
Russia Readies To Invade Ukraine
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The world was on edge in February. The reason? Russia appeared to be planning to invade Ukraine. Ukraine is its neighbour to the west. 

Tensions between the two nations have been simmering since last November. That’s when Russia began a large military build-up in the region. 

Russian ships started patrolling the Black Sea off Ukraine’s coast. Soldiers and equipment left Russian bases to deploy near the Ukrainian border. And Russian units, along with Belarusian soldiers, have been holding live-fire drills close to Ukraine’s borders.

A True Tug of War 

Russian President Vladimir Putin denies that his country plans to attack Ukraine. He claims that the 170,000 troops on the Ukrainian border were just conducting military exercises. 

However, the United States and its NATO allies doubt that. They strongly suspect that Russia wants to annex Ukraine and make it part of Russia. Why? Ever since the dissolution of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) in 1991, Ukraine has sought stronger ties with Europe and the U.S. That doesn’t sit well with Mr. Putin. He sees a closer relationship between the West and Ukraine as a threat to Russia’s security.

The Cold War

His motives have their basis in the Cold War. That was a highly tense period. Competing political philosophies between the communist USSR and the democratic West brought the two sides to the brink of conflict. Each amassed troops and weapons at strategic locations to fend off attacks from the other. During this time, Ukraine was a Soviet Republic. It had the third-largest arsenal of nuclear weapons in the world. 
After the USSR dissolved, the Cold War ended and Russia seemed to look westward, too. It reached a deal with the U.S. and Ukraine to return atomic weapons to Russia. In exchange, it pledged not to attack Ukraine.

But when Mr. Putin came to power in 1999, it became apparent that he had other ideas. Many analysts say he wants to return to the glory days of the USSR. Then, Russia was a superpower that rivaled the U.S.
The Nato Factor 

Mr. Putin is especially worried that Russia's security would be threatened if Ukraine joined NATO. That would put the West’s military alliance on Russia’s doorstep. 

NATO insists that Ukraine won’t join the organization. Not all 30 member countries agree that it is eligible. But Ukraine’s military gets a lot of funding from the U.S., a NATO member. So whether or not Ukraine formally joins the alliance, it is still being supported by it.

Crimea Falls To Russia

Mr. Putin has moved to stop Ukraine from reaching out to the West for a long time. 

Events first came to a head in 2014. That year, protesting Ukrainians brought down their country’s pro-Russian leader, Viktor Yanukovych. Among other concerns, they were angry that he had abandoned a trade agreement with the European Union.

In response, Mr. Putin ordered a Russian invasion of the strategic Crimean Peninsula on the southern tip of Ukraine. The U.S. and many European countries imposed sanctions on Russia as a result, but they didn’t have much effect. Russia now controls the area. 

After Russia took Crimea, Ukrainian and pro-Russian separatist forces in the Donbas region of eastern Ukraine started fighting. Russia supported the rebels and Ukraine lost control of this territory, too, which has about four million inhabitants. Over 14,000 people have died in the fighting.  

A Diplomatic Flurry

Now, world leaders and diplomats in the U.S., Ukraine, the European Union, and Russia are meeting. The West is urgently trying to prevent the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

Negotiations have been hard. Russia wants a written guarantee that Ukraine won’t join NATO. The U.S. and NATO rejected that demand. However, they showed openness to new arms control agreements and to being more transparent about where NATO weapons and troops are stationed in Eastern Europe. 

If Diplomacy Fails?

If talks do break down, the U.S. and other nations have their own troops ready to make a stand. The U.S. has sent 3000 military people to Europe. It will likely send another 3000 to Poland. They are there just to show support for NATO. U.S. President Joe Biden insists they won’t enter active battle.

Should the invasion take place, it would threaten all of Europe and create a terrible crisis. Up to five million refugees could flood westward. The civilian death toll could reach 50,000. Yet Ukrainians seem resigned. 

“[We] are accustomed to war,” said one journalist. “Having this constant threat of Russia going further, many Ukrainians are used to it.”
About Ukraine
Ukraine, located in eastern Europe, has a population of about 41 million people and is considered a bridge between Europe and Asia. At around 604,000 square kilometres, it is slightly smaller than Manitoba. Its capital is Kyiv. 
annex: to take control of a territory or place

Cold War: a state of political hostility between the U.S. and USSR (1945-1990) characterized by threats, propaganda, and other measures short of open warfare

communism: a way of organizing a society in which the government owns the things that are used to make and transport products and there is no privately owned property

dissolution: the act of officially ending a marriage, organization, agreement, etc.

NATO: the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, a military alliance of 30 European and North American countries

sanction: an official order that limits trade, contact, etc. with a particular country, in order to make it do something, such as obeying international law
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: a communist country in eastern Europe and northern Asia, also called the Soviet Union. The USSR included Russia and 14 other republics. It officially dissolved on December 31, 1991.

