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What you’RE missing

With a subscription, you’ll receive eight full issues. 
Each issue includes four articles, a political cartoon, 
a news photo assignment, maps, questions, quizzes, 
and answer keys – everything you need to help 
your students understand current Canadian and 
international events and issues.  
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It was an incident that had all the makings of a scary sci-fi 
thriller. On February 10, Canadian authorities became aware of a 
mysterious cylindrical. . .  

Subscribe to read the full article. www.lesplan.com     

February 24, 2023 marked one year since Russian President 
Vladimir Putin launched an unprovoked invasion of Ukraine. 
Russia’s aggression. . . .

Subscribe to read the full article. info@lesplan.com

An earthquake is one of the most destructive events in the natural 
world. In the 20th century alone, more than three million people 
were killed by these . . . 

Subscribe to read the full article. 1 (888) 240-2246

International 
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Science, Technology, and the Environment 

Earthquakes and Tsunamis 

National 

Mysterious objects in the sky 

“Of the reams of educational resources out there, What in 
the World? is easily one of my favourites.”  
- G. Shuley, Nanaimo, BC

“I love this publication! It is an excellent complement to 
my Social Studies curriculum and the activities enable 
me to cover many provincial outcomes.”  
- S. Giffin, Dartmouth, NS

www.lesplan.com •  1-888-240-2212 •  info@lesplan.com           
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to the Teacher

Get breaking news 
stories free online
Articles and supplementary materials for 
breaking news stories are posted at   
www.lesplan.com. 
Download as many as you’d like!  

More
Free

I have had many parents comment to me 
about how great they think What in the 
World? is, and they look forward to each 

month’s issue coming home... This is a 
great resource for a small country school to 
explore the global issues that affect us all.  

K. Camelon, Grade 7/8 teacher  

Admaston, ON
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BEFORE READING

Please note: This article contains sensitive content. Please refer to the teacher resource page Facilitating 
Discussions on Sensitive Topics before approaching this topic with your class.

Sensitive Content At a Glance Learning Outcomes
This article is about the year-
long conflict that began after 
Russia's unprovoked invasion 
of Ukraine, and the apparent 
stalemate that has developed. 
Please note that the article 
details and the supporting 
resources are difficult and 
touch on the topics of human 
casualties (both military and 
civilian); Ukrainian citizens 
who have been tortured, 
violated, and displaced; and 
the devastating impact this war 
has had on the infrastructure 
and the economy of Ukraine. 
The article also discusses the 
ongoing international military 
and financial support for 
Ukraine, and the continuing 
sanctions levied against Russia. 
There are details of a possible 
dangerous new phase in 
Russia’s aggression. It is normal 
for some students to feel a range 
of emotions when confronted 
with these topics. Encourage 
students to express any concerns 
they have about the material and 
discuss accommodations with 
them as needed.

• The Russia-Ukraine war has 
been ongoing since February 24, 
2022.

• Russia continues to ignore 
international rules of conflict, 
attacking civilian sites and 
targeting civilians of all ages.

• Russia’s actions have been 
labelled war crimes by the UN.

• According to the United Nations, 
by the end of 2022:

- 7155 ordinary Ukrainians had 
died in the conflict and another 
11,662 had been injured;

- 40% of Ukraine’s housing had 
been damaged;

- about half of Ukraine’s energy 
infrastructure had been destroyed 
or compromised;

- 16 million Ukrainians have had 
to leave their homes;

- Ukraine’s economy had shrunk 
by 35%.

• Ukraine is determined to 
defend itself against Russia. 
The international community 
continues to provide aid to 
Ukraine, including tanks. They 
also continue to levy economic 
sanctions against Russia. 

After reading this article, 
students will...

• understand the most recent 
developments in the Russia-
Ukraine war;

• explain the devastating 
losses, both physical and 
human, suffered by Ukraine;

• understand the importance 
of international aid and 
support for Ukraine during 
this unprovoked conflict;

• consider the importance 
of democracy, international 
cooperation, and national 
sovereignty.

International 

Russia Versus Ukraine 
– One year and Counting
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BEFORE READING

1. Share the title of the article with the class: Russia Versus Ukraine: One Year and Counting.

2. Provide small groups of students with a sheet of legal paper and have them draw a 2 x 3 chart, 
dividing the sheet into 6 sections that students will label with the following question words:  
Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?

3. Provide a minute or two for groups to add key details related to the topic to each section of their page.

4. Post 6 chart papers around the room, each with one of these question words. 

5. Have student groups rotate through each chart paper, recording their group's ideas. If another group 
has already noted one of their ideas, have them add a check mark to that idea to show similarities.

6. Once each group arrives at the last chart paper, have them summarize the key ideas noted and share 
with the class.

For example: 

 
Who?

Vladimir Putin

Volodymyr Zelenskyy

Russian soldiers

Ukrainian soldiers

Ukrainian citizens

NATO countries supporting 
Ukraine

What?

Unprovoked Russian attack on 
Ukraine

Destruction of many cities, 
civilian sites

Many Ukrainians killed, 
displaced from their homes

When?

Began February 24, 2022

Ongoing

Where?

Ukraine

Donbas region

Kyiv

Why?

To take control of Ukraine 
which was once part of the USSR

How?

Ground troops

Missiles

Tanks

7. Finally, invite students to set a purpose for reading the article, referring to the resource page Setting 
A Purpose Before Reading as needed.

International 

Russia Versus Ukraine 
– One year and Counting



Level 1 • No. 6          What in the world? • Sample                 Page 6

International 

Russia Versus Ukraine 
– One year and Counting

February 24, 2023 marked one 
year since Russian President 
Vladimir Putin's army 
invaded Ukraine. 

