as athletes were entering the home stretch of their training schedules. Sure enough, some of the better know competitors, such as alpine skier Mikaela Shiffrin of the United States, tested positive for the virus and won’t be able to compete. And in December, the National Hockey League (NHL) decided that players would skip the Games, just to be cautious. Canada still planned to have send a team, but without the likes of superstars such as Sidney Crosby and Connor McDavid.

“[COVID] just adds a curveball for every athlete preparing,” said Brad Gushue, of Canada’s men’s curling team. “[If you]… socialize with the wrong person, at the wrong time, your Olympic dream can go away.”

Cancellation Unlikely

That raised a question: Would the Games really begin as scheduled? After all, COVID caused a one-year delay in Japan. However, in early January, International Olympic Committee (IOC) officials said they were determined that Beijing 2022 would go on as planned. Since Tokyo, the Games' organizers say, they are now practiced at putting protocols in place that will help keep everyone safe.

In fact, protocols will be even tougher than those at the Tokyo Olympics. This time, a “closed-loop 
system” – effectively a bubble – will be in place. It will keep all the athletes, coaches, team officials, Olympic staff members, casual workers, volunteers, and journalists confined for the entire Games. Competition sites, housing, media facilities, and transportation systems will all be sealed off so that people inside won’t be allowed out and those outside won’t get in. What’s more, everybody at the Olympics will have to show proof of vaccination and will still be tested daily to ensure they aren’t infected.

Nonetheless, “We’re worried,” said David Shoemaker, head of the Canadian Olympic Committee, in early January. “[We’re] confident that these Games can still be scheduled safely. But we’re taking it day by day.”

Few Fans In The Stands
How about sports fans? Will they be allowed to attend? At the Tokyo Games, no spectators were permitted, but that’s the one area where Beijing is easing up. While supporters from outside China still can’t be on site – or even enter the country – organizers say they hope to let some Chinese citizens cheer on their heroes in person. Everyone else will have to watch the competition on television.

A Political Firestorm

Meanwhile, a major political conflict between China and a few like-minded countries is threatening the congenial atmosphere usually associated with the Games.

Canada, the U.S., the United Kingdom, and Australia all announced that they were imposing a diplomatic boycott on the Games and won’t be sending any political delegates to the event. That’s a first. Typically, during Olympics, high‑ranking politicians and royalty from different countries attend opening and closing ceremonies as well as some competitions. 

What’s behind the boycott? The countries involved accuse the Chinese government of mistreating and persecuting 12-million-plus Uyghurs, a Muslim minority population living mostly in Northwest China.

Human rights groups say over one million Uyghurs are imprisoned in so-called “re-education camps” where torture has occurred. They also claim that Uyghurs are being used as forced labour and that women have been sterilized against their will.

“We are extremely concerned by the repeated human-rights violations by the Chinese government,” stated Prime Minister Justin Trudeau.

Beijing has also restricted freedoms in Hong Kong, despite previous promises to allow the region to retain its democratic and economic traditions until 2047. As well, it has acted aggressively toward nearby Taiwan (which it claims to own). And it has intimidated neighbouring nations by building up a large military presence in the South China Sea.

Canada’s Foreign Affairs Minister Mélanie Joly said she thinks the diplomatic boycott sends a strong signal to China. She added that imposing an athletes' boycott wouldn’t be fair to competitors who have worked so hard to make it this far.

For its part, the Chinese government strongly denies accusations that Uyghurs are being mistreated, and angrily countered that the boycott violates the Olympic spirit.
Soldiering On

Despite all these issues, the Olympic athletes promise to deliver thrills.

Figure skater Roman Sadovsky of Vaughan, Ontario, is one competitor to watch. He was the longshot winner of the 2020 men’s Canadian national championship. Hamilton Ontario’s Sarah Nurse, playing for our women’s hockey team and known for her 
goal-scoring abilities, will get fans’ adrenaline pumping, too. So will freestyle skier Marion Thénault, of Sherbrooke, Quebec. She recently won a World Cup gold in Kazakhstan. 

The Beijing Olympics, says curler Brad Gushue, are “a challenge. I’m not gonna lie.” But it’s a challenge he’s still eager to take. 

Did You Know?

The Beijing 2022 program will be the most gender-balanced Olympic Winter Games in history, with more female athletes (45.5 percent) and women’s events than at any previous Games.