 Comprehension Questions

1. What does USSR stand for?  What other name was this country know as?


2. How many republics were part of the USSR? When did this country break up?


3. What was the Cold War? Which two countries were involved in this conflict?


4. List at least three important facts about Ukraine.


5. Which two parts of Ukraine are no longer controlled by the central government? How did this happen?
6. What is NATO? How many countries belong to this alliance?


7. Why is Mr. Putin concerned about Ukraine’s growing relationship with western countries? Explain. 

8. What demands did Russia put forward? 

9. How did NATO respond? 


10. What recent Russian military actions suggest it may invade Ukraine? 

 Questions for Further Thought

1. Many NATO member countries, including the U.S., Canada, UK, and Germany, are providing financial and military support to Ukraine, and have warned Russia of severe economic sanctions if it chooses to invade this nation. Despite this, and the buildup of Russian troops on the Ukrainian border, President Zelensky appears to be downplaying the reports that Russia is about to invade Ukraine, stating in an address to the Ukrainian people, "Panic is our enemy's best friend." 

As you see it, what reasons might President Zelensky have for downplaying this threat? Explain.

2. The article quotes one Ukrainian journalist: "Having Russia on our tail, having this constant threat of Russia going further, many Ukrainians are used to it."

Imagine living with the day-to-day possibility that your country may be attacked by its very large and powerful neighbour. How would your life be different than it is now? If you were a Ukrainian citizen, what would you wish for the future of your country? Give examples to support your thinking.

 Questions For Online Exploration

Note: The links below are listed at www.lesplan.com/en/links for easy access. 

1. Learn more about the situation between Russia and Ukraine, past and present:
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=rfSwBL4UkUs [3:14]
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=VF0IuCGO6Yc [3:08] 

What did you learn from these reports? 

2. What are leaders saying about this potential conflict? Listen at these links:
Volodymyr Zelensky: https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=mtqyD_F9z_I [3:14]
Vladimir Putin & Olaf Scholz: https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=nxVJm2uWXCc [3:53]
Joe Biden: https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=71rkcjEUc7U [10:51]
Justin Trudeau: https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=BuKvfz85AfA [2:56]
Boris Johnson: https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=BiqgGEa2yGo [2:12]
Emmanuel Macron: https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=UeTlUHTnu_M [2:22]

What similarities in perspective did you notice? What differences? What do you predict will be the outcome of this event? Explain.

3. What is NATO? How does a country become a NATO member? Find out at these links:
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=snXhtOpSXtI [7:03]
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=9A-QIYO5hZw [2:27]
 Putting It All Together

A. Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question: 
______ 1. Which of the following is TRUE about Ukraine?

a) it is a member of NATO
b) it was a republic in the USSR

c) it is located in western Europe
d) its capital is Moscow
______ 2. Who is the leader of Ukraine?

a) Joe Biden
b) Volodymyr Zelensky

c) Viktor Yanukovych
d) Vladimir Putin

______ 3. NATO believes that Russia has deployed large military forces near Ukraine to:

a) prepare to invade Ukraine
b) conduct military exercises

c) test new military equipment
d) provide military aid to Ukraine
B. Mark the statements T (True) or F (False). If a statement is True, write one important fact to support it on the line below. If a statement is False, write the words that make it true on the line below. 

______ 4. True or False? The Cold War was a military conflict between the USSR and the United States.

______ 5. True or False? Vladimir Putin supports Ukraine’s desire to become a member of NATO.

______ 6. True or False? In 2014 Russia took control of the Ukrainian region of Crimea by force.

C. Fill in the blanks to complete each sentence.




7. The population of Ukraine is _______________________ million. 

8. NATO = North _______________________ Treaty Organization. 

9. Mr. Putin supports pro-Russian rebels in the _______________________ region in eastern Ukraine.

D. Respond to the following question in paragraph form. (Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.)
10. As you see it, what is the importance of international treaty organizations like NATO in situations like the current one in Ukraine? Give reasons to support your response.

Articles and Questions


Each free article of What in the World? includes: ��1) a PDF file 


and 


2) a Word file 


These files contain only the article and questions. They do not contain Answer Keys. 


This Word file allows students to complete assignments using a computer either at school or at home. Teachers can assign all or parts of the file by email attachment or a school website. The Word file also allows teachers to:


• easily modify and format content including changing fonts and text sizes 


• create a PDF document and use Adobe Reader's 'Read Out Loud Mode'


• save paper and copying costs and help protect the environment 


• promote and encourage students’ computer skills





What Else Can You Do With The Word File?


#1) You can easily upload the file to Google Docs and share it with students or other teachers. See how here:


� HYPERLINK "https://support.google.com/drive/answer/2424368?hl=en" �https://support.google.com/drive/answer/2424368?hl=en�


#2) Translate the uploaded document into another language. (see Tools>Translate document). Google Docs will create a new copy of the original file but you will need to edit the document to suit your requirements. Google Docs can translate into over 100 languages including Spanish, Mandarin, German, etc. See how here:


� HYPERLINK "https://support.google.com/docs/answer/187189?hl=en&co=GENIE.Platform=Desktop" �https://support.google.com/docs/answer/187189?hl=en&co=GENIE.Platform=Desktop�
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