The unprovoked attack has 
caused great pain over the past 
12 months. The conflict has 
damaged families, economies, 
and the world order. And 
it's still unclear when – or 
how – the war will end. 

The war rages on
Mr. Putin had hoped to 
swiftly capture the Ukrainian 
capital, Kyiv, and to topple 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy's government. After 
all, Russia's massive army far 
outnumbered Ukraine’s military. 
Russia also had a greater arsenal 
of more powerful weapons. 

But that's not what happened. 
Russian troops were surprisingly 
incompetent. By contrast, 
Ukrainians fought hard and 
well. So Russia quickly had 
to abandon plans to take the 
capital. Instead, it shifted its 
offensive to the south and east. 
There, its forces captured the city 
of Mariupol. It was all part of an 
effort to create a corridor along 
the Black Sea coast. The goal was 
to link the Crimean peninsula 
and the Donbas region. Those 
are areas Moscow invaded and 
annexed in 2014. 

However, in late summer, 
Ukrainian forces struck back. 
They forced Russian troops from 
parts of the south and east of the 
country. Next, they liberated the 
key city of Kherson. 

Since then, neither side has made 
big advances. Russia has kept 
up pressure by using missiles 
and drones to target Ukraine's 
cities and infrastructure. It has 
also engaged in a months-long 
campaign to capture the eastern 
city of Bakhmut. However, it 
is no closer than Ukraine to 
declaring military victory.

The human toll
By late 2022, at least 100,000 
Ukrainian military personnel 
and 200,000 Russian troops 
had been killed or wounded 
in the war. Civilian casualties 
have been high, too. The United 
Nations (UN) says that by 
the end of 2022, at least 7155 
Ukrainians had died. Another 
11,662 had been wounded. 

Definitions
Annex: to take control of a country or region by force
Arsenal: a large collection of weapons and military equipment
civilian: non-military citizen
casualty: someone who is injured or killed in an accident or 
military action
Crimean Peninsula: a peninsula of southern Ukraine 
between the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov
Donbas Region: a historical, cultural, and economic region in 
eastern Ukraine
offensive: the action of attacking an enemy

United Nations (UN): organization of 193 independent states, 
formed in 1945 to promote international peace and security
unprovoked: an action not caused by anything another party 
has said or done
world order: a system controlling events in the world, 
especially a set of arrangements established internationally for 
preserving global political stability
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International 

Russia Versus Ukraine 
– One year and Counting

Many of these civilians were 
not just caught in the crossfire. 
The UN says that Russia has 
committed war crimes. How? By 
deliberately striking apartment 
buildings, schools, hospitals, 
factories, and shelters. The 
attacks injured women, children, 
and the elderly. 

Widespread damage
Before the war, Ukraine had 
a population of 44 million. 
Roughly 16 million Ukrainians 
have had to leave their homes 
since the conflict began. Some 
have relocated within the 
country. Others have fled to 
nearby nations, elsewhere in 
Europe, or North America. 

For those who have stayed, 
the situation is desperate. Up 
to 40 percent of the nation’s 
housing has been damaged. As 
well, about half of Ukraine’s 
energy infrastructure has been 
destroyed or damaged. That has 
left many civilians with limited 
power, water, and heat in bitter 
winter temperatures.

Making matters worse, 
Ukraine’s economy has also 
been hit hard. It shrank by 35 
percent in 2022. That means 
many incomes are dropping 
below the poverty line. Up to 18 
million Ukrainians will likely 

need humanitarian aid in the 
near future.

No backing down
No question, the human toll is 
terrible. The war is the largest 
military conflict in Europe 
since World War II. Yet neither 

dissolve: the process of officially ending the existence of a 
group or organization
ethnic: relating to a group of people with the same culture and 
traditions
NATO: North Atlantic Treaty Organization – a political and 
military alliance designed to defend democracy, created after 
World War II, that 30 countries currently belong to
Nazis: people who adhere to the ideology and practice of 
Nazism, a body of political and economic beliefs put into effect 
in Germany from 1933 to 1945 by Adolf Hitler
poverty line: the official level of income that is necessary to 
be able to pay for the basic things you need to live

Soviet Republic: a republic within the USSR
USSR: Union of Soviet Socialist republics, a former federal 
union of 15 nations in eastern Europe and western and northern 
Asia, comprising the larger part of the former Russian Empire: 
formed in 1921 and dissolved in December 1991.
war crime: a cruel act that is committed during a war and is 
against the international rules of war
Warsaw pact: a treaty of mutual defense and military aid 
created in 1955 by communist states of Europe under Soviet 
influence. The alliance ended in 1991.

Definitions

Why Did Russia Invade Ukraine?
President Putin said he ordered the invasion – what he called 'a special 
military operation' – to secure Russia's borders. He argued that after 
the USSR dissolved in 1991, the West promised not to expand NATO. 
Yet the organization has allowed six former Warsaw Pact members and 
three former Soviet republics to join since that pledge was made, and 
Ukraine wants to join, too. 

Mr. Putin also said that he needed to stand up for pro-Russian 
Ukrainians and Ukrainians of Russian ethnic origin. He claimed they 
were being persecuted and even killed by the Ukrainian government, 
which he said was being run by Nazis. 

The Russian President's critics and opponents say that these accusations 
are baseless. For one thing, the West never made a firm promise not to 
expand NATO. For another, no NATO country had shown any sign of 
wanting to attack Russia. Furthermore, NATO had indicated it had no 
plans to admit Ukraine anytime soon.

While it’s true that tens of thousands of Ukrainians, many from the 
eastern and southern parts of Ukraine, support closer ties to Russia, 
there is no evidence that they were being harshly treated by the 
Ukrainian government. And the accusations of Nazis running the 
Ukrainian government? They were completely false.
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International 

Russia Versus Ukraine 
– One year and Counting

Mr. Putin nor Mr. Zelenskyy 
shows any signs of giving up.