About China

Located in East Asia, the People's Republic of China is the world's most populous country, with more than 1.4 billion people. The nation spans five geographical time zones and borders 14 different countries. It is approximately 9.6 million square kilometres in size. Beijing is the national capital.

China has hosted the Olympics once before. The 2008 Summer Games were also held in Beijing.

boycott: to refuse to buy, use, or participate in something as a way of protesting

chef de mission: Canada’s ambassador for the entire team leading into and during the Games

congenial: pleasant and enjoyable

protocol: a system of rules that explain the correct conduct and procedures to be followed

sabotage: the act of destroying or damaging something deliberately so that it does not work correctly

sterilize: to make someone unable to produce children

Taiwan: an island that has for all practical purposes been independent since 1950. However, China regards Taiwan as a rebel region that is part of the People’s Republic of China and must be reunited with the mainland.

 Comprehension Questions

1. List at least four important facts about China.

2. Which city will host the XXIV Olympic Winter Games? When will the competition start? 

3. How many athletes will attend these Games? How many countries will be represented?

4. Describe how the new Omicron coronavirus variant impacted these Games before they even began.

5. Describe the ‘closed loop system’ that will be used at the Winter Olympics.

6. Who will be allowed to attend the events?

7. List three reasons why some human rights groups and countries are upset with China. 

8. How did some countries decide to show they are opposed to some of China’s policies? 

 Questions For Further Thought

1. According to the International Olympic Committee (IOC) site, "The goal of the Olympic Movement is to contribute to building a peaceful and better world by educating youth through sport practiced without discrimination of any kind and in the Olympic spirit, which requires mutual understanding with a spirit of friendship, solidarity, and fair play." Despite this goal, many Games have been affected by politics and various degrees of protest and boycotts. As you see it, should politics be kept out of sports? Give reasons to support your ideas.

The following site may be helpful to learn about political issues in past Olympic Games:
https://www.ctvnews.ca/sports/the-olympics-have-always-been-political-a-timeline-1.5698672
2. In the article, Canadian Olympic curler Brad Gushue says that if you "socialize with the wrong person, at the wrong time, your Olympic dream can go away." What does this quote tell you about the sacrifices that elite athletes need to make  to be successful? What connections can you make between this idea and the personal sacrifices that many people have been making during the pandemic? Explain.

3. The article states that the Beijing Winter Olympics will be the most gender-balanced in history. What do you think might be some of the reasons for the growing number of female athletes at the Games? Explain. 

4. There was much debate about going ahead with the Tokyo Summer Olympic Games in 2021, after a year's delay due to concerns about COVID-19. Given all that you have learned and experienced throughout the pandemic, do you feel that the decision to go ahead with the XXIV Winter Games in Beijing is the right one? Support your response with facts and/or examples.

 Questions For Online Exploration

Note: The links below are listed at www.lesplan.com/en/links for easy access. 

1. Learn about the Canadian athletes competing at the Beijing Winter Games on CBC's Olympic website at 
https://www.cbc.ca/sports/olympics
2. Visit the official site of the Beijing Olympics: https://olympics.com/en/beijing-2022/
3. Explore the Olympic schedule: https://olympics.com/en/beijing-2022/schedule/ Which events might you be interested in watching? Why? Which events might you be interested in trying yourself? Explain.

4. Various sites are needed to accommodate all of the events at the Winter Games. Find details of the different venues for the XXIV Olympic Winter Games here:  https://olympics.com/en/beijing-2022/venues List 3 facts, 2 interesting details. and 1 question you have about what you learned.

5. The International Olympic Committee (IOC) has developed a limited new exhibition at its Olympic Museum dedicated to the history of the Olympic Winter Games that will be available until February 27, 2022. Find out more here: 
https://olympics.com/museum/explore/programming/rever-en-blanc
6. Learn more about Bing Dwen Dwen, the official mascot of the Beijing Games: 
https://olympics.com/en/beijing-2022/mascot
7. Test your Olympic Games knowledge at the IOC Fanzone at this link: https://olympics.com/en/fanzone/
8. The 2022 Beijing Winter Games is the first time that nations have participated in a diplomatic boycott. There have been, however, six occasions where boycotts have affected athletes' participation in the Olympic Games. Find out more about these boycotts: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Olympic_Games_boycotts
Share what you learned about these boycotts with a peer.