So what may happen next? On 
February 14, NATO Secretary-
General Jens Stoltenberg said 
that Russia appeared to be 
preparing for a spring offensive. 
The move could usher in a 
dangerous new phase in the war. 

Analysts say that Russia has 
adjusted its strategy and learned 
from its defeats over the last 12 
months. As well, the military 
conducted a major mobilization 
in the fall. Some 300,000 troops 
have now joined the Russian 
side. Tens of thousands of 
well-trained mercenaries are 
also believed to be fighting for 
Russia in Ukraine. 

True, Russia suffered heavy 
losses of military equipment and 
ammunition earlier in the war. 
However, domestic production 
of these materials has increased. 
As well, Russia's allies have 
stepped up to help. North Korea 
has been supplying rockets 
and artillery. Iran has been 
contributing drones. Chinese 
companies have been supplying 
non-lethal aid.

Ukraine asks for help
Meanwhile, President Zelenskyy 
has been pleading with the West 
for more support. 

Since the war began, the U.S., 
Canada, and Europe have been 
providing military intelligence, 
weapons, and financial aid 
to Ukraine. They have also 
levied crippling sanctions 
against Russia to try to damage 
Russia’s economy. 

This assistance has made a 
big difference. However, the 
Ukrainian army has used up 
much of its artillery shells, 
anti-tank weapons, and 
surface-to-air missiles. More 
supplies are urgently needed. 
Mr. Zelenskyy says his army 
also needs at least 300 advanced 
tanks, and fighter jets, too. 
And he wants them as quickly 
as possible. 

Western support
In mid-February, NATO 
members pledged to supply more 
ammunition. As well, the U.S., 
UK, Canada, Germany, and 
other nations will send about 
80 tanks. But it will take time 
before they reach the battlefield. 

Then, on February 20, U.S. 
President Joe Biden made a 

surprise visit to Kyiv. There, he 
meet with President Zelenskyy. 
He wanted to show the world that 
the U.S. is prepared to support 
Ukraine as long as necessary. 

"One year later, Kyiv stands. And 
Ukraine stands. Democracy 
stands. The Americans stand 
with you, and the world stands 
with you," he stated. 

He also promised an additional 
$2.175 billion in aid. That's on top 
of the more than $50 billion the 
U.S. has already provided.

An urgent situation
Why is the West backing 
Ukraine so strongly? Because 
the outcome has global 
consequences. The war has 
fuelled a worldwide rise in 
inflation and energy prices. But 
there's an even more important 
reason. Since the end of World 
War II, global powers have 
lived by rules meant to avoid 
a third world war. A Russian 
victory could threaten that world 
order – and world peace. 

"We've managed to avoid conflict 
directly between great powers," 
U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said. "This system, for 
all its imperfections, works. But 
now, it's being challenged."  J 

mercenary: a soldier who fights for any country or group that 
offers payment
mobilization: the act of getting ready for war
Sanctions: an official order that limits trade, contact, etc. with 
a country to make it do something

Secretary-General: an official in charge of a large 
organization
secretary of state: the person who represents the U.S. to 
foreign countries

Definitions
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International 

Russia Versus Ukraine 
– One year and Counting

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1. When did Russia invade Ukraine? What was the initial plan for this 'special military operation'?  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

2. What reason did President Putin give for this attack regarding NATO? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

3. What reason did President Putin give for this attack regarding protecting pro-Russian Ukrainians?

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

4. Describe how this invasion progressed during the first few weeks.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

5. Where did Russia shift its attention to in April?  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

6. How did many western countries respond to Russia’s ‘special military operation’? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

7. What did Ukrainian military forces accomplish in late summer?   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

8. Describe what has happened militarily since this large counterattack. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

9. Describe the human toll of this conflict. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

10. What do many reports suggest will happen in the coming weeks?  
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International 

Russia Versus Ukraine 
– One year and Counting

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER THOUGHT

1. As you see it, why are NATO's current members willing to pledge billions of dollars of their own 
country's resources to Ukraine who is not yet a member of NATO? Give reasons to support your 
response.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

_                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

2. Respond to one of the quotes below. What is your understanding of this quote? For what reasons do 
you agree with the speaker? For what reasons do you disagree? What emotions does this quote evoke 
and what thoughts does it provoke? As you see it, what is the significance of this quote?

"I want the war to be finished as soon as possible, but I know it's just impossible… and the worst thing 
is that everybody is getting used to it, and the world as well."  – Halyna Dmytryshyn, a Ukrainian 
refugee living in Ottawa

"Freedom is priceless. It's worth fighting for for as long as it takes." – U.S. President Joe Biden on the 
one-year anniversary of Ukraine's invasion

Mr. Putin has "complete control over the media. He can turn anything he wants into a victory." – Jack 
Watline, a senior researcher for land warfare at the Royal United Services Institute, a London think tank 

"Russia is now a global pariah and the world remains inspired by Ukrainian bravery and resilience. 
In short, Russia has lost: they've lost strategically, operationally, and tactically." – top U.S. General 
Mark Milley

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

_                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
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International 

Russia Versus Ukraine 
– One year and Counting

QUESTIONS FOR ONLINE EXPLORATION

Note: The links below are listed at www.lesplan.com/links for easy access. 

1. Listen to the following podcast that looks back and ahead at the conflict in Ukraine: 
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/frontburner/a-look-back-and-ahead-at-the-war-in-ukraine-1.6701916 [27:35] 
(podcast) 

What did you learn? What questions do you still have?

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

2. Learn more about the most recent developments in this conflict: 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/russia-ukraine-war-1.6746242 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/ukraine-war-russia-bakhmut-1.6670438 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/ukraine-russia-bakhmut-military-aid-1.6736374 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/russia-ukraine-war-bakhmut-1.6708783 
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/2130974275851 [2:05]

What is the importance of the city of Bakhmut in this conflict?

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

3. What could the promise of western tanks mean for Ukraine's fight against Russia?: 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/leopard-2-explainer-1.6724730 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/ukraine-invasion-day-336-1.6725190  
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/frontburner/will-tanks-end-or-escalate-the-war-in-ukraine-
transcript-1.6731664 [26:47] (podcast)
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International 

Russia Versus Ukraine 
– One year and Counting

YOUR TASK: 

Examine the editorial cartoon, then answer the following questions on a separate piece of paper:

1. What do you already know about the impact of the Russian-Ukraine war on Ukraine?  

2. Describe what you see and read in the cartoon.

3. As you see it, what might the cartoonist be saying the impact the war is having on Ukraine? Explain. 

4. For what reasons do you agree with the cartoonist? For what reasons do you disagree? Explain. J

KYIV UNBROKEN
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International 

Russia Versus Ukraine 
– One year and Counting

Photographs are useful sources of information. Learning to “read the clues” in photographs can help 
us learn about historical or contemporary events, time periods or people. The “5W” questions (Who, 
What, Where, When and Why) is a technique used by reporters when investigating an event – and may 
be helpful in interpreting a photograph. Each of the 5W questions can help us focus on clues (hints or 
pieces of information that help us find out something) or evidence in the picture. We can then use these 
clues to help us draw conclusions (answers or ideas that we think of because of a clue) about what is 
happening in a photograph.

Consider the picture below:    

(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Joe_Biden_visit_to_Kyiv_05.jpg)
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International 

Russia Versus Ukraine 
– One year and Counting

1. Use the chart below to help you interpret what is happening in the photograph. Record as much 
evidence as you can for each question.    

Clues  
(what you see in the picture)

Conclusions  
(what you think about what you see)

Who is in the 
photograph?

What are the 
people doing?

Where is the 
action taking 
place?

When did the 
action in the 
photograph 
take place?

Why is 
the action 
happening?

2. Write a caption: Develop a complete and believable explanation (or caption) for the photograph. A 
good explanation answers all of the 5W questions, is supported with evidence, and leaves no doubts about 
the conclusions.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                    J

Prepared with assistance from TC2, The Critical Thinking Consortium. © 2023
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Ukraine war – one year on
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has become a grinding war of attrition
that has killed thousands of people and displaced millions, ravaged

cities and destroyed vital infrastructure across the country

Feb 24, 2022: Russia
invades Ukraine in what
President Vladimir Putin calls
“special military operation”

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky
declares martial law and
general mobilisation

Russia surrounds Kyiv
but pulls back within weeks
as troops are stalled by
ferocious resistance

Ukraine recaptures much
of Kharkiv region in swift
counteroffensive

Ukraine counteroffensive
to retake Kherson begins,
deploying Western-supplied
weapons including HIMARS
rocket systems

Putin mobilises 300,000
conscripts, sparking protests
across Russia

Putin formally annexes
Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson
and Zaporizhya regions

Lysychansk, last
Ukrainian-held city in
Luhansk, falls to Russians

Russia and Ukraine sign
UN-brokered deal allowing
export of Ukrainian grain
through Black Sea

Russia unleashes barrage
of missiles on cities across
Ukraine in bid to cripple
vital infrastructure

Moscow orders troops to
withdraw from Kherson city
and west bank of Dnipro
River, in morale-boosting
victory for Ukraine

Blast damages bridge
linking Crimea with Russia in
blow to Moscow’s war effort

Russian forces take city
of Kherson and shell
Zaporizhya Nuclear Power
Plant, raising fears of
nuclear disaster

Moscow scales back
ambitions in north to focus
on “liberating” key separatist
regions of Donetsk and
Luhansk

Evidence of atrocities
emerges in wake of Russian
retreat from town of Bucha

Three drone strikes on
air bases show Ukraine is
able to attack hundreds of
kilometres inside Russia

Zelensky visits U.S. in
first foreign trip since start
of conflict – President
Joe Biden announces U.S.
will send Patriot air defence
system to Ukraine

Ukrainian forces strike
Donetsk building housing
Russian troops. Moscow
admits deaths of 89 soldiers,
Kyiv claims hundreds killed 

Russia captures salt mine
town of Soledar amid long
and bloody campaign to
take city of Bakhmut

After weeks of diplomatic
deadlock, U.S., Germany and
other NATO members agree
to send heavy tanks

As one-year anniversary
nears, signs indicate major
new Russian offensive is
already underway

Russian missile strike
on Kramatorsk train station
kills more than 50 civilians

Ukraine sinks Moskva,
flagship of Russian Black
Sea fleet

Last Ukrainian fighters
surrender in Mariupol
as siege of Azovstal
steelworks ends. Weeks
of Russian bombardment
of city kills thousands
of civilians

Russian forces take
control of industrial city
of Severodonetsk after
prolonged battle

Ukrainian forces raise
flag over Snake Island,
easing threat to key
port of Odesa

FEBRUARY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

JULY

NOVEMBER

OCTOBER

MARCH

APRIL

DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MAY

JUNE

Russian control
Areas regained

by Ukraine
Russian control

before Feb 24, 2022

REFUGEES
More than 8 million have
fled Ukraine. Over 5 million
displaced internally