9. Who are the Uyghurs? Learn more about this group and the world's reaction to China's alleged human rights abuses against this group:
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-22278037
https://www.cbc.ca/sports/olympics/olympics-opening-uyghurs-take-rights-case-to-court-1.6284852
What questions do you still have about the Uyghurs? Explain.

 Putting It All Together

A. Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question: 
______  1. How many times has China hosted an Olympics before the 2022 Winter Games?

a) 0
b) 1

c) 2
d) 3

e) 4

______  2. Which country is not part of the diplomatic protest against the Winter Olympics?

a) Canada
b) Russia

c) United States
d) Australia

e) United Kingdom

______  3. Who is the Chef de Mission for Canada’s Olympic Team?

a) Sidney Crosby
b) Brad Gushue

c) Sarah Nurse
d) Catriona Le May Doan

e) Justin Trudeau

B. Mark the statements T (True) or F (False). If a statement is True, write one important fact to support it on the line below. If a statement is False, write the words that make it true on the line below. 

______  4. True or False? More female than male athletes will compete at the Beijing Winter Games.

______  5 True or False? Only spectators from the host country will be allowed to attend the Winter Olympics.

______  6. True or False? The Uyghurs are a Muslim minority group that lives in northwest China.

C. Fill in the blanks to complete each sentence.




7. The _______________________ variant has forced some athletes to withdraw from the Winter Olympics.

8. Some countries launched a diplomatic _______________________ to protest against Chinese government policies. 

9. Olympic organizers imposed a ‘closed _______________________ system’ security bubble to safeguard athletes. 

D. Respond to the following question in paragraph form. (Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.)
10. Winning a medal is the most important part of participating in the Olympic Games. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Give reasons to support your answer.

 Assessment Rubric         

 




     

        

This rubric may be helpful in providing students with formative, strength-based feedback and/or assessing students’ responses holistically. This easy-to-modify activity is included in the doc file which you can download from: 
www.lesplan.com/subscribers  

	
	Emerging
	Developing
	Proficient
	Extending

	Supports thinking


	Answers or reflections are brief and include obvious facts/details/ evidence.


	Answers or reflections are general and supported with some relevant facts/details/evidence.


	Answers or reflections are clearly supported with specific, relevant facts/details/evidence.


	Answers or reflections are insightful and supported with specific, relevant facts/details/evidence.



	Shows understanding


	Responses show a basic understanding of the text, topic, issue or message.


	Responses are thoughtful and show a general understanding of the text, topic, issue or message.


	Responses are thoughtful and show a complete understanding of the text, topic, issue or message.


	Responses are insightful and show a deep understanding the text, topic, issue or message. May synthesize ideas or explain the ‘so what’.



	Thinks 
critically


	Makes straightforward connections or inferences. Focuses on retelling.


	Makes logical connections to self (T:S) and/or background knowledge (T:S). Inferences are logical


	Makes meaningful connections to self. Considers ideas between texts (T:T).

Inferences are plausible.
	Makes powerful connections that go between texts and/or beyond the text (T:W). 

Inferences are plausible and insightful.


Articles and Questions


Each free article of What in the World? includes: ��1) a PDF file 


and 


2) a Word file 


These files contain only the article and questions. They do not contain Answer Keys. 


This Word file allows students to complete assignments using a computer either at school or at home. Teachers can assign all or parts of the file by email attachment or a school website. The Word file also allows teachers to:


• easily modify and format content including changing fonts and text sizes 


• create a PDF document and use Adobe Reader's 'Read Out Loud Mode'


• save paper and copying costs and help protect the environment 


• promote and encourage students’ computer skills





What Else Can You Do With The Word File?


#1) You can easily upload the file to Google Docs and share it with students or other teachers. See how here:


� HYPERLINK "https://support.google.com/drive/answer/2424368?hl=en" �https://support.google.com/drive/answer/2424368?hl=en�


#2) Translate the uploaded document into another language. (see Tools>Translate document). Google Docs will create a new copy of the original file but you will need to edit the document to suit your requirements. Google Docs can translate into over 100 languages including Spanish, Mandarin, German, etc. See how here:


� HYPERLINK "https://support.google.com/docs/answer/187189?hl=en&co=GENIE.Platform=Desktop" �https://support.google.com/docs/answer/187189?hl=en&co=GENIE.Platform=Desktop�
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