WAR CRIMES
Around 65,000 suspected
war crimes reported
to date

ECONOMIC IMPACT
World Bank expected
Ukraine’s economy to
contract by 35% in 2022

Rebuilding costs
estimated at $349 billion

LUHANSK

DONETSK

ZAPORIZHYA
KHERSON

CRIMEA
Annexed 2014

U K R A I N EU K R A I N E

R U S S I A

POLAND

HUNGARY

SLOVAKIA

ROMANIA

MOLDOVA

B E L A R U S

BLACK SEA

Dnipro River

Kharkiv

Belgorod

Mykolaiv

Kryvyi Rih

Izyum

Zaporizhya Dnipro

Severodonetsk

Donetsk

Luhansk

Odesa
Kherson

Sevastopol

Melitopol

Kramatorsk

Bakhmut
Soledar

Ivano-
Frankivsk

Lviv

Lutsk

Chernihiv
Sumy

Bucha

Mariupol

Kerch Strait
Bridge

Snake
Island

Zaporizhya NPP

Kyiv

60 miles
100km

MILITARY LOSSES, ESTIMATES (Killed or wounded)

Ukraine: 100,000+
(U.S. and other
Western sources)

(U.S., UK, Norwegian
Defence Ministry)

Russia: 180,000+

CONFIRMED CIVILIAN
CASUALTIES (UN figures)
Actual numbers thought
to be far higher
Ukraine government says
at least 20,000, including
400 children, killed
Western sources estimate
30,000-40,000 deaths

Killed
7,199

Injured
11,756

18,955
Total

WESTERN MILITARY AID (€ billion, Jan 24-Nov 20, 2022)*

 †Humanitarian,
financial and military
commitments

U.S.
UK

Germany
Poland

Canada
Norway
Sweden

Denmark
Czech Rep.

France

22.9
4.1

2.3
1.8

1.4
0.6

0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5

U.S.
47.8

Others
13.5

EU
51.8

$113bn
Total

support†

*Excludes recent announcements to send heavy tanks

International 

Russia Versus Ukraine 
– One year and Counting
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INFOGRAPHIC

Sources: BBC, Army Recognition, U.S. Army © GRAPHIC NEWS

U.S., Germany ready to send tanks to Ukraine
Germany has agreed to send Leopard 2 tanks to Ukraine, and the U.S.

is finalising plans to send M1 Abrams tanks, in what Kyiv hopes
will be a game-changer on the battlefield

Secondary armament
Two 7.62mm machine guns,
one 12.7mm machine gun

Manufacturer: General Dynamics
Main armament: 120mm M256 smoothbore gun

Weight
67.6 tonnes
Road speed
68km/h

Entered service: 1986
Crew: Four

Engine: 1,500hp Honeywell
AGT1500 gas turbine

Protection: Composite armour
reinforced by depleted uranium mesh

M1A1 ABRAMS

Entered service: 1985
Crew: Four

Engine: 12-cylinder, 1,500hp
MTU MB 873 diesel

Protection: Spaced multi-layer armour,
optional anti-mine and anti-IED protection

LEOPARD 2A4 Manufacturer: Krauss-Maffei Wegmann 
Main armament: 120mm L44 smoothbore gun

Secondary armament
Two 7.62mm machine guns

Weight
62 tonnes
Road speed
72km/h

International 

Russia Versus Ukraine 
– One year and Counting
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International 

Russia Versus Ukraine 
– One year and Counting

ANALYZING AN INFOGRAPHIC

What questions do you still have about the topic presented?

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Who is the intended 
audience?

How does the 
information presented 

enhance your 
understanding?

What information is 
significant or  
important?

What information is new  
or interesting?

What is the purpose of 
this infographic?

What features are used to clarify  
the message?
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map assignment 

Ukraine
Complete this map assignment to better understand the article Russia Versus Ukraine.

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Obtain the required resources and read all the instructions before starting.

2. Colour your map after all labelling is completed. 

3. Print in pencil only first, then go over the printing in black ink.

4. Work carefully and neatly.

Resources Required: pencil, black pen, pencil crayons, ruler, eraser and an atlas.  

Part A  Locate and label Ukraine and Russia in CAPITAL letters. Shade Ukraine yellow and shade 
Russia red.

Part B  Locate and label the capital of Ukraine and underline this city name. 

Part C  Locate and label the disputed pro-Russian region of Trans-Dniester1  and shade it dark purple.

Part D  Locate and label Russian-controlled Crimea2 and shade it dark purple. 

Part E  Locate and label the territory in east Ukraine3 controlled by pro-Russian forces before Russia's 
'Special Military Operation' began and shade it dark purple. 

Part F  Locate and label the territory in east Ukraine captured by Russia's army and shade it pink.

Part G  Locate and label the following countries in CAPITAL letters and shade each as indicated:

Belarus (green)    Poland (orange)   Slovakia (red)  
Hungary (brown)   Romania (green)    Moldova (orange)  
Bulgaria (orange)    Serbia (light purple)   Kosovo (yellow)  
North Macedonia (red)  Turkey (brown)   Georgia (light purple) 

Part H  Draw and label the following rivers and shade each one light blue:

Dnieper    Dniester    Danube

Part I  Locate and label the following Ukrainian cities:

Kharkiv      Donetsk     Odesa  
Dnipro     Lviv     Mariupol

Part J  Locate and label the following and shade all salt water dark blue:

Black Sea    Sea of Azov

Part K  Shade all remaining territory grey. 

Part L  Complete your map with a frame, title and compass. J  

Russia

Ukraine

1. The pro-Moscow separatist region of Trans-Dniester broke away from Moldova in 1992.  
2. Russia annexed the Crimean Peninsula by force in 2014.  
3. Moscow-backed separatists have controlled the regions of Donetsk and Luhansk in east Ukraine since 2014. 
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International 

Russia Versus Ukraine 
– One year and Counting

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

A. Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question: 

______  1. Russia is worried about the number of countries that have joined: 
 a) the EU b) NATO 
 c) the USSR d) the UN

______  2. The eastern part of Ukraine is called the _________________________ region. 
 a) Mariupol b) Donbas 
 c) Donetsk d) Crimea

______  3. Who visited the Ukrainian president on February 20 in Kyiv? 
 a) Vladimir Putin b) Justin Bieber 
 c) Pope Francis d) Joe Biden

B. Mark the statements T (True) or F (False). If a statement is True, write one important fact to 
support it on the line below. If a statement is False, write the words that make it true on the line below. 

______  4. True or False? Russia expected a quick victory when it invaded Ukraine last February. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

______  5. True or False? Some 16 million Ukrainians have fled their homes because of the war. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

______  6. True or False? The Red Cross has supported Ukraine with ammunition, weapons, and tanks.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

C. Fill in the blanks to complete each sentence.   

7. Many nations have imposed economic _______________________ against Russia.

8. NATO = North _______________________ Treaty Organization.

9. A mercenary is a _______________________ who fights only for money.

D. Respond to the following question in paragraph form. (Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.)

10. For what reasons is the West, including Canada, supporting Ukraine in its efforts to repel the 
Russian invasion? Explain. 
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Resource page for Students 

Setting a purpose before readinG
There are a number of reasons we read, and setting a purpose for reading – knowing WHY we are 
reading – helps us to focus on important information and to better understand and remember what we 
read. It also helps us decide HOW we will read the text. 

We don't read all texts for the same purposes or in the same way. For example, we read an instruction 
manual for a new Blu-ray player for a different reason than we read a book or a website. How we will 
read it – the strategies we use – will also differ. We are more likely to skim to find the information 
we need in a manual. Once we find what we need, we might read the instructions carefully to figure 
out what to do. Then, we stop reading, put the manual down, and carry out the steps. We may have to 
reread if we get confused or forget what to do. 

This is a very different approach than the one we would use to read a book. When we read a book, 
we usually read cover-to-cover. We read carefully so we don't miss any details because we want to 
understand the whole story. Sometimes we make connections or create images in our minds as we read 
to help us better understand what we are reading. Depending on its length, we may put the book down 
before we finish reading it but we will start reading where we left off. 

Good readers are flexible and responsive. This means that they match their reading strategies to their 
purpose for reading. What types of text do you read? Why do you read them? What strategies do you 
use to read each of these texts? The chart below is a summary of the main purposes for reading and 
what each entails. 

Purpose for reading What it looks like
For enjoyment Usually student-selected.

Allows students to choose a variety of genres and forms. 

Allows students to pursue what interests them while 
developing reading skills.

To experience something new Students make connections between their personal 
experiences and those of people around the world.

To learn more about themselves and others Students reflect on what they’ve read and express opinions 
and perspectives.

Students develop a sense of their personal values and make 
sense of the world around them.

To gain information Students use the features of informational texts to gather, 
analyse and apply what they’ve learned.

To understand issues Students develop a sense of perspective. 

Students pose questions, acknowledge other points of view, 
critique the opinions presented and support opinions with 
evidence.

To appreciate writing Students respond to text in ways other than written 
answers to apply what they’ve learned in new contexts.

To appreciate use of media to communicate Students respond to a variety of media formats (e.g., 
infographics, political cartoons, videos, etc.) and react to 
how the format supports the meaning of the message.

* Chart adapted from:  A Guide to Effective Literacy Instruction, Grades 4-6, p. 11.



Students want to know what’s happening in their world –  
but the news can be difficult and time-consuming to teach. 

We have the solution. (Five, actually.)

Contact us for a sample copy or free demo. 
LesPlan Educational Services Ltd. 

visit: www.lesplan.com             email: info@lesplan.com             call toll free: 888 240-2212 

Current Events, Clearly Explained

1-888-240-2212  www.lesplan.com

The Canadian Reader 
PDF/Word resource

 9 Clearly written, leveled Canadian 
current events articles

 9 Literacy-based lesson plans
 9 Engaging, original illustrations
 9 Comics
 9 Map assignments

Product details: 8 issues. 36 pages. Available in 
English and in French for grades 3 and up.

What in the World?
 9 PDF/Word resource
 9 National and international 
news stories

 9 Key vocabulary
 9 Background information
 9 Varied assignments 
that build content-area 
knowledge and enhance critical thinking

 9 Maps and illustrations

Product details: 8 issues. 60 pages. Available in English and 
in French, and in two reading levels, for grades 5 and up.

Building Bridges
 9 PDF/Word resource
 9 Builds understanding of current 
events that impact Indigenous 
Peoples and all Canadians

 9 Two theme-based articles 
and lesson plans 

 9 Background information
 9 Consistent with 
First Peoples Principles of Learning

 9 Encourages a respectful, reflective, empathetic, 
and inquiring frame of mind

Product details: 5 issues. Variable page length. Available  
in English and in French, and in two reading levels, for  
grades 5 and up.

Currents4Kids.com  
News4Youth.com

 9 Online interactive resource
 9 Weekly news stories
 9 Auto-graded quizzes
 9 Comment page for  
students to respond to the stories 

 9 Links to relevant articles, resources, 
maps, photos and videos

 9 Extension activities   

Product details: 40 issues. One subscription allows all 
teachers and students access from any Internet-connected 
device at any time. Available in English and in French.  
Currents4Kids/Infos-Jeunes: Grades 3 and up. 
News4Youth/Infos-Ados: Grades 7 and up.
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LesPlan Educational Services Ltd. 
Visit: www.lesplan.com             email: info@lesplan.com             call toll free: 888 240-2212 

Students Can Work In Word/Google Docs...

Did you know…
. . . that each issue of What In The World? includes a PDF file (complete document) and a 
Word file (articles and questions only).

Students can complete assignments directly in the Word file. Teachers can email the file to 
students or post it on the Internet. The Word file also allows teachers to:

•   easily modify and format content including changing fonts and text sizes
•   create a PDF document and use Adobe Reader’s ‘Read Out Loud Mode’

•   save paper and copying costs and help protect the environment 

•   promote and encourage students’ computer skills

Password Security
There are three ways to access data from a Word file that is 
password protected:

1)  Select the data you wish to Copy and then Paste it into any 
word processing program. Use Select All to copy the entire 
document. 

2)  Import the entire Word file into LibreOffice (or another 
similar program) and then save as a new file

3)  To remove the password from a protected Word file, use 
Save As to make a new copy of the file. You can then 
change the Security settings and remove the password.

Google Docs and LibreOffice
•  You can easily upload the Word file to Google Docs and 

share it with students or other teachers. 

•  You can translate Google Docs into another language 
(see Tools>Translate document) but you will need to edit 
the document to suit your requirements. Google Docs 
can translate into over 100 languages including Spanish, 
Mandarin, and German.

•  LibreOffice is a free alternate to Microsoft Office and 
offers the same functionality. It’s easy to install and use. 
See: www.libreoffice.org



Help your students understand today’s top stories with What in the 
World? – LesPlan’s highly-acclaimed monthly current events resource. 

Engaging, levelled articles, background information 
and original illustrations make the news interesting 
and easy to grasp. Accompanying questions and 
assignments provide multiple ways to examine the 
topics and enhance literacy and critical thinking.

When I have kids in grade 4/5 wanting 
to know when the next issue is coming, 

even in December and June, that’s when 
I know I have an excellent resource.

A. Eisler, Burnaby, BC

It is a relief to have a resource that fits with 
the curriculum and is teacher-friendly (ready 

to hand out). �e added bonus of having 
the answers to the questions and discussion 

notes makes my life just a little bit easier.

B. �ibodeau, Saskatoon, SK

I have been using your product for seven 
years. �ere isn’t a month that goes by that 
I don’t get into challenging discussions with 

my students with the leads you provide 
and go in directions I could never imagine. 

�ank you for this terrific teaching aid!

D. Faerber, Pembroke, ON

Big News
    Clearly Explained
                                            Suitable for Grades 5 and up

See next for page samples and ordering details!

A monthly current events resource for Canadian classrooms

Routing Slip:  (please circulate)

2022/2023: Issue 5

Nuclear

Eight Billion

Healthcare 
 Level 1 (Grades 5 and up)

in Crisis 

COP15
Countingand

Fusion!

A

System

Subscribe 
now for the 
2023 - 2024 
school year, 
and get the 

March, April 
and May issues 

FREE! 
(a $86.25 value)

Special offer 
for new 

subscriptions



How to Order
Online: www.lesplan.com 

Fax (toll-free): 1 888 240-2246 
Phone (toll-free): 1 888 240-2212

Mail 
LesPlan Educational Services Ltd.  

#1 - 4144 Wilkinson Road 
Victoria BC V8Z 5A7

Publication English French Grade Level Price Amount

8 issues  
(Sept. – May)

The 
Canadian Reader ☐ ☐ Grades 3 and up $230

What in the World? 
Level 1

☐ ☐ Grades 5 and up $230

What in the World? 
Level 2

☐ ☐ Grades 8 and up $230

Online Weekly  
(Sept. – June  40 issues)

Currents4Kids ☐ ☐ Grades 3 and up $230

News4Youth ☐ ☐ Grades 7 and up $230

Subtotal

ON add 13% HST    
NB, NL, NS & PEI add 15% HST HST  

All others add 5% GST GST

Total

Visit www.lesplan.com to download 

FREE SAMPLES of all our publications!
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International

France’s Notre-DAme de Paris 
– City’s Heart Wounded by Flames

On April 15, Notre-Dame de 
Paris caught � re. 

� is medieval cathedral is 
known throughout the world. It 
was immortalized in the Victor 
Hugo novel � e Hunchback of 
Notre-Dame. 

Horrifying scene
An alarm rang at the cathedral 
at 6:20 pm, but no � re was 
found. It sounded again 
at 6:43 pm. � is time, � re 
was discovered on the roof. 
Worshippers attending the 
evening mass were quickly 
evacuated, and 400 � re� ghters 
raced in to battle the blaze.

Despite their e� orts, however, 
the � ames quickly burst through 

the roof. � ey engulfed the 
spire, which collapsed. Shortly 
a� er, the roof fell in, too.  

A close call
Parisians and tourists watched 
in shock as the famous landmark 
burned. It took 12 hours to put 
out the blaze.  

� e damage was severe. Two-
thirds of the 100-metre-long 
wooden roof was destroyed. But 
the façade, the two 69-metre bell 
towers, and the main structure 
remained. � e cathedral’s 
precious stained-glass rose 
windows, though damaged, were 
not destroyed.  

Notre-Dame’s organ, one of the 
world’s biggest and most famous, 

also remained intact a� er the 
� re. � e impressive instrument 
dates to the 1730s and boasts an 
estimated 8000 pipes. 

Emergency workers also 
managed to rescue many 
valuable works of art and 
religious items from the � re. 
Among them? � e crown 
of thorns, said to have been 
worn by Jesus before his 
cruci� xion, and a tunic worn by 

engulf: to surround something in a way that destroys it
esplanade: a long stretch of open level ground (paved or 
grassy) for walking along a waterfront
immortalize: to make famous forever
intact: not harmed in any way by something that has 
happened

rose window: large circular window, usually glazed with 
stained glass, having stone tracery radiating from the center, 
o� en with intricate petal-like patterns
spire: a tall tower at the top of a building (usually a church or 
temple) and that tapers to a point at the top
tunic: a long, loose piece of clothing with a belt and no 
sleeves, worn by people in ancient times

Definitions

Did you know?
� e island that houses Notre-
Dame is the true heart of Paris. 
All distances in France are 
measured from the esplanade in 
front of the cathedral. 
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Infographic

France’s Notre-DAme de Paris 
– City’s Heart Wounded by Flames

© GRAPHIC NEWS

Notre-Dame fire: Assessing the damage
Hundreds of millions of euros have been pledged to help rebuild Notre-Dame

after fire ravaged the 850-year-old building, destroying the medieval roof
timbers, the spire, and parts of the stone vaulting below

48m

128m

Spire 18:50 local time:
Fire begins in
roof near spire

19:53: Spire collapses
as fire races along
transept and nave

North
Transept 20:07: Entire

roof collapses

Bell
towers

Nave

South
Transept

Choir

Bell towers: 68m high.
Largest bell – Emmanuel –
installed 1685.
Both towers intact

Gargoyles: Mythical
stone creatures – much
loved part of cathedral

Spire: Restored
in 1860s after
12th century
original
dismantled
in French
Revolution.
Destroyed

Bronze
statues:

Twelve Apostles
and four evangelists

removed days before
fire for renovation

Grand Organ: 8000-pipe
instrument, renovated 2013.
Reported saved

Stained glass: 13th century
rose windows. One survived,
fate of two others uncertain

Relics: Crown of Thorns believed
worn by Jesus at crucifixion, and

Tunic of Saint Louis, 13th century
king of France. Both saved

Source: www.notredamedeparis.fr Pictures: Associated Press
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International

France’s Notre-DAme de Paris 
– City’s Heart Wounded by Flames

QUIZ

A. Write the letter that corresponds to the best answer on the line beside each question: 

______  1. How long did it take to build the Notre-Dame cathedral?
  a) 25 years     b) 50 years
  c) 100 years     d) 200 years

______  2. A stone statue of an ugly creature o� en found on old churches is called a: 
  a) serpent     b) gargoyle
  c) spire     d) � ying buttress

______  3. How many tourists visited Notre-Dame in 2018?
  a) 800,000     b) 2 million
  c) 9 million     d) 13 million

B. Mark the statements T (True) or F (False). If a statement is True, write one important fact to 
support it on the line below. If a statement is False, write the words that make it true on the line below. 

______  4. True or False? Notre-Dame cathedral is located on an island. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

______  5. True or False? � e � re that engulfed Notre-Dame was started on purpose.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

______  6. True or False? � e French government does not plan to rebuild Notre-Dame cathedral.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

C. Fill in the blanks to complete each sentence.   
7. Notre-Dame is one of the best examples of French ______________________ cathedral architecture. 

8. � e Notre-Dame � re burned the roof and engulfed the  ______________________ which collapsed. 

9. Notre-Dame cathedral is a UNESCO World ______________________ Site. 
D. Respond to the following question in paragraph form. (Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.)

As you see it, what is the signi� cance of the Notre-Dame � re? Give reasons to support your response.
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Human rights groups around 
the world report that China has 
imprisoned up to one million 
Uighurs living in China’s 
Xinjiang region. Satellite images 
and other evidence show a 
growing number of detention 
centres in Xinjiang, including at 
least 44 high-security buildings. 

Fake news
� e Chinese government, 
however, denies this accusation. 
It is “completely untrue,” a senior 
Chinese o�  cial told the UN 
last August. � e centres have 
been set up to teach lessons on 
Chinese history, language, and 
culture. � ey o� er ‘nutritious, 
free diets’. � e buildings are also 
used as job retraining centres, 
another o�  cial explained. 

However, China does admit to 
cracking down on ‘extremist 

activity’ among Uighur Muslims 
in Xinjiang. It claims that 
Islamic militants and separatists 

are plotting attacks and stirring 
up tension between Uighurs and 
Han Chinese. 

autonomous: freedom to govern or control its own a� airs
detention centre: jails where prisoners are held 
temporarily
extremist: far beyond the norm
Han chinese: China’s main ethnic group

perceive: to understand or think about something in a 
particular way
separatist: a group that wants to form a new country
soviet union: a former country of Europe and Asia
underground: secretly working against an existing regime

Definitions

International

The Uighurs of China
– Terrorists or Victims?

About Xinjiang’s Uighurs
China has the largest population in the world – 1.4 billion. Some 91.5 
percent are Han Chinese; 8.5 percent are minorities. 

Xinjiang is a territory in northwest China. It became part of China 
in 1949. In theory the region is autonomous. In practice, the Chinese 
government controls it.

� e population of Xinjiang is 22 million. About 11 million are Uighur 
Muslims who speak a language similar to Turkish. 

Xinjiang’s traditional economy is based on agriculture and trade. But 
the region is rich in oil and other resources, and the economy has been 
developing. � at’s prompted many Han Chinese from China’s eastern 
areas to move to Xinjiang. Han Chinese now make up 40 percent of the 
territory’s population. Many local Uighurs resent them because they 
are perceived to get the best jobs.

Uighur communities also exist in neighbouring countries, such as 
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Kazakhstan. � ese countries used to be 
part of the Soviet Union. But they gained independence in the 1990s, 
when the Soviet Union collapsed. � at inspired some Xinjiang Uighurs 
to start a separatist movement. However, China’s harsh response to 
these activities forced separatists underground.
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